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SPECIAL FEATURE 2013
Migrant Political Participation

What is a Special Feature?

Special Features are designed taka the link between current news on integration and EWSI content. In doing so, they
help to:

1 Putwhatis heard in the news on integration into a wider and deeper perspective;
1  Bring back balance to the often unbalanced portrayal of integration in the news
f DdzARS dzaSNBR GKNRdIzZIK GKS YITS 2F 92{L O2yiaSyid o6& IQlAy3 |

How was this topic chosen?

2013 is the European Year of Citizens during wtialogue at all levels of government, civil society and busingiéde
encouragedo explae what European citizens want the EU to be by 262€rms of rights, policies and governan&sJ
citizens rights include the right to vote and stand as a candidate in European Parliament elections and the right to yote and
stand as a candidate in murpeil electionsButwhere do migrants fit into this schema¥hat voting rightsdo they have?
Are they allowed to become members of political parties and stand for election? To what extent are they consulted on local
or national integration policies

In order to answer these questionshis Special Featugivesa brief introduction to the developments that have taken place
in this ambit over the past 20 yeans: a European level and highliglecentresearchdealing with different aspects of the
political participation of migrantsSection 2 looks at theemoval of legal barriers to participatidsy outlining the granting
of political rights such as the right to vote or stand in elections and facilitating naturalisation. Of the migrants who are
allowed to wte or stand for election, Section 3 shows hand in what proportions they gt the ballot box as well as the
work being carried out by societal entities such as political parties to mainstreandisatimination and diversity
Consultative bodies andialogue platforms offer another form of representation bgnsmitting the viewsof immigrant
representatives to local or national authorities in an advisory capacity. Firgdistion 4 focuses on forms of politigal
participation amongst the migrant youth

Whenever not differently specified, the term migrantees to thirdcountry nationals.

1. Political participation of immigrants  in the EU

1.1 Introduction

The political participation of immigrants is one dimension of the integration process: thesgibat
political participation, the greater the integration in the democratic dom&in.a European level, the
issue has been givancreasingmportance over the years

1 While the1992 Treaty of Maastiht introduced Europeardnion citizenship which includes
the right of EU citizens to vote in local and European elections in another Member state other
than their own, it was the 1992 Council of Europ€onvention on the participation of
foreigners in public life at the local levitlat provided for the electoral participation oéll
foreign residents at thenunicipallevel Based on the latter, foreign residerdgse guaranteed
equal ights to association, some sort of consultative body elected or appointed by their own
O2YYdzyAlASas yR €20t LI} aairgdsS o RitficafighofNA IKG &
the Conventiorhas been limited and slowing over tirhewever with only eight ratifications
(three of which are not in the European Uniand anotherfive signaturesnot followed by
ratifications. The mostly Western European signatoriglseady had policies meeting the
] 2y @Sy GA2yQa Y ihysin¥ading thatiatififaitdn NaR &oEled to more political
rights for foreign residents. E

A


http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/mandate.cfm
http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/en/Treaties/html/144.htm
http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/en/Treaties/html/144.htm
http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/Commun/ChercheSig.asp?NT=144&CM=&DF=&CL=ENG
http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/Commun/ChercheSig.asp?NT=144&CM=&DF=&CL=ENG
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9 The European Parlianmé has been supporting voting rights and the civic participation of
Third-country nationalonstantlysince 1996 In the resolutionadopted in Strasbourg on 14
al NOK H Imtegoatio of miitants, its effects on the labour market and the external
dimension of social security coordinat@f § KS 6 NN finfp@tshidiekoBvoting
rights for migrants, particularly at the local level, as an important tool for integraand
active citizenshipandis concerned at the political underepresentation of minorities at all
levels of government, including at Member State level and in the European Parlgar#ent

1 The Common Basic Principles for Immigrant Integration Policy in theaBt¢ed byEU
Member States anddopted in November 200&ncourage the participation of immignts in
the democratic process and increased interaction between immigrants and deBtate
citizens in order to improve their integration.

Common Basic Principle 7: Frequent interaction between immigrants and Member State citize
fundamental mechanism for integration. Shared forums, kueltural dialogue, education abou
immigrants and immigrant cultures, and stimulating living conditions in urban environments en
the interactions between immigrants and Member State citizens.

Common Basic Principle 9: The patrticipation of immigrants in the democratic process and
formulation of integration policies and measures, especially at the local level, supports
integration.

1 In June 2008, theParliamentary Assembly of the Council of Ewopn the State of
Democracy in Eurapput forward proposals to grant voting rights to migrants at least at local
level and ensure that consultative bodies are established to ensure that migrants have a say
and are consulted in matters affecting therm Septenber 2012, in response tohe

Committee on Political Affairs and Democr@dReport entited WC2 NJ Y2 NB RSY2 Ol

St SOG A Eomini@ee onl Midsation, Refugees and Displaceds@essuggested that the
Report include a paragraph undfastering citizen participation in the electoral procesy

GFFOAEAGEFOAY I FOOS&aa G2 yriAazzylLftAde Fa | R@2O0l

granting migrants voting rights and/or luér possibilities for political participation as
proposed in the Conventioon the Participation of Foreignernn Public Life at Local Level.
Democratic legitimacy is naerved by excluding large numbers of migrants from political life
and democratic eldt A 2 Kosvelér he Report has not been modified so far.

1 In July 2011, the European Commission proposé&timpean Agenda for the Integration of
Third-country nationalsfocusing on actios to increasethe economic, social, cultural and
political participation of migrants with an emphasis on local actionThe Agenda
recommended remowg obstacles to migrants' political participation in terms of legislative
and structural barrierslt also encouraged le involvement of migrant representatives,
including women, in the drawing up and implementation of integration policies and
programmes. More specifically, rm@asures to enhance demaocratic participatiomere
suggested, such asaining and mentes, granting migrants access to voting rights in local
elections, creating local, regional and national consultative bodies, encouraging
entrepreneurship, creativity and innovation.
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http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=16634
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=34907
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=34907
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/EU_actions_integration.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=33582
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=33582
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=34908
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/EU_actions_integration.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/EU_actions_integration.cfm
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1.2 Available Research

Thereis extensive information on EuropeanitizersCengagement in participatory demmacy (sedghe
2013Eurobarometeirfor examplg which exclude Thirdountry nationalsbut a number of cdunded
projects with a focus omolitical paticipation of immigrants in the Ebave been supported by the
European CommissioBome of the most recent are detailed below.

CITIZENSHIP

EUDOD

The European Union Democracy ObservatdUDO CITIZENSHHas been
conducing resarch and writinga report on electoral rightand participation of
Third-country nationalsin EU member states, and of EU citizeins third
countries. The ERACIT findingsere presented to the European Parliament in
February 2013, and the final report will be available as of May 2013.

The ACCEPT Pluraligmmject (20102013)hasproduced atolerance indicators

toolkit that includes a section on the special arrangements for t A :
representation of minorities/immigrants. These indicatoeach of which is | C ol
divided into LOW(hontolerance, MEDIUM(minimum tokrance and HIGH PLU RALISM
(acceptancg were applied to a number of European Union countries (a

Turkey) to see how tolerant they are regarding immigrant and minority representation.

6.1 Existence of
official institutions 6.3 Existence of | 6.4 Local 6.6
for the 6.2 Official provisions for voting 6.5 Minority | Representation
representation of institutions minority rights for | mobilization of minority
native ethnic or representing| candidates at the non and claims politicians in
Country religious minorities migrants party level nationals making parliament

Bulgaria N/A Low Low / Low
France - - - Low Low
Greece Low Low
Ireland - /
Italy - Low -
Netherlands - -
Poland - - Low
Romania - Low -
Spain - -
Sweden - Low - Low
Turkey Low - Low - Low
UK - - -
[rRe— The interest of Thirgountry nationals in having more politicphrticipation becomes
Slfizens apparent thanks tahe Immigrant Citizens Survegublished in May 201.2This survey

survey

allowsugogaugeY A NI yiaQ AYy(iSNBald Ay @ehéirdeyeBof 2y |

mobilisation and their interest in increased representation.
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http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/flash/fl_373_en.pdf
http://eudo-citizenship.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=34451
http://accept-pluralism.eu/Home.aspx
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=33426
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=33426
http://www.immigrantsurvey.org/infographics_politics.html
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Regarding extended voting rights, Spanish, Portuguese and French cities, interest in voting is as
hlgh among Surveyed neBU immigrants Figure 15. Would you vote if there was a general election tomorrow?

as it was among the general poptta ™ =
when asked for the 2008 European Value'

Study (85%, 72% and 90% respectivd®). .. | = || |
to 80 per cent of surveyed immigrantée: | | |
show interest in voting, though slightly=*+ - - 4 —
less than the general population, in Italiai™
cities and Belgian cities (where voting i.. =
mandatory). Smaller majorities arew. | 1 |
interested in Budapest (63%).The =

majorities in favour were slightly largel éé* i§55F ¢
among naturalised immigrants in Italiar <& & §
and Portuguese cities and much larger i @
Budapest and Belgian citieBiterest was R 1
hlgh among both natura.ed and non Note: Don't knows' below 6% except for Antwerp (17%), Berfin (11.9%), Milan (§%), Naples (6.5%). Bercalona (6.5%).
naturalised immigrants in French and Spanish cities.
Figure 16. Do you think we need more MPs with an immigrant background? 75 tO 80 per Cent Of
- J— immigrantsfeel thatthey are
s 7T oo T9% e e, oo T9% e 78% underrepresented in

parliament and 80 to 95 per
cent think that MPs with an
immigrant background
would better understand
them, better represent

60% _|

50% _|

40%

==t

N O O I
S"’”ganE

(=18 pu-231) =171 m—;aza -7 pi-tes) - : sy . puase) . g e m—;ra them, and would be
2 2 2 5 £ Z £ s & 5 T = = & . .
L B A BN B B B A £4 7 74§ 3 ¢ symbolically important for
D | g g £ §8 7§ the country. 60 to 92 per
- N N N @ e cent said they wold be
_ " L i - = more likely to vote for
?:é?ﬁ;?m?éﬁzmﬁ%?ﬁﬁmlit%“sikm"“’ﬂfi‘;fm"”ﬁﬁmﬁﬂ’fﬁmﬁsmﬁm it diverse Candidates’ |f they

had the vote.

The Migrant Integration Policy IndefIPEX- 2010) strand on political participation includes four
dimensions that measurelectoral rights, political libeties, consultative bodies ansinplementing
policies on the basis of some fiftegaolicy indicators. Respectively, this strand establishes whether:

1 immigrants have the right to vote in local, regional and national electiand,can stand

in local elections;

1 they have a right to create associations, political parties and their own media;

9 consultative bodies are set up;

i information campaigns exist and immigrant associations are supported

Themap below shows how countriescore on these four dimensions and fifteen indicators. In most
countries the situation is rather unfavourable as they score less than 60 points, with only a handful of
European countries with favourable conditions scoring more than 60 points.
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http://www.immigrantsurvey.org/infographics_politics.html#a3
http://www.immigrantsurvey.org/infographics_politics.html#a3
http://www.immigrantsurvey.org/infographics_politics.html#b3
http://www.immigrantsurvey.org/infographics_politics.html#b3
http://www.mipex.eu/political-participation
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Critically unfavourable - 0 - unfavourable - 1-z0

Slightly unfawvourable - 21-40 - Halfway favourable - 41-59

Slightly fawvocurable - 50-79 Fawourable - 80-100

The20092010 EPACE project (Exchangin@d@ractices for
% eman cmommencsrn e LNE Promotion of an active citizenship in the EU) sought to
E P\ﬁ C E |FR“’?C"E’EE’%EE;&”JR%L‘“ aeEstaddressthe challenges related to the decreasingdeof the
— political and socialparticipation of citizens. In particular,
youth, newly arrived immigrantsand people with low
education levelsieed more diversied opportunities such ag=democracyin order to participaten
civic activity and to becomiategrated into society

2. Participation: the removal of legal barriers

2.1 The right to vote : rare at national level, in creasingly common at local
level

According to the European Union Democracy Observatory (EUDO) 2012 publicatlonlusive
Democracy electoral rights for norEUcitizen residats in EU Member States are limited/ith the
exception of Great Britain and PortugdlhirdCountry nationalsdo not have the right to vote in
national elections in any Europeabnion country, and even those rights are limited to
Commonwealth citizens in the case of Great Britain and some Brazilians in the case of Portugal.

As can be seen in tHéRACITlndings Voting rights in local legislative elections (EU27 + Croatia
on electoral rights angbarticipation of
Third-country citizens, oly sixteen
Member States have implementec
local voting rights for foreign regents.
In several EU Member States votin
rights are linked to the length of
regular stay or grantd only to specific
categories ofThird-country nationals
In other Member States, they are onl
granted to citizens from third countries
with  which  specific  bilateral
arrangements exist.  For a
diagrammatic overview of the voting ==

Not in EU

)

Page6


http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=34468
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=19984
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32629
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=31479
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=31479
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32948
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=34451
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and candidacy rights of THicountry nationals, please see theorum Factsheet on voting rights in
Europeand the Tablen EWSI Highlights of Participation Rights and Representation after the section
on Gtizenshipbelow.

With around 32 million people in Europe live outside their country of origin, of whidund 20
million are Third-country nationalsthere are a number of European, national and local initiatives
calling for an extension of voting righfor immigrants. e Citizens for Européas created an
initiative for the 2014 European Parliameptections,that aims to trigger public debates, political
action and to promte equal opportunities for participation in the EU through these and other
awarenesgaising and mobilizing activities:

1. A broad media campaign to encourage alldiizens to support ERoting rights for third
O2dzy iNE Yyl GA2YIf A3 Freyess of thelroledte ER ags ahd tiigied NI a
demand for participation;

2. Decentralised symbolic elections organized by local partners for-tiointhtry nationds to
express their political will and claim more political participation rights;

3. Decentralised acaopanying events to trigger debates and confront MEP candidates with
European issues.

s [l The Progressive Alliance of Socialist®&mocrats in the European Parliameras

- recently aunched a call to givall foreign nationals who are lorgrm residents the
right to vote in local elections. In a recaneeting in Lyon, th@resident underlined

the core demands of the S&D Group on integration policy: extending citizenship,
guaranteeiry nondiscrimination, and encouraging and facilitating integration
through concrete actionOther initiatives calling for equal opportunities féhird
country nationalsan be seen below.

PRACTICE HIGHLIGHTS
In France, @ampaignis currently underway to encourage a change in the municipal voting law
H N MmN ORightkBvota201@ O02f t SOGABS O2yairada 2F Y2N
syndicates, political parties) who call on local collectives to mobilise and sign the national p
that requests a revision of the constitution to allow thicduntry nationals to vote and be electe

in municipal elections.
o o o _ TCimaua
Ly L U lL8tadiad sorio fargh'ix O Y hyl22 &@w society organisatiorsmed to bring  SND

public attention to and foster political debate on the issue of citizenship and voting |ti1_1;ht:| ANCH'IO.
local andregional levefor anyone born or living in Itakpr over five years tnmvug—-—Jﬂu‘vav‘\\“

i citadinanzo-

In the run up to the 2011 municipal elections

p(n . SNI AY @3S NiEc&Asinighlighted the lac
= of voting rights ofthird-country natbnals on a local
regional and national level. They organised
symbolic election to encourage an open debate

the extension of political participation to althe

results of which gave a lead teft-wing parties

SPD; 63 which generallysupported giving migrast the vote
and a change of the citizenship ladpart from the

main parties, they also gave 9 seats to BI& Party

the Alliance for Innovation and Justice. This pz

did not win any seatsin the real electon which

gave the SPD 47 seats, CDU 39 seats, Greer

Die Linke; 20 seats, Left 19 seéa and the Pirate party 15 seats.

Sitzverteilung im Abgeordnetenhaus
Sitze gesamt 149 St I"ll'\ e rﬂg

BIG; 9

CDu; 13

B'90 / Griinen; 43
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http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32948
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32948
http://citizensforeurope.org/projects-activities/right-to-vote/
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=34390
http://www.oui-droitdevotedesetrangers.org/
http://www.droitdevote2014.org/
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=21874
http://jedestimme2011.de/
http://www.bigdeutschland.de/
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2.2 Citizenship

Political participation can be promoted through extension of political righiBhiod-country nationals
and/or facilitation of acess to nationality (se8pecial Feature 2012/0r a more detailed analysis
of access to nationality forhirdcountry nationaly Facilitating naturalisatioiminishes the gap
between the rights of citizens and lotgrm resident immigrants and can open up a fuller range of
opportunities for participationlt may therefore be seen as an end @mdan incentive to integration.

dtizenship is a sufficient but not a necessary condition for the franchiseording toFRACIT
findings however, combininglocal franchise with ecess to citizenshipffers two complementary
modes of inclusionThe countries that offer citizenship and the franchise can be seen below.

TERRITORIAL ACCESS TO CITIZENSHIP AND THE FRANCHISE

Inclusiveness of territorially-based rules of acquisition of
citizenship*

Inclusive

Restrictive

Not

< France; Germany; Croatia
enfranchised

Special B :
United Kingdom; Portugal;

categories None o
Spain

only

Generally Estonia; Denmark; Hungary;

enfranchised Lithuania; Slovenia

gislative elections

Inclusiveness of the franchise in local

k)

exclusive regime

citizenship:based franchise * based on combined CITLAW indicators for ius soli,
inclusive regime ordinary naturalisation and socialization-based
denizenship-based franchise naturalisation
restrictive = below the median, inclusive = above the

median

CITIZENSHIP

EXTRATERRITORIAL CITIZENSHIP AND THE FRANCHISE

Inclusiveness of extraterritorial citizenship*

Inclusive

Restrictive

No

; Greece
franchise

Denmark, Germany, Malta,

Ireland, UK
Sweden

restricted

Austria, Belgium, Czech R.,
Estonia, Finland, Latvia,
Lithuania, Netherlands,
Slovakia, Slovenia

extensive

Inclusiveness of the external franchise

in national elections

externally exclusive

external citizenship status only * based on combined CITLAW indicators for ius sanguinis abroad,

externally inclusive naturalisation on grounds of cultural affinity, reacquisition, loss due
extensive external franchise with to residence abroad, loss due to acquisition of foreign citizenship a
I restricted access to citizenship restrictive = below the median, inclusive = above the median S
\ / ]
! =
—‘ w
N
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT =
o
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http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=31474
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=19984
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=34451
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=34451

European
Commission

EUROPEAN WEB SITE ON INTEGRATION

2.3 Candidacy rights: more restricted than those for voti ng

The share of immigrants among elected representatigasne of the indicatordo measure active
citizenshipconsidered by &urostat pilot study on 'Indicators of immigrant integrationhis is an
important area of development,onsidering that the participation of immigrants the democratic
process asfctive citizens supports their integration and enhances their sense of belofidiag is
currently no unified view among Member States on indicators in the area of activenshiipeas they

differ in relationto the different views, goals and regulatory framewodtsntegration policies.

Candidacy rights in local legislative elections (EU27 + Croatia

The ACCEPT Pluraligmojectalso examinedhe issue ofninority representation Therepresentation

of minority politicians in parliamestin Bulgaria, France, Ireland and the I3Klescribedn the EWSI

Not enfranchised

Not in EU

and PT), 4 inregonal

CITIZENSHIP

.

Highlights tabléelow, andis scored in the following way

LOW — non tolerance

Politicians of migrant or native minerity background are not represented or
severely underrepresented in parliament (the proportion of representatives
in parliament is less than one third of the overall propeortion of ethnic or
native minority groups in society)

Politicians of migrant or native minority background are present, but
underrepresented in parliament (proportion of representatives in
parliament is between one third and two thirds of the overall proportion of
ethnic or native minority groups in society)

Politicians of migrant or native minority background are fully or almost fully
represented in parliament (more than two thirds of the overall proportion of
ethnic or native minority groups in society).

This table gathers a selection of highlights from the European Websitetegration in the areas of
participation rights (in the form voting) and representati@aigdidates with a migrant background).

Austria Third-country nationalsaare not allowed tovote in any electionsDuring a recenteeting in

Vienna this was highlightecs a problem for the legitimacy of the voting systef.new
citizenship law is currently planned for Austriaut critics say it will not result in a e

FRACITshows us that
there are less
possibilities for
immigrarts to stand for
electionthan for them to
vote in local legislative
elections 2 countries
enfranchse selected
categores of  Third
country  citizens  in
national elections (UK

elections (UK, PT, SE and

DK) and 10 in local
ﬁ elections (IX, FI, SE, IE,
. EL, LU, NL, PT, SK, UK).



http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=21352
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=34451
http://accept-pluralism.eu/Home.aspx
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=33416
http://www.mipex.eu/austria
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=33752
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=33752
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32730.
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32730.
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increase in the number ofhird-country nationalsbecoming citizensr getting the ridpt to
vote.

Belgium Non-EU nationals votetbr the first time in the 2006 municipal elections. Conditions are
restricted however (legal residence for 5 years and regagion on the electoral roll) anc
they cannotstandor vote in regional elections.

Non-EU nationals cannot stand as candidates,gthhic minorities such asMoroccan or to
a leser extent Turkishnationalsshow political interest in trade unions, parties eWhile it
has been said that the Brussels Regional assembly has reached a pomtem
represeration of immigrant minoritiesFlemish politicsieeds to create more opportunitie
for them.

Bulgaria Thirdcountry nationalshave no local voting rights regardless of the length of tl
residence in Bulgaria.

The Turkish minority is welfepresented in the parliameni{28 out of 240 MPs, or 11.7%
compared to 8.8% of their share of the Bulgarnmpulation)while otherminorities are not
represented or severely underrepresentedhere are no quotas or reserved seats
minorities and their parliamentary representation isded solely on the election resy
however the Turks have differential treatment based on their historical cohabitatic

Bulgaria.

Estonia Third-country nationals havehe right to vote in local electiondut cannot stand fol
election.

Finland Any adult who has lived in a Finnish municipality for at least two years is eligible to v

run for local office. Indeed, the immigrant vote is wholly encouraged byGbgernment
andother stakeholdersvho have made numerous efforts to attract the immigrant vote.

In 2012 a total of 680 foreigdanguage speakers were nominated as candidatesvever a
number of these were most certainly European citizens. The largest grougsrdicountry
nationals nominated as candidate¢hased on their first language) were Russian (1
Arabic (42), Turkish (38), Kurdish (34), Somali speakers (29), Albanian (18), P&)siaal
SerbaCroat (10) speakers.

France Immigrants in France are not entitled to vote in national, regional or municipal elec:
The number of people supporting their right to vote also dropped markedly beforéasit
political elections However, during his presidential campaign, Francois Hollande prot
to give immigrants resident in France for over 5 yearsribbt to vote in local elections
Prime Minister Ayrault has promisedbdl on this issue in @13.

Despite the presence of an immigrant political party in Frahb@vement of the Indigenou
of the Republiy, only 1.8% of theNational Assemblelected in 2012 has ammmigrant
background The representation afiversitywas low amongst the candidates themselv
with only 3.3% from an immigrant background, far behind the 12% in the Fi
population

Germany According tahe study carried out by the Max Planck Institute for the Study of Religiads
9UKYAO 5 A QO PNdskylseksEyuincl: ICouScRorsWvith a migration backgrou
DS NX I v, tieAnianmbér 2oQimmigrantson German city councils is on the aisCity
councils elected between 2001 and March 2006 had 116 members with an imm
background; between September 2006 and March 2011, this number rose to 19¢
number of candidates has risen considerably, ¢dny about 50 percent. The reasons foig
positive trend are threefold: On the one hand, the number of cities with migrants on
councils has risen. Today only 15 out of 77 councils of major cities (eight of them ir
Germany) consist entirely of né@mmigrant Germans; before that theumber was 24
Further, there arenow a number of cities with more than one councillor that has

Yn this study, the councillors considered are those who were either born outside Germanyosed thereas immigrants,
or those with at least one parent born outside Germany
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immigrant background. Finally, all parties have increased the number of councillors
immigrant backgrounds. Still, all city councils are a long way frepnasenting the diversit;
of city populations. Only 4 percenf the 4670 city council members are migrants. As oV
quarter of the population of major cities has an immigration background, this demogr
group is still blatantly underrepresented intycipolitics. Not a single major city has
percentage of migrants on its council that corresponds to their numbers among
population.

Greece Third-country nationals do not have electoral rights in Greece, even in local electio
February 2013, £ouncil of Statémajority) decisiorruled that a clause in th&2010 Geek
citizenship Law(article 17 of Law n. 3838is against the Greek constitution. Thaeticle
grantedlongterm migrants the right to vote and be electedn(¢he basis of their status
The @uncil of Statedecision was justified by ruling that the Greek constitution defines
electorateand candidatesas comprisingdf Greek citizens only, thus reserves the right
vote even for local government solelgr Greek citizensThe legislator cannot extend th
right to those not baring this status (i.e. naitizens).

Ireland Since 1963lrelandhas grantedpolitical rights to vote and stand in local et®nsto those
who have been resident for a minimum of six months, making it one of the most inc
voting systems in the EU.

Politicians of migrant or native minority aggesent, but underrepresenteéh political life
Ly 2NRSNJ 2 O2Yo0l G GKAAX GKS L YIYAENG y
campaign in 2011 whictalled onthe governmat to put in place mesures to increase th
participation of migrants and new communities in political life including the appointme
the Seanad of a migrant representative.

Italy The ltalian country report of the ACCEPT PluralkdNB 2 SOl KA I K A Béal

L2 f A OAS& 2f mi§ran® fndpaliticalyli,e. Hie TurcoNapolitano law (1998
introduced the rightfor immigrants who had a LorBerm Residence Peitr{(more than six
years in Italy}o vote at the lochadministrative electiongart. 38). Nevertheless, when th
bill became law, article 38 was repealed. In the years that followed some bills
LINELI2&ASR (G2 AYyGNRRdzOS A arlava Mt yoheioftheNbetdd
law. The next immigration law, the Bogsini law (2002), did not introduce any changes
it adhered only partially to thd992 Council of Europ&nvention on the participation o
Foreigners in Public Life at Local Lewdthough Italy signed the Convention, it excluc
Chapter C from its adhesion, which recognised the right to vote for immigrants who
been living legally in the host countrifes 5 years.
{Ay0OS ySé Nz Sa 2y AYYAIANIydGaQ LRtAGA
national level, some initiatives have been organizédiazal level. 8Bme Regions an
Municipalities modified their Statutes autonomously to give migrathte right to vote.
However thesavere rejected by the State Council which declared that national institut
rather than local bodies should cover the issue of voting rights.

The Association for the Legal Study of Immigratiwes put forward a manifesto to refort
AYYAINI GA2Y {-R0&8 leyiglatutejincliidin@r@&formimgnhe laws on citizens
and administrative elections. They want all foreign citizens regularigingsin the country
over the past five years at least to have the right to vote at administrative elections &
obtain naturalisation through a faster and more efficient process.

Latvia Thirdcountry nationals do not have the right to vote in any éiees in Latvia although
academicsand civil societybelieve thatvoting in local electionmight ease ethnic tensions
Nevertheless, through th€ongress of nogitizens alternative elections will be conducte
online and at some of the election polls on the same day as muhigipetions on &t June
2013.¢ K Barliitnent of the norNJBS LINE awallyhalusléR3D citizens and neritizens, anc
NB LINBho& yiio pay taxes but cannot take part in poiititifeQ

[ I { @A iciizdnscegdoifi political parties They can also establish a political party it
least 200 of the minimum 400 members necessary to start the partlargan.TK S
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YIGAGS I yvhszs@adlided idlJNi2Ehd supports the implementation
Russian as a second state language for Latvia.

Luxembourg 5.9% of the total populatiorare Third-country nationals and once they have five years
legal residence in Luxembourg, they are allowed to vote in municipal elections. In of
better reflect the changing population, civil society calls toem to be able tovote in
national electionsn order to maintain the legitimacy of the elected.

Netherlands While Third country nationals are not allowed to vote in the electtoof the Lower, Uppe

or Provincial Houses or the European Parliament, theyeatitled to vote on Water Board
and to Municipal Councifsrovided they have 5 years legal remide.
The elections that took place in September 2012 provided for a Lower House that is
more diversethan before yetareport sent to the Lower Housgince thenhas calledor an
addedincrease irethnic minorities as well as women and Ieaducated people, in politics
When politicians with a migrant background do participate in politics, they Hzeen
criticised for campaigning within their own community

Poland Third-country nationalsdo not have the right to voteor stand in parliamentary or loc
elections and so farhere has been no major political debate regarding the possibilit
extension of the voting rights in local electionsTturd-country nationals

Portugal Third-country nationalshave the right to vote in local electiori§ there is a bilatera
agreement between their country of origin and Portu@alainly Cabo Verde and Braz
Brazilians living ifPortugal for over 3 years have a further right to vote in national
regional electionsin 2005, 59.4% of migrants from Cabo Verde were registered to
while only 7.97% of Brazilians were. In the same year, only 3 foreign nationals were ¢
during the elections in 308 municipalities.

Slovenia The Local Elections Acif 2002 givesThirdcountry nationalswho hold a permanent
residence permitocal voting rights
Howeve, migrantscannot stand in electionand are restricted in joining political partie
although they do have the right to form their own associatiomNevertheless, théccupy
Sloveniamovement enjoyed broad participation of migrants.

In 2010, Slovenia voted i® I 4 G SNJ 9 dzNP LIS Q sGhafidn Ndcior Pedet
Bossmanwho moved to Slovenia in the 1970s and isiember of thegoverning centrdeft
Social Democrat party

Spain The right to vote in local elections is conditi®d by reciprocity clausedn the 2011
municipal elections, not everyone who is entitled to vote registeMéarious organisation
such asSOS Racistrave undertaken publicity ghts to highlight the need to give everyol
the vote, such as presenting an organisational representative to the elections

Sweden Theright to votein the local and regional etéions as well as in referendums was grante(
immigrants registered in Sweden for more than three years througt9a5 parliament
decision on the new direction of the immigration policffhe degree of paitipation has
nevertheless diminishedor every new election, from almost 60 percent in 1976 to
percent in 2002.

All foreign nationals areallowed to hold high state positionsnd they have the right t
stand as a candidatin municipal elections.
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United Kingdom Nationals of countries belonging to the Commonwealth have the right to vote in nati
regional and municipal election¥hese énic minorities now make up around 8% of t
electorate. According to theEthnic Minority British Election Surveyf those people whe
are allowed to vote or are now UK citizensadk and minority ethnic (BME) people &
highly supportive of the Labour partwith 68% (twethirds) voting Labour in 2010. T
Conservatives and Liberal Democratsoalition partners in the current governmegtgot
only 16% and 14% of the BME vote respectively. Ethnic minorities are somewhat les
than the White British toegister to vote, but among those who are registered turnout re
are very similar tdVhite British ones.

Nationals of countries belonging to the Commonwealth may stand as a candidi
municipal elections. In generadl partieshave taken action to improve diversity amo
candidates, in recognition of the unrepresativeness of the House of Commonkhis
should help torebuild trust and restore a dialogue between parliarh@md those whom i
represents. Currently, there are only 4%nahority representativesn parliament

3. Mobilisation and Representation

3.1 Participation in elections: getting to  the ballot box

Once given the legal righio vote, Thirdcountry nationalsor newly naturalised citizenmust be
informed of the procedure for electoral registration and encouraged to participate in elections.
Information campaigns exist inaform Third-country nationalof their voting rightsand to explain the
importance of participating in elections.

PRACTICE HIGHLIGHTS

Since February 2011, Thicduntry nationals may vote in communal elections in Luxembourg
order to order to do so, they musegister on the electoral listdnforming them of their right@and
how to go about registering was the main objective of tlwan votecampaign. In order to encourag
younger voters, there was a special section dedicated to the yofithuxembourg.

££Did you know
you can VOTE?§3

For the 2009 elections in IrelanBublin City Council organiseah information campaigrto raise
awareness amongsitll EU and thirecountry nationalmigrants resident in the city on their right tc \&H 'd
vote, the need to register to vote and how to vote on election dé&he New Communities i
Partnership and the Africa Centré @ 2 Sy O2 dzNJ 3SR @ DirSddicangniake Kk

RA T T § Wifich @sbld in an increased 44% of registered immigrant voters B

Although ballots are generally assindd into the broader voting total, making difficult to detect

the electoral participation ofThirdcountry nationals FRACIT findingen electoral rights and
participation showthat in countries where secondarydata could be collected, turnouin local

electionsbuctuatesconsiderablyfrom a minimumof 10% inLuxembourg(2009)to a maximumof

57%in Denmark (2009)In the Swedish local elections, their turnout is coesadbly laver than that

of the total electorate, and also lower than other EU or Nordic citizens.

13

2 The study was catucted over the three months following the 2010 general election and includes representative samples
of people of Indian, Pakistani, Bangladeshi, Black Caribbean and Black African background
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Total electorate Registration/foreign residents Turnout/foreign residents

Third
Year of | Registered | General EU Nordic | Third country EU Nordic country
election voters turnout | citizens | Citizens citizens citizens | Citizens citizens
2010 7 368986 | 81,60% | 151 000 | 134 000 108 000 31,00% 40% 28,00%
2006 7098 000 | 79,40% | 119 000 | 136 000 76 000 36,70% | 37,60% 34,70%

In the NetherlandsPutch people of foreign descent and othesigrantsalsotend to voteless than
their native counterpartsin the 2012 municipal electiohsn Finlandhowever, moreThird-country
nationals(11%) voted than other foreign residents (EU citizen8680t Iceland/Norway 0.2%), but
much less than the general turnout of 58.3%.

Total Electorate Registration/foreign residents Turnout/foreign residents
Third- Third-
Mainland | Registered General EU Iceland & | country EU Iceland & | country
Finland voters turnout citizens Norway nationals | citizens | Norway | nationals
2012 4,303,064| 58.3% 60,861 756 75,337 8.4% 0.2% 11.0%

In the 2005 municipaglectionsin Estonia only about 50% of Ruas citizens (by far the biggest
group of Thirdcountry national¥ voted in municipal electionsyhile 75% of Russian citizens legally
registered in Estonia took paim municipal elections in 2009. Also among stateless persons (forme
Soviet citizens whwere notentitled to Estonian citizenship and did not naturalise) the petaga of
those who take part imunicipal elections has grown and reached 63% in 260% implying that
the number of foreigners actually voting is increasing

Although there a@ many different contexts in each Member State, based on the information
available on the EWSI,ignants or people of migrant desces¢éem more likelyo vote on the left of

the political spectrum, as we can see from results inltethe Netherlandsand the Berlin symbolic
election results previously mentionedMeanwhile n France Muslims tend to vote leftwhile
Catholics tend to vote right.

3.2 Removal of organisational barriers for immigrant participation in

societal entities by anti -discriminat ion and diversity mainstream ing

Political parties are beginning to take it on themselves to magsn diversitywithin them. A
number of political parties are including migrants or nationals of migrant backgrounds in their
frontlines in order to appeal to migrant voters and demdrage their support of a diverse and
inclusive society For example, irGermanythe CDUrecently chose three politicians with a Turkish
background for some of the highest bodigs the party while in the UKPrime Minister David
Cameronhasjust launched a drive to encourage candidates with an immigrant background to stand
as parliamentary candidates ‘ithe Tory party, knowing that a more ethnically diverse party may
increase appeal to ethnic minority voter&.2012 policy brief by theCentre for European Studies
entitled Migrating towards Participation: Immigrants and their Descendants in the Political Process
encourages plitical parties in the EUo pay attenton to the gradually increasingresence of
immigrants from third countriegnd their descendants. Fromdiemocraticviewpoint they say it is
necessary to inveke immigrants in the politicgbrocess as voters, party members, candidates and
office holders.Furthermore, they encourage the Centregght partiesto adopt plicies and practices

3 Own calculations based on the statistics available on thesit®mentioned in the EWSI News item:
http://tilastokeskus.fi/tillkvaa/2012/kvaa 2012 20121-02 tie 001 fi.html
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with a view to increasing theumber of centreright immigrant office holders alocal, regional,
national andEuropean levelsan an effort to mirror the diversity of the electorate itself.

particularly antimmigrant party unlikely to get many immigrant votedn

This kind ofinclusive rhetoric wilA y ¥f dzSy OS | YA 3INI yi Qa

1998,a Charter of Political Parties for a noacist societywas drawn up after
consultation with most of the politicaparties in the European Union and
under the auspices of the EU Consultative Commission on Racism and
Xenophobia.lt appeals to the democratic political parties in the European
Union to act responsibly concerning discrimination on the basis of race, ethnic

& own organisation and to their interaction with the outside worlth it, the
democratic polltlcal parties of Europe agreed to strivetfa fair representation oethnic mnority

groups at all levels of the parties with a special responsibility for the party leadership to stimulate and
support the recruitment of candidates from these groups for political functions as well as
membership. On the occasion ofthe 2013 International Day for the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination and in view of next year's European Parliament ElectieiAR and UNITED for
Intercultural Action published @harterfor a ron-racist society, encouraging political parties to speak
clearly against racism and other forms of discrimination against minorities in the run up to elections.

[PRACTICE HIGHLIGHTS

In Austrig a group of antdiscrimination experts monitored the 2008 City 2"
Council elections in the city of Graz. The public messages of the pa | A
running for election were analysed on issues such as discrimination J EL[ i
ethnical and/qr religious gdry Ra ® ¢ KS LI NJi LK SO | \Vienschenrechtsbeirat 4 S NS
SOl fdzZZ SR dzaAy3a | WONF FFTAO A 3R SEie AaYQo
RAAONAYAYIFG2NE OSKIFI@GA2dzN3d W, Stf26Q F2NJ wNJ\a‘[ e
discriminatory behaviour. The goals of the election monitoring werghenone hand to raise awareness f
RAAONAYAYlGA2y A&dadzSa yR 2y (KS 20KSNJ KIFIyR Tthe
results of the evaluation were published during three press conferences before the election.

The 2011 pilot project entitled Migrant Voices-
Mainstreaming Diversity in Political Partiesked : Becoming a Party of Choice: a Tool
at parties as social entities that aim to attraarid = for Mainstreaming Diversity
recruit voters, members and candidatesand <00
employ staff members as well as the providerg
and buyers of serviceRiversifying staff members
and the service providers are two areas thd
political parties, as with any other organisatio
can achieve greater diversitfhe results of this
project ofer political parties a toolkit that
provides benchmarkand indicators for evaluating
strategies, as well as concrete proposals
effective multilevel diversity mainstreaming.

Leading on from this work, @mew project entitted5 A SNEAGE Ay t2f AGAOF

Organisation and Representatitvas recently been launched initiate, assessral support diversity

or national origin, and religiont KA a | LJJ AS&d 020K 6AGK NB

t t

development processes with regard to ethnic diversity in major political parties in member states. )
The project both raises awareness and develops practical tools to promote diversity development knd

o
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parties, particularly at the nationd¢vel, and enhances the chances of participationTiird-country
nationalsin parties.

PRACTICE HIGHLIGHTS

‘ r In the UK ,Networks of Regional Diversity Champiomsre set up as early a000 to
k / address thdssue of underepresentation for elected representativesEach champion i

i Regional Party to promote an equalities, diversity and wide

< appointed by a . JUATHES, CIVErs
'A ‘\ participation ethos. They devise an annual plan of action to inereagersity through al
levels of the Party and support the region to effectively deliver these activitidsrmation on this good
practicewas gatheredn the framework of the project "Migrant VoicesMainstreaming Diversity in Politicz

Partieg &

3.3 Representation: ¢ onsultative bodies and dialogue platforms

Beyond the electoral process, immigramsy have the opportunity to participateni consultative
forums or bodies. These can be valuable tools for political participation, representation and
defending the interests of foreign residents, especially at the local le€@ehsultative bodies at the
local and national levels could potentially stimulate immigrant politicatiggation and improve
integration policies by communicating the views of immigrant representatives to governments and
other stakeholders.While migrants are more or less awaretbé& immigrant organisationghat may

form part of these consultative bodsethey do not often tend to join them, as can be seen by the
adjoiningresults of thelmmigrant Citizens Survey

Figure 18. Knowledge and membership of organisations
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Note: "‘Dont knows' below 5% except Antwerp (3.7 %),

According to the 199Explanatory Report on the participation of foreigners in public life at the |
level the Council of Europelefines a consultative body of foreign residents as having any o
following:
a) participation by representates of foreign residents in an advisory capacity in
deliberations of local authority committees;
b) consultative committees with mixed membership comprising members of local auth
committees and representatives of foreign residents;
c) consultative counits with purely foreign membership.

In 2012, the Latvian Centre for Public Policy PROVIDUS produced a p&umersoitative bodies and
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dialogue platforms for immigrant commuigst a LJ- NXapatily bulldkh§ of MGOs representing
Thirdcountry national®  LIJNEn&nSeOrilakly by the European Fund for the Integration Difiird
country nationalslIt describes an effective consultative body as having:

1 regular communicatiorwith different ministries and branches of government about policies
concerning immigrantswith substantial expertise irthe development of new policies
providedby the consultative body;

9 ahabit ofresponse to the recommendations tife consultative bodyy public authorities.

To function as an effective dialogue platform,
9 the representation ofseveral branchministries dealingvith various aspects of policy that
haveanA YLJ OG 2y A Yiy thd edlingfyisi desirdble @irGiting the presence of

governmentinstitutionsi 2 2y S WNBalLlRyaArAofSQ YAyAadNB YI @&

irrelevantfor the rest of public administration);

1 the presence of othesegments of civibociety (social partnersocialsupport organisations,
possibly other NGOsworking with integration issues, e.g. antacism organisations)is
desirable,in order to make communication between immigrant csolciety and the rest of
civilsocietymore direct and pluralistic;

The members othe consultative body/dialogue platfon have to be free to propose the agenda for
consultations, and to involve other social and political actors, in order to make the concerns and
initiatives of the immigrant community and its contributions to public policy agenda, heard in society.

On a Euwpean level, theEuropean Integration Forutas been meeting twice a year since 2009 to
provide an opportunity for civil society organisations to express their views on migrant integration
issues ad to discuss with the European institutions challenges and priorities. In the
CommunicationA Common Agenda for Integration: Framework for the Integration of I®adntry
Nationals in he European Unidrof September 2005, the European Commission affirmed that a
comprehensive approach, involving stakeholders at all levels, is essential for the success of
integration policies.

The 2010 European Economic and Social Committee commissionatly $0 assess the state of
national consultative bodies on integratioshows that mtional governments consult with their
foreign residents in 10 EU Membey e
States. Germanynal Italyonly have "“\
frameworks for national ..

consultations (Integration Summiy'._

or Islam Conference in the former@}
and a legislative decree in th "‘
latter). Most countries have a
national system of consultation
with the exceptionsbeing Austria,

France, and feece, which havea

legalframework and bodies at local
but not (yet) national level.
According to the MIPEX study

consultative bodies exist on a loce B ciicotywtovourabie-0 [l unfovourabe - 1:20
level in 15 countries (as seen il g

image to thke right). Robust R A A N
consultative bodiesire found to do K -
more to promote civic participation, support the emergence of immigrant civil society, grant basic £,
political liberties to all and open voting rights and citizenship. &

Shghtly unfavourable - 21-40 . Halfway favourable - 41-59

A


http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/policy/legal.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/EU_actions_integration.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/EU_actions_integration.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=17404
http://www.mipex.eu/political-participation

European

Commission

EUROPEAN WEB SITE ON INTEGRATION

PRACTICE HIGHLIGHTS

Anumbe of activities took place iBulgariain order to encourage intercultural dialogue,
including the establishment @& Consultative forunin 2010consisting of representatives of
local stakeholders and immigrants to ensure sustainability of the project results.

Projects such astnowebin Estoniawhich also started in 201@re communicating the work
done bycultural organisations and minority communitjesgith the aim of facilitating closer
cooperation with the state.

In 2008, Strasbourg set ug@eign resident advisory bodrto allow all the residents of
{GNYao2dz2NBX NB3IAIFINRtSaa 27F yI A2 ykeepidginanind
that non EU members do not have the right to vote in Fraigiece 1976, the town dRoubaix
KFa KFER I O02YYAaarazy (2 SyO2dzNy 3S GKS LI
and give migrants a voice to highlight the problems they face.

One of the numerous consultative bodies in Gergadhe national association of communal
representations of Migrants in Badeftirttembergwas created athe representation organ of
the foreign populatiorin the Land It isa dialogue partner of the state parliament, state
government and all relevant organisations as well as comparable boards of migrants in ot
federal states. The LAKA works together with the federal council of immigration and
integration. The association isaHirst representation of migrants in Bad&¥lrttemberg which
is organized and acts independent of nationalities, parties and religions.

ThePolishNational Platform for Cooperan serves as a forum for communication and
exchange of information and experience between participating institutions. It also plays a
of a consultative mechanism to facilitate the development, implementation and evaluation
integration strategy ad actions in this regard. Representatives of various institutions were
invited to participate in the Platform: representatives of government andgalernment
administration, trade unions, employers' organisations, social, cultaral religious
organigtions, media, political parties, NGOs and immigrant associations.

Official and structured consultation with immigrants is often presented as an alternative to electoral
rights, however according to the first chapter in theclusive Democracy in Europablication,there

Figure 3: Electoral rights and consultative bodies in the EU, Norway, and Switzerland does not seem to be a trawf
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has been increasg overthe last ten

be identified for countries
establishing constdtive  bodies.
Particularlyin countries where hey
II” I || do not have a strong legabasis,
consultatie bodies come and go
dependingon the political nood in

the country or at localevel.

M Electoral Rights M Consultative bodies

to twenty years, such a trend cannot
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COUNTRY EWSI HIGHLIGHTS ON REPRESENTATION

Austria

Belgium

Bulgaria

Denmark

Estonia

France

Finland

Germany

In 2010, the government committed to Bational Action Plan for Integratiorafter
numerous NGO consultations, an integration platform, expert reports and pal
statistics and new indicatord hisPlanencourages interultural dialogue on all leveland
saw the creation of an IntegratioBounciland Advisory Boardwhich includecivil society
stakeholders

In 2011, the Islam Dialogue Forumvas set up following a recommendationby the
Integration Counitin order toestablish an institutionadialogue with Muslims in Austria.
In 2012, a general consultatiomith all citizens of Vienntook place to create th&ienna
Charter which provides the framework for good neighbourly relations, actively promi
dialogue betweertitizens and builds solidarity.

The Minorities Forumaims to strengthen the role of associations of ethnic minoritie
terms of empowerment, interculturality red participation. Since 2000 the Minoriti
Forum acts as spokesman and advocate of ethnic minorities in Flanders and Brusse
The SHARE platfar was createdin 2011to partner with migrants in Frenespeaking
Belgiumto strengthen the participation of migrants as actors in the debates and po
concerning migration and make their recommendations on integration visible. The
aim to raiseawareness about the work of migrant organisations and create syne
between these organisations and other actors in society.

According to the ACCEPT Pluralism projélcgre are no official institutions for the
representation of migrantsit a national or local level. This melyange as the number «
immigrants arriving in Bulgaria increasest present, they only represent 1.5% of t
population.

TheCouncil for Ethnic Minoritiewas established in 1999 by the Integratidnt aiming to
promote participation of ethnic minorities in all areas of society. The Council advise
Minister ofSocial Affairend Integration on issues of importance to immigrants i
refugees. The Council furthermore comments on new initiatives hasl the right to
comment on general issues relating to ethnic minorities but cannot deal with indiv
cases, complaints or the like. The Council consists of 14 members who are elected
representatives from the local integration councils in the ncipalities.

Convened by the Estonian Cooperation AssemblyRbend Table of Nationalitiesxists
since 2010to engage Estonian inhabitants of different ethnicitiespther tongues anc
nationalities and to advise the President of the Republic where necessary.

Citizens of other countries and stateless persons living in Estonia are being invited
part in discussions on integratioas a result of which a new integration plan is to
drawn up by the end of 2013.

A national network entitled Conseil francias de la citoyennete de reside&@weaCiR was
launched in April 2011, uniting the foreign residents councils of a number of French
One of its aims is to elevate the issue of the right to vote and the eligibility of fo
residents to the national level.

TheAdvisory Board on Ethnic Relations (ETS@)e current stage of a long sequence
consultative bodies for refugees and immigrant affairs. It has the formal features
dialogue platformbecause its mandate includes exchange of information and views
awareness raising in society and among immigrant communities.

The Federal Advisory Council on Integrati(Beirat der Integrationsbeauftragten), ma
up of 32 representatives drawn from immigrant and other interest groups, advise
Federal government on immigration issues.

The Federal Immigration and Integration CounciiBundeszuwanderungs un
Integrationsrat) is made up of national associations of local foreigners council:
foreigners representationsThis represents over 400 democratically elected foreig
councils in 13 states.

Other informal national networks such as thHeorum der Brueckenbaueexist that
encourage political participation and othategration policies.
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Greece

Ireland

Italy

Latvia

Luxembourg

Netherlands

Portugal

In 2010, a new law was passed called the 'New Architecture of Local Governme
Decentralized Administratiog Kallikratis ProgrammeThis itroduced the establishmer
of Migrant Integration Councils at the level of municipalities to represent migri
however the role is purely consultative and only a minority of municipalities have ac
set them up. IMlovember 2012members of migrant communities decided to create tt
own coordinating body to give them a voice on a national and international level.
Thenew Greek National Strategy for the Integration Hfirdcountry nationalgeiterates
the importance of integration in local societies through the Local Integration Count
Municipal Authorities.

A Ministerial Councilwas set up in 2010 to advise the Minister on migration issue
Ireland, but this Council is now defunct. A numbet.o€al Authority Integration forhave
been set up, however, but these are netatutory, loosely consultative bodies.

The TurceNapolitano law (1998) createthree representative bodiestwo at national
levelando® |G t20Ff tS@StxX 6K2aS FAY 61l a
social and cultural issues, and to propose solutions. Nevertheless, since the begimyi
have proved to be inefficient, due to their composition. Besides the It
representatives, members of the most representative immigrant associations had
part of these bodies, but it was difficult to identify which were the most representa
Consequently, it often occurred that only Italian representatives participated in
meetings of these bodies. The two national bodies were therefore unofficially disbe
by the BossFini law (2002). Only thenmigrant Territorial Counciktill exist today.
Further local representative bodiesf migrants do exist, but they are only consultat
FYR GKSANI AYYAINIyYyd YSYOSNBR INB 2F04S
associations, thus are not completely representative.

A foundirg meeting of theCongress of Nonitizenswas held in March 2013 in Riga. T
Congress plans to work as a rRgovernmental organization representing the interests
[ i oAOREAYyBYyas sAGK GKS KSELI 2F LINRGS
NBLINBaAaSY(iSRéE YR AYAGALFGAY 3 O2dzNI LIN
and material damage caused by the status of odizens. This is also to compensate |
fact that non-citizens are not allowed to propose legislative initiativascording to the
Latvian parliament.

Furthermore, aConsultative board on immigrant integratidmas recently been set u
meeting for the first time on 5 April 2013. This board includes -governmental
organisations that were chosen through an open call and who represent recenthed
Third-country nationalsamong others.

Although the modern version of thé&lational Council for Foreignemsas establishel
through thelaw of the 16' December 2008it was only made operational in Septemk
2012. It is to act as an advisory body to the Luxembourg government on issues rele
foreigners and integration. 34 memberslwepresent foreigners, refugees, syndicates i
other members of civil society.

Furthermore, based on 2011 law local consultative bodies should also be create:
each commue. However, by late 2012, quarterof the communes still had to put thel
into place.

According to the latest proposal for theew Integration Agendathe Minister intends tc
terminate the institutionalised consultationsith ethnic minorities.

TheAdvisory Council for Immigrant Affairs (CO@dh advisory body that works with tf
High Commission for Immigration and Intercultural Dialogue (ACIDI) and aims to
the participation and collaboration of associations representing immigrants, partner:
social and charitable organizations, thefiddéion of social integration policies and
combat exclusion.
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Slovenia In 2008, the government established ti@ouncil for the Integration of Foreignenghich
reports to the government, issues recommendations and monitors the implementati
integration YSI & dzNBa® |1 2SOSNE GKS o02Reé Ay
representatives as well as civil society representatives, while migrants are
represented.

Spain The Forum for the Social Integration of Immigranims established in 1994 and is
tripartite consultative body made up of representatives of major NGOs, immi
associations, and public authorities. It is both a consultative body (with clearly de
consultation function) and a dialogue platform, ensuring structured dialogue an
immigrant associations, public authorities, social partners (employer association
labour unions) and local authorities.

Sweden Although Sweden is the highest ranking ctwynon the MIPEX its lowest resuli
(positioning it in 61) is in political participation because it no longer has official immig
consultative bodies. According to the MIPEX, national authsritiuld once consult wit
immigrant representatives through th€entre Against Racisnbut now they tend tc
consult with civil society directly when they change policies.

United Kingdom  Based on the Race Retats Act 1976n0 restrictionsapply to rights to associatiol
However the many associations that have been created by immigrants and
supported by government are not orgaeid together in consultative bodies, thus gain
0 on thisMIPEX indicatoror a concrete example, seendon

4. Migrant youth

In 2011, there were 20.5 million Thirdountry nationals in the European Union, more than half of
which were between 20 and 34 years of agee Tiegative effects of the economic and finaalcrisis

on growth and employment arparticularly affecting young people with fewer opportungjesuch as
the immigrant youth. This, together witithe events in the Southern &tliterranean since the end of
2010 has encouraged the rise afformal and spontaneous forms of participati@s opposed to
formal political participatia which was already orhé decliné amongstyoung people Movements
such as the Indignados in Spain or the Occupy movements provided a voice tgooagymigrants

to express their frustration at thpolitical authoritiesin particular.

TheEU Youth Conferendbat took place in March 2013 under the hifresidency brought together
young people and policy makers from across the European Union to discuss and inform the
development of youth policy at national and European level, with a special focus on the issue of
social inclusioh The Conference highlited the importance of youth participation and youth
organisations that include people from different backgrounds such as young migrants. Aware that
young people are not motivated to participateand undemrepresented, in democratidife, the
Conference reemmends that youttbe encouraged and empowered through education, civil society
and representativeinstitutions, while democratic, representative youth structures should be actively
involved at local, regional, national and European leSeme politiciansiave already made a special
effort to reach out to young migrant voters in particular. THienish Mnister for Labouispecifically
encouraged the immigrant youth to participatey’ f I &0 &SI NQ& Ydzy AOA LI f St S

*C2NJ (0 KSA NI LZAckoOok SooidlBh&S Q¥ , 2z Kh! ¢ 1 OF NNASR 2dzi f AGSNF GdzZNB N
Austria, France, Ireland, Italy and Slovakia.

® Consultations with young people in Irelamre carried out a part of a European programme called Structured Dialogue —

and together with the feedback frorsimilar meetings in the other 26 Member States, helped to guide the themes for

discussion at the Conference. Migrants and young people from ethnic backgrounglisigrealled as being at particular risk 2

of social exclusion and were mentioned regularly throughout the consultations. an
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the decisioamaking in their local area, while yourtstonianRussias are already showing more
interest in politics thartheir Estonian counterparts. Unfortunately in the UK¢a@rding to theEthnic
Minority British Election Surveyoung people with dlack Caribbean backgroumtb not feel that
the British political system lsareated them fairly

PRACTICE HIGHLIGHTS

FORUMand the Netherland Youth Council organisedoaith debate to stimulate the political participation ¢
the young migrantén the municipality The goals of the projeetere:

1 To stimulate political participation of immigrant young pegple
1 Toput subjects important to multicultural youth on the political agenda
1 To stimulate organisation of a good infrastructure for multicultural young people

According toa European Policy Brigésued from the projectdP2YOUTH. Youthactor of social
O K |_ytHeSdllowing are some guidelines fonfancingg 2 dzy 3 LJS2 LX SQ& LI NI A OA LI
a) accepting a diversity of forms of participation; and overcoming dichotomies of participation
and non-participation;
b) participation mechaisya Ay | ff UKFNRU FyR Ua2F4U AyadAd
and transitions;
c) public spaces for expression and negotiation of individual needs and interests;
d) disconnect participation rights from pgress in education and transitions to work;
e) recognise youth cultures as contexts in which young people develop political orientations
f) conceive of all activities of young people in the public as potential participation requiring
dialogue and understandg of motives and aspirations.

Keeging these guidelines in minthe Conclusions of the Council of the European Urdod of the
Representatives of the Governments of the Meml&tates, meeting witim the Council, on the
participation and social inclusion of young people with emphasis on those with a migrant background

are a small step in the right directian enhancing young migrant participatiomheConclusionsake

into accalzy’ (i #@ichve participation of young people covers all areas affectinmgageople's lives,

as well asactive involvement in democratic processes I Y R O 2 yeinpoR&ing(.. Jiydung &
people with a migrant background tlfil their potential to marticipate actively at local, regional,

national and European level is assential factor for the achievement of greater social inclusiod

for the sound, sustainablend democratic functioning and further development of socidti€s Ly 2 NR SN
to enhancethe participation and social inclusion of young people with a migrant backgrained
Conclusions invite Member States poomote the participation of...) young people with a migrant
background in decisiemaking structures and enhance their effectivartzpation and contribution

to the policies andlJN2 AN} YYSa GKIG FFFSOG GKSY o6FLa Ay WoQ
States tosupport networking and stimulate strategic partnerships between youth organisations,
including migrant youth organisationaythorities at local, regigal and national level as welk the

private sector to organise projects and events leg young people that recognisdiversity and

promote inclusiod® YO Q> WSQ YR WTFQ | 620S0

According to aRecommendation by the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Eurepe
democracycan, through new technology, a#ict young peopled democracydemocratic institutions
and democratic processeand concurrently aims teespect and implement fundamental freedoms,
human rights and minority rightsncluding freedom of, and access to, information.
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5. Conclusion

Over the past 20 years, adwees have been made in the EU to allow Hewdntry nationals the right

to participate politically. According to the low number of signatories and especially ratifications of the
Conention on the participation of foreigners in public life at the local ldwavever, there is still
some way to go before Thicbuntry nationals in all European Union countries are empowered
equally.

There are major obstacles for immigrants to parttein local, egional and national el¢éions across
Europe. Only sixteen Member States have implemented local voting rights for foreign residents while
only two give rights to a limited number of migrants in national electiorditi€éal and civic
participation of migrants goes beyond the right to vdtewever- even though equalotingrights set

the conditions in which participation can flourisfhird-country nationals also have candidacy rights,
but this is currently the case in only ten countries liocal elections, four in regional elections and
two in national elections. @sultative bodie®ffer migrants another form of representation by giving
them the opportunity to defend their rights and express their opinions to local and/or national
authorities, yetcannot be consideredsa generally applied alternative for electoral righfgcess to
citizenship remains one of the main legal restrictions to full political participatmedial Feature
2012/03.

Being political and civic participation primarily a national competency, European institutions can only

make recommendations, support debate and knowledge exchange on the promotion of political

rights and participation timmigrants, including encouraging political actors to be more reflective of
a20AS0Ged C2NJ SEI YLX Sz (EuSpesnduBdaIBrithé Intec@alori Bhadd A 2 Y Q&
country natonals recommends Member States to make an effort to remove the obstacles to
YAINIYGEAQ LREAGAOFE LI NIAOALI GA2Yy @ ¢ KSNBE I NB I f
stakeholders across Europe to enhance civic and political rights antbpe participation in political

life.

In those countries where migrants do have the right to participate in local or national politics,
activities are undertaken to inform them about their rights and responsibilities and to encourage
them to vote. Howeer based on the low turout of Thirdcountry nationals in many elections, more
work needs to be done to get them to the ballot box. Political parties that are open and welcoming to
immigrants and give them support as they rise through the ranks are rhikety to attract
immigrants aspiring to work in politics.

Due to a certain level of apathy regarding formal political participation, immigrant youth deserves
special consideration within any political system and to be encouraged to participate plyliitedre
possible, in the broadest sense of the term. Diverse forms of participatiowelzmeand could be
developed and expanded through the use of new technologies.
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Annex: Relevant items on the European Web Site on Integration

Integration Practices

COUNTR'

NAME

LINK

AT

BG
DE

DE

DE

DE

EE

FR

FR

GB

GB

INT

LT
LU
NL

PL

Anti-Discrimination Monitoring of
Elections in Austria

Support for Integration Project

Berlin Integration Strategy and
Integration Monitoring 202011

Success of Integration and to Promote
'Intercultural Competence'

The First Lewig Integration Fair
National Association of @Gomunal

Representations of Migrants in Baden
Wurttemberg (Laka)

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/practice/details.cfm?ID_ITEMS=7104

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/practice/details.cfm?ID_ITEMS=29615
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/practice/details.cfm?ID_ITEMS=3740

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/practice/details.cfm?ID_ITEMS=21132

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/practice/details.cfm?ID_ITEMS=7525

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/practice/details.cfm?ID_ITEMS=17388

News Portal, Organisations Catalogue ¢ http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/practice/details.cfm?ID_ITEMS=22480

SociaNetwork for the National
Minorities Organisations 'Etnoweb’

Creation of a Foreign Resident Advisory http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/practice/details.cfm?ID_ITEMS=10868

Board
Conseil Roubaisien déniterculturalité et
de laCitoyenneté

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/practice/details.cfm?ID_ITEMS=29741

Network of Regional Diversity Champiol http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/practice/detailfm?ID_ITEMS=24642

Kaleidoscope Culture Club

Voicing Democracy in Successful
European Societies

A Constitution for All

Consulting Centre for Migrants
Participating in Local Eléshs: Results

Youth Debate in the Municipality to
Stimulate Political Participation

Active and CompetentMigrants in Civil
Society

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/practice/details.cfm?ID_ITEMS=19107

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/practice/details.cfm?ID_ITEMS=31617

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/practice/details.cfm?ID_ITEMS=7705
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/practice/details.cim?ID_ITEMS=27583
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/practice/details.cfm?ID_ITEMS=23175
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/practice/details.cfm?ID_ITEMS=7593

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/practice/details.cfm?ID_ITEMS=19552

PL National Platform focCooperation http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/practice/details.cfm?ID_ITEMS=18845

SH Intercultural Dialogue in Sodertélje http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/practice/details.cfm?ID_ITEMS=21738

News

COUNTRY NAME LINK

EU FRACIT conference at the European  http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=34451
Parliament, 26 February 2013

EU Social Platform launches a consultation http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=31192
on migration

EU The charter for political parties for a ner http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=33762
racist society: a message for elections

AT Dialogforum Islam http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=35698
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http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=34451
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Austria: Vienna Chartey Shaping the http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?IDTEMS=31633
future together

Austria: Nearly a quarter of the Viennes http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=33752
have no right to vote

Belgium: More opportunities needed for http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=25337
immigrants in elections in Flanders

Germany: network to promote the http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32385
integration of immigrants

Germany: Political partiesntegration is http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32277
also a matter in politics

Germany: Discussion of the Renewal o' http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=12661
the Islam Conference

Denmark: Should foreigners be allowed http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=33714
i2 @20S Xy yRIQdt | 6 c

Denmark: DF wants to take away http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=28991
F2NBAIYSNEQ NARIKIDG

Speech by Estonian president on the  http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=14197
convening of the Round Table of

Nationalities

Grassroots integration discussions to be¢ http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=34525
launched in Estonia

Spain: The Ibiza Immigration Forum wa http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/enhews/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=31174
constituted the 9th of October 2012

Spain: SOS Racism demands that all  http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=30042
immigrants have the right to vote

Spain: Immigrants assert their http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=29884
contribution

Finland: Minister Ihalaineancourages  http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32522
immigrants to use their vote

Finland: Project aims to spairkmigrant http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=29190
interest in local elections

Finland: Immigrants are in the candidat: http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=30572
lists as decoration

Finland: The activity of voting speaks http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=29994
volumes about integration

France: Jeaiviarc Ayrault prometn http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=30295
LINe2Sid RS t2Ar T f¢
droit de vote des étrangers

Les Frangais et le droit detecet http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=31523
d'éligibilité des étrangers aux élections

locales

France: Le droit de vote désrangers http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=30080
aux élections, c'est maintenant

France : la diversité fait une entrée http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=28580
timide au palais Bourbon

France: La diversité entrera (un peu) a http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=28357
I'Assemblée

France: Diversity in the general electior http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=28270
all parties fail

Le documentaire « Candidats pour du http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetailfen?ID_ITEMS=28320
beur? » sort au cinéma

France: Muslims chose Hollande, http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=27580
Catholics Sarkozy

Droit de vote des étrangers aux électior http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32725
locales : le Premier ministre va entamet

des consultations

UK:More needs to be done to meet the http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=25476
needs of ethnic minority voters, new filn

argues
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UK: PM orders new minorities push to http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32312
stave off Tory election crisis

UK: How do you get people to vote? http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32521
Force them to when they're young

(Opinion piece)

Greece: Migrant groups slagovernment http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=33375
over Greek citizenship law

Greece: Court orders citizenship law to http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32734
be scrapped

Greece: The creatioof a coordinating http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=31601
body announced by members of migrar

communities

Luxembourg: National Council for http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=30158
foreigners installed

Luxembourg: Who is part of the Nation¢ http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=30159
Council for Foreigners (CNE)

LU : the municipal consultative bodies http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=29473

Luxembourg: Situation of the local http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm®_ITEMS=29476
consultative bodies

Luxembourg: we celebrate together, we http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=29481
do not decide together

LU Demography and democracy http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=28963

Latvia: Consultative board of immigrant http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=34291
integration meets for the first time

Latvia: Congress of Naritizens gathers http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=33965
approximately 400 participants

Latvia: Academic believes political http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=30814
participation rights for nortitizens

would solve ethnic problems

Latvia: Decision on a referendum to gra http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=30468
citizenship to all nostitizens delayed

Latvia: Parliament refused to grant non http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=30153
citizens the right to propose legislative

initiatives

Latvia: former integration advisor joins ¢ http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=29572
political party

Latvia: NGO campaigns for voting rights http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=27260
in municipality elections of nenitizens

[FG@BALY [ AGAT Sy aQ hitp/lec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=26275
Integration

Latvia: Congress of NéRitizens to be http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/nevs/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=33625
held in March

Open call for NGO and academic expel http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32867
on integration council

Netherlands: More Diversity in the Lowe http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=31054
House

Netherlands: More women, ethnic http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=30946
minorities and people with low educatio

needed in politics

Netherlands: PVV 'A person with dual  http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=30301
nationdity should not Chair the Lower

House'

Netherlands: Time to have a migrant  http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=30055
chair the Lower House

Netherlands: Alliance of Moroccebutch http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=29957
asks DutcHMloroccans to vote

Netherlands: Less voters of foreign http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=30056
descent than the native counterpart

Netherlands: Amsterdam's Muslims fee http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=29637
betrayed by politicians
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http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32867
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=31054
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=30946
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=30055
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=29957
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=30056
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=29637
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NL Netherlands: Socialist Party allegedly  http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=29606
most popular with Dutch of foreign
descent
NL Netherlands: Dutch politicians of foreigr http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=29314
descent criticised for campaigning in ow
community
NL Netherlands: DutctBurinamese ex http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=28906
mayor to defend interests elderly
immigrants
NL Netherlands: Dutch Musliparty folds http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=28520
PT Portugal: the Regional Advisory Counci http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=30849
for Immigration Affairs met in Ponta
Delgada
PT Portugal: Foreign citizens in the elector: http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=29540
lists in 2011
PT Portugal: Proposal to amend the http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=26498

Foreigners ActLaw 23/2007 of July 4

PT Portugal: Minister of the Presidency http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=18954
favorable to the participation of
immigrants in national politics

SE Sweden: Foreign nationals able to hold http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=17078
high positions after constitutional
changes

] Slovenia: Peter Bossman becomes http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=16711

Eastern Europe's first black mayor

SK Béla Bugar (Most Hid) party presents  http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=24527
candidates with different nationalities
and origins to parliamentary elections

Documents
COUNTR' NAME LINK
EU Conclusions of the Committee on http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=34908

Migration, Refugees and Displaced

Persons on the report ‘For more

democratic elections'

European Parliament resolution of 14

March 2013 on the integration of

migrants, its effects on the labour marke

and the external dimension of social
EU security coordiation http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=34907
EU Consultative bodies and dialogue http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=28997

platforms for immigrant communities:

lessons from three EU countries

Charter of Political Parties for a noacist

EU society http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=34559
EU Civic education and youth participation http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfml_ITEMS=34468
EU European Parliament resolution on the http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resoures/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=16634

links between legal and illegal migration
and integration of migrants
(2004/2137(IN1))

EU Handbook on Integration for policy http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=12892
makers and practitioners

EU EUROSTAT: Indioes of Immigrant http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=21352
Integration. A pilot study

EU Immigration in the EU: policies and politi http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32611
in times of crisis2007-2012

EU Inclusive Democracy in Europe http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=31479
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European
Commission

EU

EU

EU

EU

EU

EU

EU

EU

EU

EU

EU

EU

EU

EU

EU

EU

EU

EU

EU

EU

EU

EU

EU

EU

EU

Report: European Conference on
Tolerance, Pluralism and Social Cohesic
Responihg to the Challenges of the 21si
Century in Europe

ePractice and Social Media: a Symbiotic http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32612

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32145

Relationship?

Immigrant Citzens Survey Final Report:
How Immigrants Experience Integration

Becoming a Party of Choice: A Tool for
Mainstreaming Diversity

The new face of digital populism

Inform-ConsutEmpower: A Thred&ired
Approach to eParticipation

Political Partiipation of Third-country
nationalsin Estonia, Latvia and Poland

Youth participation in Europe. Beyond
discourses, practices and realities

ENARgy September 204Bolitical
participation & representation of ethnic
minorities: From wishful thinking to
reality?

PROMINSTAT Working Paper No- 08
vdzk yGAGEGA GBS 51 Gl
Participation in Europe

Political participation, mobilisation and
representationof immigrants and their
offspring in Europe

Migration and Democracy: Migrant
Participation in Public Affairs

European Policy Brief: UP2YOUMduth,
actor of social change

Education and Political Participation of
Migrants and Htnic Minorities in the EU:
Policy Analysis

Education and Political Participation of
Migrants and Ethnic Minorities in the EU
An Overview of the Literature
Handbook on Bbemocracy

h LI NIdzyAGie aidNHzOG
active civigarticipation in the European

Union: sharing comparative observation:

Civic activation of immigrantsAn

introduction to conceptual and theoretice

issues
A citizen's duty: Voter inequality and the
case for compulsory turnout

Migration and Citizenship: Legal Status,
Rights and Political Participation

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=28112
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=232

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=24064

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32613

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=21531
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32632

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resourcekletail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=16354

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=17582

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32630

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=11326

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=12500

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=9987

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resouces/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=9988

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32629

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=6945

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resouces/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=6946

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cim?ID_ITEMS=32520

http:// ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=1460

Religious cleavages, organizations and 1 http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=6962

political participation of immigrants in
Milan and Zurich

The Perception of Politic&pportunities
by Immigrants and Their Impact on
Political Participation: Italians and
Kosovars in Geneva

Migrant Integration Policy Index IlI
(MIPEX)

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=6963

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/dtail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32644

Promoting Intercultural Dialogue and the http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=14558

Participation of Immigrants in the
Democratic Process

A guide to minorities and political
participation in SoutfEastEurope

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=8469
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