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The Agenda 2030 setting the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) adopted by the UN General 
Assembly in September 2015 was conceived as an ambitious and universal Agenda towards transitional 
models of inclusive and sustainable development, both nationally and internationally. In its resolution the 
signatory countries acknowledged being determined to end poverty and hunger worldwide by 2030, to fight 
inequalities within and between countries, to build peaceful, just and inclusive societies, to protect human 
rights and to promote gender equality and empowerment of women and girls, and to ensure long-term 
protection of the planet and its natural resources. It is therefore a complex and comprehensive Agenda, 
designed by and for an increasingly globalized and diverse world, with major social divisions and climate, 
demographic and productive challenges requiring urgent action. The setting-up of the Agenda mobilized 
more than 5 million people who participated in intergovernmental conferences, panels of experts and ad 
hoc working groups, while regional, national and sectorial public consultations were undertaken. It is, 
therefore, an Agenda built through a broad social participation process. 

The SDGs are a comprehensive development Agenda that call for a joint effort to transform everyone 
(developed and developing countries), based on the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities. 
They are intended, therefore, to promote quality collective action at the international level addressing global 
issues and to provide democratic legitimacy to the political measures at the different levels of government. 
To enforce such an Agenda an unprecedented mobilization of resources and political support will be 
required. It will be necessary to stimulate innovation and learning processes to address problems against 
no obvious solutions exist. The changes demanded are beyond mere technical adjustments and affect 
consumption and production patterns of societies, their behaviour and their social construction, therefore 
alternatives must be built with a broad participation and social support, seeking collaboration with all 
stakeholders through networks and partnerships working together. 

The objective of this seminar is to discuss what the commitments of this Agenda entail for Europe, 
including for both the European institutions and the Member States, and stressing the role of civil society in 
the achievement of the expected outcomes. The seminar is structured around three major issues: 

Firstly, the transformative scope of the Agenda will be analysed for two crucial dimensions: social inclusion 
and environmental sustainability. Is it really a transformative Agenda? Does it meet the needs arising from 
the necessary transition strategies towards an inclusive and sustainable development? 

Second, the viability of the 2030 Agenda: given its scope and ambition, it requires unprecedented 
mobilization of financial and technical support and political will. Have the necessary means required to 
ensure its implementation been put in place? How to assess the results of the Third Conference on 
Financing for Development? 

Finally, the emphasis will be placed on the role of citizen’s participation in the realization and 
implementation of the Agenda as well as in monitoring the mechanisms to ensure the proper accountability 
by the institutions responsible for promoting it. How can the citizens be mobilized? How to ensure 
monitoring and effective accountability at the various levels of the institutions responsible for implementing 
the Agenda? 



 

PROGRAMME 
 
 
Morning session 

 
 09:00 Welcome Jordi Bacaria, director, CIDOB 
 

Introduction José Antonio Alonso, professor, ICEI-UCM 
          Anna Ayuso, senior research fellow, CIDOB 
 

 09:30 Is it really a transformative Agenda?  
  Moderator: José Antonio Alonso, professor, ICEI-UCM 

 
The fight against inequality between and within countries 
Mario Negre, senior researcher, DIE  
 
Ensuring sustainable energy for all  
Ana Pueyo, research fellow, IDS 
 
Discussants: 

  Irene Maestro, permanent lecturer, University of Barcelona  
Andrea Costafreda, associate lecturer, Blanquerna - Ramon Llull University 

  
 11:30 Coffee break 

 
        12:00 Is the Agenda viable? 

Moderator: Iñigo Macías, OXFAM-Intermón 
 
Financing the Agenda. What's new? 
Bruce Byiers, Senior Policy Officer, ECDPM  
 

 From the International commitments to national and local policies 
 José Antonio Alonso, professor, ICEI –UCM 
 

  Discussants: 
Rafael Grasa, president, ICIP 
Giovanni Camilleri, international coordinator, ART-PNUD  
 
 

Afternoon session 
 
 15.30 How to involve social participation in the 2030 Agenda? 
  Moderator: Anna Ayuso, senior research fellow, CIDOB 

 
Social participation and the challenge of citizen ownership of the Agenda  
Jonathan Glennie, director of Policy and Research, Save the Children UK  
 

 Questions concerning monitoring and accountability  
Pau Vidal, director, Observatori del Tercer Sector  
 
Discussants: 
Josep Maria Coll, associate senior researcher, CIDOB   
Tono Albareda, vice-president, La Fede.Cat  
 

        17:30  Conclusions 
 
        17:50  Closure 

Manuel Manonelles, general director of Multilateral and European Affairs, Government of 
Catalonia 

  Jordi Bacaria, director, CIDOB 


