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The Atlantic as a laboratory for globalisation 

Given the way the centre of power and economic growth is being dis-
placed towards the global south, growing interdependence is affecting 
the reconfiguration of the traditional geopolitical spaces. The EU, which 
has been especially affected by these transformations, has found itself 
obliged to consider how to manage its decline and improve its position 
as a global actor. 

As a consequence, the transatlantic relationship can no longer be read 
from an exclusively North-North perspective. Increased South-South trade 
and cooperation, economic and investment growth and the Atlantic 
energy boom are all sufficiently important features to merit a global 
political response. At the same time, non-traditional security issues, 
such as the trafficking of drugs, weapons and other unlawful activities 
are increasing in the Atlantic: the Gulf of Guinea, for example, is being 
converted into the access point for pirate attacks in the Atlantic. In addi-
tion to this, the Atlantic is currently the site of tensions generated by 
the growing efforts of the coastal states to obtain exclusive rights to the 
management and exploitation of natural resources.

The absence of an integrated vision for the Atlantic

These days the Atlantic as a geopolitical space is not high on the for-
eign policy agenda. The EU’s approach to the challenges of security, the 
environment and energy in the Atlantic Space is fragmented by two 
traditional logics: North-North, dominated by the United States, and 
North-South, with a unidirectional focus towards Africa and Latin 
America. The negotiations on the EU-Canada (Comprehensive Economic 
and Trade Agreement [CETA]) and those ongoing over the Transatlantic 
Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) are the two major exponents of 
North-North alignment, despite the fact that their signing would have 
direct consequences for other Atlantic partners.
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In terms of security, although in 2014 the EU adopted a Maritime 
Security Strategy that takes in the internal and external aspects of 
maritime security and is intended to provide a coherent framework with 
which to contribute to stability and security at sea, it lacks an integrated 
vision of the Atlantic Space.

Broadening the Atlantic Space

The EU should accept that the dominance of the north in the current 
governance institutions at global and regional levels is in question. The 
proliferation of exchanges in the southern Atlantic and the rise of new 
agendas provide opportunities for identifying new instruments and 
forms of political and economic cooperation. 

In terms of security, establishing a pan-Atlantic community will require 
the growing participation of a wide number of regional actors, setting 
aside the fears of wider cooperation and focussing on the risks shared by 
the EU and the rest of the actors in the Atlantic. In the field of maritime 
security, the EU, as well as being one of the main maritime operators in 
the Atlantic basin, must take on the responsibilities of leadership and 
cooperation with the states in the Atlantic Space in the fight against 
piracy and the illegal trafficking of drugs, arms and human beings. 

On the environment, it is necessary to establish positive cooperation for 
the adaptation to climate change and the development of renewable 
energy and low-carbon emission technology. In the field of energy, the 
EU should strategically reorient its import flows, diversifying them with 
those coming from other parts of the Atlantic basin such as Africa, Latin 
America, the Caribbean and North America.


