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The data of a global crisis

At the end of 2013, there were 51.2 million people worldwide displaced 
from their homes as a result of persecution, conflict or human rights 
violations; 6 million more than in 2012, according to the UNHCR. Of 
these, nearly 17% are internationally displaced and, in more than 85% 
of cases, find themselves in countries under development (Pakistan, Iran, 
Lebanon and Jordan are the main host countries). For their part, most 
rich countries have gone from receiving, in a decade, 30% of refugees to 
just 14%. The largest number of refugees in 2014 is comprised of those 
coming from Syria, with 3 million. 

As a consequence of the intensification of conflicts and the resulting 
increase in displacements around the world, the EU has seen the num-
ber of people seeking asylum double in just four years. So while in 2011 
asylum seekers totalled 309,710, in 2014 the number was 626,260, 
according to data from Eurostat. Of these asylum seekers, one in every 
five was Syrian and one in four was a minor.

The absence of a collective response 

The EU’s discourse on the protection of displaced persons centres on the 
construction of a Common European Asylum System that guarantees a 
high level of protection for refugees, which is considered fair and effec-
tive throughout the EU. At international level, the EU’s representatives 
have shown continued commitment to strengthening the help given to 
populations affected by conflicts such as those in Syria.

In spite of this and the global crisis data, the EU has, until now, been 
incapable of responding with a single voice to the refugee situation, 
either legislatively or procedurally. Although in June 2013 the merging 
of the EU asylum regulations was agreed, the lack of effective transpo-
sition into national legislation, as well as common procedure and final 
approval, create significant disparity in its implementation. Thus, while in 
2014 Sweden received 81,325 applications of which 23% were initially 
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rejected, France received 62,735 applications, denying 78%, and, Spain, 
in the same year, had 5,615 applications of which 56% were rejected.

Refuge is an international right established in the Geneva Convention 
of 1951. As signatories to the convention, the EU and its member states 
have committed to safeguarding this right before the international com-
munity. The EU’s collective response to a forced displacement of 51.2 
million people at the end of 2013 should therefore be substantial. 

A more ambitious policy

In seeking to create a Common European Asylum System, the EU must 
ensure that member states reflect the community acquis in their national 
legislation, as well as evaluating national practices. Likewise, the agreed-
upon refugee admission quotas in the EU as a whole must be expanded. 
The EU’s response to the tragedy on April 18th in which 900 people died 
in the Mediterranean cannot be an increase in the number of admitted 
refugees of only 5,000, while a better division of responsibilities is neces-
sary to ensure the attention to surveillance and ensuring the safe access 
to the territory is maintained.


