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CIDOB Sources of Tension in Afghanistan & Pakistan: A Regional Perspective (STAP RP) 

Quarterly Reports on “Monitoring the Key Regional Powers” 
Jinnah Institute, Islamabad 

Introduction 

The purpose of this series of quarterly monitoring reports (2013) is to monitor and track the actions as 

well as public statements of five key STAP RP regional actors (India, Iran, Russia, China, Saudi Arabia) on 

Pakistan; the development of, and their participation in relevant international and regional discussion 

meetings, including the Istanbul Process, Heart of Asia, RECCA, SCO; the five key regional actors’ economic 

decisions and agreements, including, but not limited to, the energy and infrastructure sectors, which have 

implications for the identified sources of tension in Pakistan with regional implications (see CIDOB STAP 

RP Mapping Document at www.cidobafpakproject.com). 

The Sources of Tension (SoTs) identified in the Mapping Document are used as reference points to 

determine relevance and are specifically monitored in Section 1. 

The content includes short summaries by topic and by country, on actions taken, public statements made, 

regional meetings held and how these develop as mechanisms for dialogue, and the participation of the 

key regional powers in relevant regional and international events, as well as in subgroups of international 

fora, such as the Heart of Asia. Economic activity and investments by the key regional powers in Pakistan 

are also monitored, together with progress on, and shifting alliances in planned or actual economic 

projects. A short subsection on commentary from the media (in English) is included in each section. 

Section 2 focuses on the key regional powers. Section 3 looks at regional dynamics and cross-cutting 

issues; and conclusions on the events of the past quarter are presented in Section 4. Section 5 presents 

publications by think tanks and research institutions in the region. 
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1. THE CONTEXT 

Governance 
- November 25: Pakistan Air Force (PAF) and Pakistan Army induct their first fleet of surveillance drones. 
- November 27: Following the retirement of Chief of Army Staff General Kayani,Lt Gen. Raheel Sharif is appointed as his successor.  
- December 3: Transparency International’s Corruption Perceptions Index places Pakistan at 127 out of 175 countries, improving its ranking 

by 12 places. 
- December 3: The Election Commission of Pakistan and the provinces gear up for local government(LG) elections early next year in Sindh 

and Punjab, while, separatists in Balochistan call for a boycott of LG elections on December 7. 

Social & Economic Issues 
- October 21: The US State Department asks Congress to resume provision of more than $300 million in blocked security assistance to 

Pakistan, as Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif visits Washington. 

- November 6: The International Trade Committee of the European Parliament approves the Single Delegated Act which aims to give greater 
trade access to ten countries, including Pakistan, under the Generalised Scheme of Preferences (GSP Plus).  

- November 9:Pakistan and the IMF successfully conclude a performance review, which releases the next tranche of $550 million. 
- November 23: Thousands of demonstrators stage protests against US drone strikes in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, with Pakistan Tehreek-i-

Insaaf announcing that NATO supply routes will remain blocked until the drone programme is halted. 
- November 27:  The country’s foreign currency reserves decrease drastically after repaying $400 million to the IMF. 
- December 4: The Supreme Court directs the government to urgently produce 30 persons who have been missing since their arrests for 

alleged links with terrorist organizations. 

Conflict in Afghanistan 
- October 19: In a message on Eid ul Adha, the leaders of the Taliban in Pakistan and Afghanistan reiterate their struggle to overthrow 

“Western inspired systems” of governance in both countries. 
- November 21: Talking to a visiting delegation of the Afghan High Peace Council (HPC), Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif reiterates 

the importance attached by Pakistan to a peaceful and stable transition in Afghanistan. 
- November 21: A high-ranking peace delegation from Kabul meets senior former Afghan Taliban leader Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar in 

Pakistan to kick-start the Afghan peace process. 

Ethnicity and Sectarianism 
- November 5: At least five Shi’a Muslims, including two doctors, are gunned down and three others injured due to sectarian attacks in 

different parts of Karachi. 
- November 5: Six activists of Ahle Sunnat Wal Jamaat (ASWJ) and a seminary student are killed in attacks in different areas of Karachi, a day 

after six Shi’a Muslims had been gunned down. 

- November14: At least 12 people including law enforcers and media personnel are injured in bomb blasts and a grenade attack outside two 
Imambargahs in Karachi. 

- November 19: Unidentified gunmen kill a Shi’a professor in a revenge attack in Gujrat, leaving a note that mentioned the Rawalpindi 
incident.  

- November 17:  curfew is imposed in Rawalpindi and the army is called in after 10 people were killed and several injured in clashes between 

Shi’a mourners and students of a Sunni seminary during an Ashura procession. 
- November 20: At least two people are killed and one injured when unidentified armed men riding a motorcycle open fire near the Jafria 

Imambargah in Karachi. Police also discover an improvised explosive device planted near the Imambargah.  
- November 23: Twin explosions rip through a largely Shi’a district in Karachi, killing at least 5 people and injuring over 50. 

- December 2: Ulema of different schools of thought agree on a nine-point code of conduct (COC) to maintain sectarian harmony. 
- December 3: Three members of the Tableeghi Jamaat are killed in an attack outside a mosque in North Nazimabad as a Shi’a scholar is 

gunned down along with his security guard in an ambush. 

Militancy 
- October 13:Karachi police arrest 161 accused during an on-going crackdown against criminals.  
- October 22: Seven passengers are killed and ten injured when a train is derailed following an explosion on the main Quetta-Rawalpindi 

railway track by the banned Baloch Republican Army. 

- November 2: Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan commander Hakimullah Mehsud is killed in a US drone strike in North Waziristan. The move is 
seen in Pakistan as an attempt to thwart the dialogue process between Pakistan’s government and the Taliban. 

- November 21: Three members of the paramilitary Frontier Corps are killed and seven injured in a suicide car attack on their compound in 
North Waziristan.  

- November 22: CIA-operated spy planes hit a seminary in Hangu district, killing nine people, including, Maulvi Ahmad Jan, a senior 
commander of the Haqqani network. 

- December 4: Militants abduct 13 workers at Uch Power Plant from Balochistan's Naseerabad district. 

http://www.dawn.com/news/1058635/surveillance-drones-inducted-into-army-paf
http://tribune.com.pk/story/640516/corruption-index-pakistans-ranking-globally-improves-by-12-spots/
http://tribune.com.pk/story/640516/corruption-index-pakistans-ranking-globally-improves-by-12-spots/
http://tribune.com.pk/story/640516/corruption-index-pakistans-ranking-globally-improves-by-12-spots/
http://tribune.com.pk/story/640516/corruption-index-pakistans-ranking-globally-improves-by-12-spots/
http://www.dawn.com/news/1050763/us-congress-to-resume-pakistan-aid-nawaz-meets-kerry
http://www.mofa.gov.pk/pr-details.php?prID=1533
http://www.mofa.gov.pk/pr-details.php?prID=1533
http://www.thenews.com.pk/Todays-News-13-26549-Pak-economic-progress-satisfying-says-IMF
http://www.dawn.com/news/1058051/thousands-protest-against-drone-strikes-in-peshawar
http://www.thenews.com.pk/Todays-News-13-26900-Forex-reserves-touch-danger-level-of-$32-bn
http://www.thenews.com.pk/Todays-News-13-27054-PM-army-chief-could-be-affected-by-court-verdict-CJ
http://www.thenews.com.pk/Todays-News-13-26157-Taliban-appear-confident-on-regional-struggle
http://www.thenews.com.pk/article-127330-PM-reiterates-importance-Pakistan-attaches-to-a-peaceful-Afghanistan
http://www.dawn.com/news/1057865/baradar-met-afghan-peace-delegation-in-islamabad-officials
http://tribune.com.pk/story/627006/four-shia-muslims-killed-in-karachi/
http://m.dawn.com/news/1054452/seven-die-in-karachi-sectarian-attacks
http://tribune.com.pk/story/631847/muharram-violence-12-injured-in-karachi-bomb-attacks/
http://tribune.com.pk/story/631847/muharram-violence-12-injured-in-karachi-bomb-attacks/
http://www.nation.com.pk/national/20-Nov-2013/gujrat-varsity-director-killed-in-sectarian-hit
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2013%5C11%5C17%5Cstory_17-11-2013_pg1_1
http://tribune.com.pk/story/634409/one-dead-two-injured-in-a-grade-attack-on-imambargah/
http://tribune.com.pk/story/634409/one-dead-two-injured-in-a-grade-attack-on-imambargah/
http://tribune.com.pk/story/635875/twin-blasts-claim-five-lives-in-karachi/
http://www.dawn.com/news/1060110/ulema-of-different-sects-devise-code-for-harmony
http://www.dawn.com/news/1060355/mwm-leader-three-preachers-among-10-shot-dead
http://www.dawn.com/news/1060355/mwm-leader-three-preachers-among-10-shot-dead
http://www.dawn.com/news/1049701/karachi-police-arrest-161-in-past-24-hours
http://www.thenews.com.pk/Todays-News-13-26201-Seven-killed-10-hurt-in-attack-on-Jaffar-Express-in-Naseerabad
http://www.thenews.com.pk/Todays-News-13-26201-Seven-killed-10-hurt-in-attack-on-Jaffar-Express-in-Naseerabad
http://www.dawn.com/news/1053410/pakistani-taliban-chief-hakimullah-mehsud-killed-in-drone-attack
http://www.thenews.com.pk/Todays-News-13-26409-US-has-sabotaged-peace-talks-says-Nisar
http://www.thenews.com.pk/Todays-News-13-26793-Three-soldiers-four-militants-killed-in-NWA-Swabi
http://www.dawn.com/news/1060448/militants-kidnap-13-power-plant-workers-in-naseerababad
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2. THE REGIONAL PLAYERS 
Who The  Source 

INDIA   

1. Bilateral Relations   

Actions Taken 
19/11/2013 

A Pakistani court imposes restrictions on the screening of Indian films across the country 
and lays down certain conditions for their release. 
 

Official Visit 
13/11/2013 

Pakistani Foreign Affairs Advisor Sartaj Aziz meets Indian Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh and External Affairs Minister Salman Khurshid in India. 
 

Public Statement 
12/10/2013 

Salman Khurshid states the two countries were still not at a stage of “resumed talks.” 
 

15/10/2013 

Indian National Security Advisor states that not talking with Pakistan would amount to 
falling into the trap of terrorists. 
 

23/11/2013 

Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif says it is vital for India and Pakistan to mend 

relations after a marked increase in violence, and stresses the need for easing visa 
restrictions. 
 

Media Commentary 
13/11/2013 

A series of short ads by Google India show how Google can help re-connect people 
separated by distance and other barriers between Pakistan and India. 
 

24/11/2013 

Indian media reports that India plans to build a 10-metre high embankment along the 
international border that separates Jammu from Pakistan. 
 

 

 
Staff Reporter 
 
 
 

 
 
Staff Reporter 
 
 
 
 

Web Desk 
 
 

 
Staff Reporter 
 
 
 
Staff Reporter 
 
 

 
Qurratulain Zaman 
 
 
 
Monitoring Desk 

 

 
The Indian Express is an 
Indian English Language 
daily newspaper 
 
 

 
The Hinduis an Indian 
English language daily 
newspaper 
 
 

The Express Tribune is a 
Pakistani English 
Language newspaper 
The Tribune Online 
Edition 
 
 
Press TVis a English 
language news 
organization of 
the Islamic Republic of 
Iran Broadcasting 

 
Public Radio 
International is a 
producer of global news 
for public radio 
The Nation 

  2.   Kashmir: Escalation in Violence along the Line of Control   

Actions Taken 
19/10/2013 

Pakistani military sources state that rangers have thwarted an infiltration attempt by a 
group of terrorists from India.  
 

21/10/2013 

India rejects Nawaz Sharif’s suggestion for US mediation in the dispute and Salman 
Khurshid states it would be a waste of time to question Delhi’s claim over Kashmir. 
 

23/10/2013 

The directors general of military operations (DGMOs) of the two countries talk over a 
hotline to discuss issues on the Line of Control and the international border. 
 

24/11/2013 

More than seven incidents of ceasefire violations in the quarter claim civilian and military 
lives on both sides of the border.  
 

Public Statements 
19/10/2013 

Pakistan High Commissioner to India Salman Bashir states that both sides need to take 
steps to stabilise the situation at the disputed border. 
 

25/10/2013 

 

 
Agence France-
Presse 
 
 
Jawed Naqvi is a 
reporter for Dawn 
 
 

 
Staff Reporter 
 
 
 
Tim Craig is Bureau 
Chief for the 
Washington Post in 
Islamabad 

 
Staff Reporter 
 
 
 

 

 
The Express Tribune 
 
 
 
Dawn is a Pakistani 
English language daily 
 

 
The Daily Times is a 
Pakistani English 
language daily 
 

The Washington Post 
 
 
 
 
 

The Daily Times 
 
 
 

http://www.indianexpress.com/news/pakistan-court-imposes-restriction-on-indian-movies/1196858/
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/sartaz-aziz-calls-on-pm/article5346656.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/sartaz-aziz-calls-on-pm/article5346656.ece
http://tribune.com.pk/story/617142/india-pakistan-still-not-at-dialogue-stage-salman-khurshid/
http://www.tribuneindia.com/2013/20131016/main2.htm
http://www.tribuneindia.com/2013/20131016/main2.htm
http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/23/336270/sharif-seeks-better-ties-with-india/
http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/23/336270/sharif-seeks-better-ties-with-india/
http://www.pri.org/stories/2013-11-16/google-ad-has-moved-people-tears-across-indian-and-pakistan
http://www.nation.com.pk/national/24-Nov-2013/india-plans-great-wall-along-kashmir-border
http://www.nation.com.pk/national/24-Nov-2013/india-plans-great-wall-along-kashmir-border
http://tribune.com.pk/story/623614/indian-army-claims-officer-killed-in-fresh-firing-on-loc/
http://www.dawn.com/news/1050752/india-rejects-us-mediation-on-kashmir
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2013%5C10%5C23%5Cstory_23-10-2013_pg7_4
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/concerns-grow-in-pakistan-and-india-over-border-violence/2013/11/23/633519fc-4d15-11e3-bf60-c1ca136ae14a_story.html
http://dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2013/10/19/story_19-10-2013_pg1_3
http://dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2013/10/19/story_19-10-2013_pg1_3
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Manmohan Singh states he had urged Nawaz Sharif “even at that late hour” to realise 
the violations of ceasefire agreement on the LoC were not good for the neighbours. 
 

26/10/2013 

Pakistan’s Foreign Office Spokesman rejects allegations that Pakistan was responsible for 
the ongoing tensions with India. 
 

31/10/2013 

Indian Defence Minister A.K. Antony voices concern over the ceasefire violations which 
he states cannot take place without the “tacit support” of the Pakistani establishment. 
 

14/11/2013 

Pakistan states that it wants resumption of dialogue process with India for the resolution 
of all outstanding issues, including Kashmir. 
 

4/12/2013 

Sharif expresses satisfaction over the situation on the LoC and notes that it has improved 
by a modest degree.  
 

Media Commentary 
A newspaper reports that over 140 ceasefire violations have been reported in 2013, the 
highest in the past eight years. 

Staff Reporter 
 
 

 
Staff 
Correspondent 
 

 
Web desk 
 

 
Staff Reporter 
 
 
 

Web Desk 
 
 

 
Web Desk 
 

The News 
 
 

 
The Express Tribune 
 

 
 

The Hindu 
 
 

 
The Daily Times 
 
 

 
Indian Express 
 
 

 
DNA is an Indian English 
broadcast daily 

   3.    Status of Confidence Building Measures   

Actions Taken 
15/10/2013 

The second Pakistan-India Joint Business Forum is held in New Delhi to promote trade 
between members of the Pakistan Business Council, Indian officials and businessmen. 
 

15/10/2013 

The Indian government alleges that a vessel of the Pakistan Maritime Security Agency 
carried out indiscriminate firing on unarmed Indian fishermen. 
 

 
26/10/2013 

Forty Indian fishermen arrested by Pakistan’s Maritime Security Agency (MSA) are 
formally booked for illegally entering the country’s waters. 
 

27/10/2013 

Pakistan stated it would need more evidence from the Indian side to move ahead in the 
Mumbai attacks case. India stated that99 per cent of the evidence” was available in 
Pakistan.  
 

27/10/2013 

A Pakistan judicial commission meets Pakistani prisoners in the city of Amritsar and 
appeals that those who have completed their term be repatriated. 
 

Public Statements 
26/10/2013 

Pakistan’s Federal Minister for Water and Power states that the Indus Water Treaty (IWT) 
regime was not in favour of Pakistan and needs to be revisited. 
 

5/11/2013 

Indian officials state that India’s trade liberalisation with Pakistan will move after 
Islamabad opens up cross-border trade and grants India the MFN status. 
 

25/11/2013 

Indian Defence Minister states that India will not be satisfied till Pakistan gives maximum 
punishment to the perpetrators of the 26/11 Mumbai attacks. 
 

Media Commentary 
An article states that hostilities have adversely impacted trade in the subcontinent. 

 

 
Faisal Aziz is Chief 
Reporter for The 
News 
 
Sandeep Dikshit is 
a reporter for The 
Hindu 
 

 
Staff Reporter 
 
 
 
Meena Memon is 
Pakistan 
Correspondent for 
The Hindu 

 
Staff Reporter 
 
 
 

 
Staff Reporter 
 
 
 

Staff 
Correspondent 
 
 
Web Desk 
 
 
 
Asgar Qadri is a 
researcher based in 
New Delhi 

 

The News is a Pakistani 
English language daily 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

The Hindu 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The Hindu 

 

The Hindu 

 

 
 

Dawn 

 

 
The News 

 

The News 

 

The Hindu 

 

The New York Times 
Blog 

http://www.thenews.com.pk/Todays-News-13-26268-Singh-asks-Nawaz-to-see-impact-of-LoC-violations
http://tribune.com.pk/story/622652/loc-tensions-islamabad-calls-for-early-meeting-of-dgmos/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-in-school/spike-in-ceasefire-violations-has-pakistans-support-antony/article5297989.ece
http://dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2013/11/14/story_14-11-2013_pg7_1
http://dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2013/11/14/story_14-11-2013_pg7_1
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/kashmir-a-flashpoint-for-another-indopak-war-nawaz-sharif/1203145/
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-one-bsf-jawan-killed-4-injured-in-another-ceasefire-violation-by-pakistan-rangers-at-rs-pura-sector-1907419
http://www.thenews.com.pk/Todays-News-3-208249-Trade-talks-with-India-on-right-track
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/pakistan-denies-killing-fisherman/article5235717.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/pakistan-denies-killing-fisherman/article5235717.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/40-indian-fishermen-booked-by-pakistan/article5274237.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/why-look-for-2611-evidence-elsewhere-india-asks-pakistan/article5277036.ece
http://www.dawn.com/news/1052214/pakistan-appeals-india-to-release-prisoners-from-jails
http://www.thenews.com.pk/Todays-News-13-26281-Indus-Water-Treaty-not-in-Pak-interest-Asif
http://www.thenews.com.pk/Todays-News-13-26281-Indus-Water-Treaty-not-in-Pak-interest-Asif
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/More-trade-with-Pakistan-after-most-favoured-nation-status-Officials/articleshow/25241886.cms
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/pakistan-should-give-maximum-punishment-to-2611-attackers-antony/article5390024.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/pakistan-should-give-maximum-punishment-to-2611-attackers-antony/article5390024.ece
http://india.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/10/23/india-pakistan-hostility-kills-trade-on-kashmir-border/?_r=1
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SAUDI ARABIA 

  

1. Bilateral Relations   

Actions Taken 
30/10/2013 

800,000 Pakistani workers legalise their work status ahead of the fast approaching 
amnesty deadline requiring immigrants to register themselves in the Kingdom. 
 

7/11/2013 

Pakistan’s Foreign Ministry denounces a report by the BBC claiming that Islamabad has 
agreed to sell nuclear weapons to Saudi Arabia as “speculative, mischievous and 
baseless”. 
 

26/11/2013 

Saudi authorities behead a Pakistani man convicted of smuggling drugs to the Kingdom. 
 

Official Visit 
24/11/2013 

A Pakistan Parliamentary delegation led by the Speaker of the National Assembly visits 
Saudi Arabia with a view to improving bilateral relations between the two countries. 
 

Public Statements 
30/10/2013 

Pakistani Ambassador thanks Saudi institutions ‘‘for their cooperation and support to the 
Pakistani community in the Kingdom.” 
 

Media Commentary 
17/10/2013 
Pew Research Global Attitudes Project states that 95 per cent of people in Pakistan 
express a favourable opinion of the Saudi Kingdom. 
 

6/11/2013 

Saudi Arabia has reportedly invested in Pakistani nuclear weapons projects, and believes 
it could obtain atomic bombs at will, sources inform BBC Newsnight. 
 

6/11/2013 
Media reports allege that Saudi Arabia is embarking on a major new effort to train Syrian 
rebel forces and has enlisted the help of Pakistani instructors. 
 

7/11/2013 
An article in the international press explores whether Pakistan has nuclear weapons 
ready to be shipped to Saudi Arabia. 

 

 
Agence France-
Presse 
 

 
Staff Reporter 
 

 
 
Agence France-
Presse 
 
 

Staff Reporter 
 
 
 
 
 

Associated Press of 
Pakistan 
 
 

 
Pew Research 
Centre 
 
 

Mark Urban is 
Diplomatic and 
Defence Editor 
NewsNight 
 

David Kenner is 
associate editor at 
Foreign Policy 
 

Julian Borger is The 
Guardian’s 
diplomatic editor 

 
 
The Nation is a Pakistani 
English language 
newspaper 
 
Al Arabiya.net 
 

 
 
Dawn  
 
 

 
ePakistan News 
 
 
 
 
 

The Nation 
 
 
 

 
Pew Research Global 
Attitudes Project-Saudi 
Arabia Survey Report 
 

BBC News UK 
 
 

 
Foreign Policy 
 
 
 
The Guardian  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who The  Source 

http://www.nation.com.pk/islamabad/30-Oct-2013/800-000-pakistanis-legalised-in-saudi-arabia
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/11/07/Pakistan-denies-report-of-nuclear-deal-with-Saudi-Arabia-as-baseless-.html
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/11/07/Pakistan-denies-report-of-nuclear-deal-with-Saudi-Arabia-as-baseless-.html
http://www.dawn.com/news/1058721/saudi-aarbia-beheads-pakistani-for-drug-trafficking
http://enews.epakistan.com/101-pak-parliamentary-delegation-makes-headway-in-sa-visit/
http://enews.epakistan.com/101-pak-parliamentary-delegation-makes-headway-in-sa-visit/
http://www.nation.com.pk/islamabad/30-Oct-2013/800-000-pakistanis-legalised-in-saudi-arabia
http://www.pewglobal.org/2013/10/17/saudi-arabias-image-falters-among-middle-east-neighbors/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-24823846
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2013/11/06/saudi_arabias_shadow_war
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2013/11/06/saudi_arabias_shadow_war
http://www.theguardian.com/world/julian-borger-global-security-blog/2013/nov/07/pakistan-saudi-nuclear-proliferation
http://www.theguardian.com/world/julian-borger-global-security-blog/2013/nov/07/pakistan-saudi-nuclear-proliferation
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Who The  Source 

IRAN   

1. Bilateral Relations   

Actions Taken 
27/10/2013 

Two Pakistani citizens are reportedly killed and three others wounded in Balochistan as 
firing is exchanged across the border.  
 

14/11/2013 

An Iranian armed forces helicopter reportedly violates Pakistan’s airspace, as Iranian 
officials threaten to cross into Pakistan to chase anti-Iran extremist elements. 
 

19/11/2013 

A girl is killed and six people injured as a rocket fired by Iranian border forces hit three 
houses in Quetta. 
 

20/11/2013 

Pakistan and Iran agree to jointly address security-related issues in a meeting between 
Iran’s Deputy Foreign Minister Ibrahim Rahimpour and Pakistani Foreign Affairs Advisor 
Sartaj Aziz.  
 

25/11/2013 

Pakistan welcomes the understanding reached in talks between Iran and the P5+1UN 
Security Council members over the Tehran’s nuclear programme.  
 

26/11/2013 

Islamabad and Tehran jointly conduct an investigation over a deadly terrorist attack on 
Iranian border guards in Sistan and Balochistan. 
 

Public Statement 
1/11/2013 

Iranian Consul General Muhammad Banni Asadi stresses the need for establishing a 
Pakistan-Iran Trade Corridor, arguing that this could substantially boost to bilateral trade. 
 

6/11/2013 
Pakistan’s President Mamnoon Hussain states that Pakistan greatly values its relations 
with Iran while speaking to the Iranian Ambassador to Pakistan‚ Ali Reza Haghighian.  

 
Media Commentary 
An exploration of the socio-religious dimension of Pak-Iran relations. 

 
 
Staff Reporter 
 
 
 
Shezad Baloch is a 
Reporter for The 
Express Tribune 
 
Saleem Shahid is a 
reporter for Dawn 
Newspaper 
 
Staff 
Correspondent  
 
 

 
Maqbool Malik is a 
reporter for The 
Nation 
 

 
Web Desk 
 
 
 

 
Staff Reporter 
 

 
Staff Reporter 
 
 

 
Ghani Jafar is an 
analyst and 
researcher based in 
Islamabad 

 

 
The Nation 
 
 
 
The Express Tribune 
 
 
 
Dawn 
 
 
 
The Express Tribune 
 
 

 
The Nation 
 
 
 
 

The Nation 
 
 
 

 
Express Tribune 

 
 

 
Radio Pakistan News 
 
 

 
Pakistan Today 
 
 

2. Energy: Iran Pakistan Gas Pipeline   

Actions Taken 
30/11/2013 

United States maintains sanctions on imports from Iran, dashing hopes that the recent 
nuclear deal would make it easier for Pakistan to buy Iranian gas. 
 

Official Visit 
26/11/2013 

Pakistan’s Advisor on National Security and Foreign Affairs Sartaj Aziz and Iranian Foreign 
Minister Javad Zarif meet in Tehran and decide to fast track discussions on the Iran-Pakistan 
Pipeline project. 
 

Public Statement 
15/10/2013 

Pakistan asks Iran to consider construction of the pipeline on its side as well, as sanctions 
are preventing Islamabad from raising funds for the project. 
 

 

 
Anwar Iqbal is 
Senior Dawn 
Correspondent in 
Washington 

 
Staff Reporter 
 
 
 
 

 
Anwar Iqbal is 
Senior Dawn 

 
 
Dawn 
 
 
 

 
Radio Pakistan News 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dawn 
 
 

http://www.nation.com.pk/national/27-Oct-2013/iran-guards-shoot-dead-2-pakistanis
http://tribune.com.pk/story/631799/iranian-helicopter-violates-pakistan-airspace/
http://www.dawn.com/news/1058637/rocket-fired-from-iran-kills-girl-in-border-town
http://tribune.com.pk/story/634183/security-concerns-pakistan-iran-discuss-border-incidents/
http://www.nation.com.pk/national/25-Nov-2013/pakistan-welcomes-iran-p5-1-nuke-deal
http://www.nation.com.pk/national/25-Nov-2013/pakistan-welcomes-iran-p5-1-nuke-deal
http://www.nation.com.pk/national/25-Nov-2013/pakistan-welcomes-iran-p5-1-nuke-deal
http://tribune.com.pk/story/631653/boosting-trade-iran-diplomat-pushes-for-quetta-zahedan-corridor/
http://www.radio.gov.pk/newsdetail-56983
http://www.radio.gov.pk/newsdetail-56983
http://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2013/10/28/comment/pakistan-iran-relations-ii/
http://asianetpakistan.com/official-news/chambers-of-commerce/156573/united-states-iran-deal-good-for-pakistan-whole-world-zubair-ahmed-malik/#sthash.1vDG4ncn.dpuf
http://www.dawn.com/news/1059734/obama-retains-oil-sanctions-against-iran-dashes-pakistans-hopes
http://www.radio.gov.pk/newsdetail-58427
http://www.radio.gov.pk/newsdetail-58427
http://www.dawn.com/news/1049108/iran-urged-to-build-pakistan-side-of-gas-pipeline
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30/10/2013 

Iran's oil minister is quoted as saying that Iran will probably give up on the pipeline project 
to supply gas to Pakistan. 
 
 

1/11/2013 

Pakistan’s Petroleum and Natural Resources Minister states that Iran cannot shelve the 
multibillion-dollar gas pipeline project unilaterally. 
 

4/11/2013 

Iran's deputy oil minister states that Pakistan must finance the pipeline itself, after 
Pakistan's asks Iran to stump up USD 2 billion to complete the construction of the 
pipeline. 
 

8/11/2013 

Pakistan’s Petroleum Minister states that Pakistan is committed to building the pipeline 
but the threat of international sanctions makes the task difficult. 
 

14/11/2013 

A senior Pakistani official says US sanctions against Iran do not apply to the multi-billion-
dollar gas pipeline.  
 

24/11/2013 

Iran deputy oil minister calls on India and China to join the under-construction pipeline 
projected to carry natural gas from Iran to Pakistan. 
 
 

Media Commentary 
27/10/2013 

A report claims that the gas purchase agreement and pricing for the IPI pipeline should 
be renegotiated or else the project could be a death sentence for Pakistan’s economy. 
 
28/11/2013 
Media reports claim that an un-named “friendly country” has offered Islamabad $1 billion 
in assistance for building the Iran-Pakistan gas pipeline. 

Correspondent in 
Washington 
 

Daniel Fineren is 
Senior European 
Energy 
Correspondent  
 

Ghulam Abbas is a 
reporter for 
Pakistan Today 

 
Web Desk 
 
 
 

 
Agence France 
Presse  
 
 
Staff Reporter 
 
 
 
Staff Reporter 
 
 
 
 
 

Zafar Bhutta is a 
reporter for the 
Express Tribune 

 
Meena Memon is 
Pakistan 
Correspondent for 
The Hindu 

 

 
Reuters 
 
 
 
 

Pakistan Today 
 
 

 
Pakistan Today 
 
 
 

 
New Delhi TV 
 
 
 

Press TV 
 
 
 
The Nation 
 
 
 

 
The Express Tribune 
 
 

 
The Hindu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://uk.reuters.com/article/2013/10/30/uk-iran-pakistan-gas-idUKBRE99T0O320131030
http://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2013/11/01/news/profit/iran-cannot-shelve-ip-gas-pipeline-project-unilaterally-abbasi/#sthash.EtVmVyu2.dpuf
http://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2013/11/01/news/profit/iran-cannot-shelve-ip-gas-pipeline-project-unilaterally-abbasi/#sthash.EtVmVyu2.dpuf
http://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2013/11/07/news/national/ip-gas-pipeline-pakistan-seeks-irans-funding-for-the-project/
http://www.ndtv.com/article/world/iran-says-pakistan-must-finance-own-gas-pipeline-441411
http://www.ndtv.com/article/world/pakistan-committed-to-completing-iran-gas-pipeline-project-443565
http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/14/334693/us-sanctions-dont-apply-to-ip-project/
http://www.nation.com.pk/business/24-Nov-2013/iran-invites-india-china-to-join-gas-pipeline
http://www.nation.com.pk/business/24-Nov-2013/iran-invites-india-china-to-join-gas-pipeline
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/south-asia/iranpakistan-pipeline-unviable/article5278717.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/south-asia/iranpakistan-pipeline-unviable/article5278717.ece
http://tribune.com.pk/story/638053/anonymous-donor-friendly-country-offers-1b-for-iran-pakistan-pipeline-business/
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Who The  Source 

CHINA   

1. Bilateral Relations   

Actions Taken 
24/10/2013 

Responding to Beijing’s demand, Islamabad banned three Islamist groups outfits for 
being allegedly involved in extremism in Chinese province Xinjiang. 
 

 
26/11/2013 

Two Pakistan Navy ships visit Shanghai on a goodwill mission. 
 

7/11/2013 

The fourth Pakistan-China Joint Military Exercise takes place in Jhelum. 
 

Official Visit 
28/10/2013 

An 11memberChinese parliamentary delegation, led by a Chinese minister, visits 
Pakistan’s Senate. 
 

29/10/2013 

Pakistan's Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Ashfaq Parvez Kayani visits China. 

Public Statements 
4/11/2013 

Chinese Spokesman reiterates that the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Pakistan 
should be respected while commenting on a US drone attack in North Waziristan. 
 

21/11/2013 

Foreign Ministry spokesman Hong Lei states China and Russia support Afghanistan and 
Pakistan's plan to expand exchanges and improve ties at talks in Islamabad. 

 

 
Staff Reporter 
 
 
 

 
Staff Reporter 
 
 

Associated Press of 
Pakistan 
 
 
Associated Press of 
Pakistan 
 
 
Sikander Shaheen is 
Defence 
Correspondent for 
The Nation 
Associated Press of 
Pakistan 
 
 

Staff Reporter 

 

 
The Nation 
 

 

 

Associated Press of 
Pakistan 
 

Business Recorder is a 
Pakistani English 
language financial daily 

Business Recorder 
 

 
 

The Nation 
 

 
Business Recorder 

 

english.people.com.cn 

2. Bilateral Cooperation   

Actions Taken 
21/10/2013 

A delegation of Gezhouba Group Corporation of China calls on Punjab’s Chief Minister 
and expresses interest in hydro and coal-based power generation projects in Punjab. 
 

20/11/2013 

The Chinese Ambassador to Pakistan and Chairman of Pakistan-China Institute launch the 
Chinese Language Association at the National University of Modern Languages. 
 

26/11/2013 

A consortium of two Chinese construction companies, CREC and Sinotec, offers to 
construct the strategic Gwadar-Khunjrab Rail Link at an estimated cost of Rs250 billion. 
 

27/11/2013 

Nawaz Sharif inaugurates the construction of a 2,200 MW atomic power plant to be built 
near Karachi with Chinese technical assistance. 
 

Official Visits 
23/10/2013 

Punjab’s Chief Minister visits China on a two-day visit to explore setting up solar energy 
plants in Pakistan. 
 

Agreements Signed 
1/11/2013 

A joint venture agreement was signed by Pakistan National Logistics, Heavy Industries 
Taxila, and a Chinese company, for the establishment of a truck assemblyplant. 
 

12/11/2013 

China calls for an early implementation of the China-Pakistan economic corridor 
construction plan. 

 
 
Staff Reporter 
 
 
 
Press Release 
 
 
 
Salman Abduh is a 
reporter for The 
Nation 
 
Agence France 
Presse 
 
 

 
Associated Press of 
Pakistan 
 
 

 
Staff Reporter 
 
 
 
Staff Reporter 
 

 

Business Recorder. 

 

Pakistan China 
Institute. 
 

 
The Nation 

 

Newsweek Pakistan. 

 

Business Recorder 

 
Nihao-Salam Magazine 
is Pak-China relations 
magazine 
 
The Nation 
 

http://www.nation.com.pk/national/24-Oct-2013/on-china-s-call-pakistan-bans-3-outfits
http://www.app.com.pk/en_/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=251143&Itemid=1
http://www.brecorder.com/market-data/rates-a-schedules/118/1251147/
http://www.brecorder.com/top-news/1-front-top-news/142057-pakistan-values-friendship-with-china-bokhari.html
http://www.nation.com.pk/national/29-Oct-2013/kayani-meets-top-chinese-leadership
http://www.brecorder.com/top-news/109-world-top-news/143008-china-defends-pakistans-stance-on-sovereignty-integrity.html
http://www.brecorder.com/top-news/109-world-top-news/143008-china-defends-pakistans-stance-on-sovereignty-integrity.html
http://english.people.com.cn/90883/8463016.html
http://english.people.com.cn/90883/8463016.html
http://www.brecorder.com/top-stories/0/1241299/
http://www.pakistan-china.com/news-detail.php?id=MjA2&pageid=news
http://www.pakistan-china.com/news-detail.php?id=MjA2&pageid=news
http://www.nation.com.pk/business/26-Nov-2013/chinese-firms-offer-gwadar-khunjrab-rail-link
http://www.nation.com.pk/business/26-Nov-2013/chinese-firms-offer-gwadar-khunjrab-rail-link
http://newsweekpakistan.com/pakistan-breaks-ground-for-largest-nuclear-power-plant/
http://newsweekpakistan.com/pakistan-breaks-ground-for-largest-nuclear-power-plant/
http://www.brecorder.com/pakistan/general-news/141303-shahbaz-arrives-xinjiang-to-explore-setting-up-solar-energy-plants.html
http://www.brecorder.com/pakistan/general-news/141303-shahbaz-arrives-xinjiang-to-explore-setting-up-solar-energy-plants.html
http://www.nihao-salam.com/news-detail.php?id=NDgwNw==
http://www.nihao-salam.com/news-detail.php?id=NDgwNw==
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/90883/8452680.html
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/90883/8452680.html
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25/11/2013 

China and Pakistan sign three memorandums of understanding for initiating power 
generation projects. 

 
Public Statements 
22/10/2013 

A Chinese delegation in Pakistan stated that the trade volume between the two countries 
is expected to rise to $ 10 billion over the next two years. 

 
30/10/2013 

Pakistan’s Speaker of the National Assembly states that enhanced people-to-people and 
parliamentary contacts would further cement relations between Pakistan and China. 
 

22/11/2013 

The Chinese Ambassador to Pakistan states that Pakistani investors should take benefit 
of huge investment opportunities in Western China. 
 

24/10/2013 

The provincial government of Sichuan offers the Sindh government cooperation in 
exploiting mineral resources, agriculture development and water management. 
 

25/11/2013 

Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif states that the Chinese government has offered 
Pakistan 3200MW of electricity. 
 

Media Commentary 
25/11/2013China's decision to import yarn in bulk may elevate cotton prices 
internationally, a phenomenon anxiously awaited by Pakistan’s cotton farmers. 
 

Exploration of China and Pakistan’s military links, and their strengthening nuclear ties. 

 
Online Edition 
 
 
 

 
Staff Reporter 
 

 
 
City Reporter  
 
 
 
Parvez Jabri is a 
reporter for the 
Business Recorder 
 
Staff Correspondent 
 
 

 
Staff Reporter  
 
 
 

 
 

Staff Reporter  
 
 
Colonel Muhammad 
Rajil Irshad Khan 

 

The Nation. 

 
The Nation                            

 
Pakistan Observer 

 

Business Recorder 

 

The Express Tribune 

 

The Nation 

 

Business Recorder              
. 

Nihao-Salam Magazine 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nation.com.pk/lahore/24-Nov-2013/pakistan-china-sign-3-mous-for-initiating-power-projects
http://www.nation.com.pk/pakistan-news-newspaper-daily-english-online/lahore/24-Nov-2013/pakistan-china-sign-3-mous-for-initiating-power-projects
http://www.nation.com.pk/business/22-Oct-2013/pak-china-trade-volume-to-rise-to-10b-in-2-years
http://www.nation.com.pk/business/22-Oct-2013/pak-china-trade-volume-to-rise-to-10b-in-2-years
http://pakobserver.net/detailnews.asp?id=222170
http://pakobserver.net/detailnews.asp?id=222170
http://www.brecorder.com/top-news/108-pakistan-top-news/145426-sun-asks-pakistani-investors-to-explore-business-opportunities-in-western-china.html
http://www.brecorder.com/top-news/108-pakistan-top-news/145426-sun-asks-pakistani-investors-to-explore-business-opportunities-in-western-china.html
http://tribune.com.pk/story/621582/china-offers-assistance-in-mining-and-agriculture/
http://www.nation.com.pk/national/25-Oct-2013/china-offers-3-200mw-electricity-to-pakistan
http://www.nation.com.pk/national/25-Oct-2013/china-offers-3-200mw-electricity-to-pakistan
http://www.brecorder.com/cotton-a-textiles/185/1254191/
http://www.brecorder.com/cotton-a-textiles/185/1254191/
http://www.nihao-salam.com/news-detail.php?id=NDgyMw==
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Who The  Source 

RUSSIA   

1. Bilateral Relations   

Actions Taken 
25/10/2013 

Pakistan raises the issue of agricultural products to Russia, following fresh restrictions 
imposed by Moscow since October 1. 
 

22/11/2013 

Pakistan’s Institute of Space Technology launches Pakistan's first Cubesat satellite, iCUBE-
1 from Russia’s Yasny launch base. 
 

Public Statement 
12/10/2013 

The Governor of Punjab states that Pakistan attaches great importance to relations with 
Russia and that in FY 2012-13, trade between the two increased to USD 426 million.  
 

23/10/2013 

Russian President Vladmir Putin calls for closer relations with Pakistan in combating 
terrorism and the illegal drug trade. 
 

24/10/2013 

President Mamnoon Hussain emphasises the need for closer collaboration between 
Pakistan and Russia for regional peace and security. 
 

31/10/2013 

In a meeting with his Russian counterpart, Pakistan’s Minister for Water and Power, Abid 
Sher Ali states that Pakistan welcomes Russia’s participation in energy projects. 

 
 
Staff Reporter 
 
 
 
Ghulam Abbas is  a 
reporter for Pakistan 
Today 
 

 
Web Desk 
 
 
 
Staff Correspondent 
 
 
 
Web Desk 
 
 
 
Staff Reporter 

 

 
Pakistan Today is a 
Pakistani English 
Language daily 
 
Pakistan Today 
 
 
 

 
The News 
 
 
 
The News 
 
 
 
The News 
 
 
 
Radio Pakistan News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2013/10/25/news/profit/pakistan-approaches-russia/
http://www.thenews.com.pk/article-127357-IST-launches-Pakistans-first-Cubesat-satellite
http://www.thenews.com.pk/Todays-News-2-207717-Call-to-enhance-relations-between-Pakistan-and-Russia
http://www.thenews.com.pk/Todays-News-2-207717-Call-to-enhance-relations-between-Pakistan-and-Russia
http://www.thenews.com.pk/article-123570-Russian-President-Putin-seeks-closer-cooperation-with-Pakistan-
http://www.thenews.com.pk/article-123570-Russian-President-Putin-seeks-closer-cooperation-with-Pakistan-
http://www.nation.com.pk/islamabad/24-Oct-2013/president-urges-for-pak-russia-close-ties-for-peace
http://www.nation.com.pk/islamabad/24-Oct-2013/president-urges-for-pak-russia-close-ties-for-peace
http://www.nation.com.pk/pakistan-news-newspaper-daily-english-online/islamabad/24-Oct-2013/president-urges-for-pak-russia-close-ties-for-peace
http://radio.gov.pk/newsdetail-56538
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3. REGIONAL DYNAMICS AND CROSS CUTTING ISSUES 
 

1. Bilateral Talks & Multi-Track Diplomacy 
 

i. October 29: In a Pakistan-UK-Afghanistan Trilateral meeting in London, Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif, Afghan President Hamid Karzai and British Prime Minister David Cameron reaffirmed 
their continuing commitment for the Afghan peace process. 
 

ii. November 10: The 12th Meeting of Foreign Ministers from India, Russia and China was held 
in New Delhi. The Russia-India-China Trilateral meet serves as a platform to foster closer 
dialogue and practical cooperation in identified sectors among the three countries. 

 

iii. November 20:The second round of China-Pakistan-Russia Trilateral Dialogue on Afghanistan 
was held in Islamabad. The three parties noted that the situation in Afghanistan had an 
important bearing on regional peace and stability. In the regional context, they agreed to 
strengthen the role of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation on Afghanistan. 

 
2. Multilateral Fora 

 
i. October 28 -30: The 7th Regional Workshop for police officers, prosecutors and judges in South 

Asia on countering terrorism was held in Islamabad with the cooperation of the UN and the 
Centre on Global Counter Terrorism Cooperation, supported by Australia, Denmark and the 
USA. More than 50 participants from across South Asia attended. 
 

ii. November 6-7: The 11thSession of the Pakistan-UAE Joint Ministerial Commission (JMC) was 
held in Islamabad. A MoU was signed at the conclusion on Emirate Securities and 
Commodities Authority (ESCA) and Security and Exchange Commission of Pakistan. 

 

iii. November 11-12: The 11thAsia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) Foreign Ministers' Meeting was held 
in Delhi, India with an aim to pursue the ASEM dialogue under the first and third pillars 
(political dialogue, co-operation in other areas). Pakistan’s Advisor to the Prime Minister on 
Foreign Affairs, Sartaj Aziz attended along with Foreign Ministers from over 30 countries.  
  

iv. November 15-17: The Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) took place in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka on ‘Growth with Equity: Inclusive Development’. Of the 50 countries that 
attended the meeting, 27 were represented by their Heads of State or government. 

 
v. November 17: Pakistan was elected to the Commonwealth Ministerial Action Group (CMAG). 

Besides Pakistan, Cyprus, Guyana, India, New Zealand, Solomon Islands and Sri Lanka joined 
Sierra Leone and Tanzania as new members of CMAG. 

 

vi. November 18: The Connect Asia-Pacific Summit,aimed at developing a common vision for an 
inclusive, development-centred and innovative digital society under called Asia-Pacific 2020; 
Smartly Digital in Bangkok, brought together Heads of State, Ministers and industry leaders 
from the region. The Summit.. 

http://tribune.com.pk/story/624260/pakistan-britain-afghanistan-trilateral-meeting-begins-in-london/
http://www.mid.ru/brp_4.nsf/0/8DE139D33CF5B3D744257C200022FB51
http://www.mofa.gov.pk/pr-details.php?prID=1561
http://www.mofa.gov.pk/pr-details.php?prID=1514
http://www.mofa.gov.pk/pr-details.php?prID=1538
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/khurshid-favours-resultoriented-initiatives-at-asiaeurope-meeting/article5339414.ece
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/final-communique-and-statement/CHOGM+2013+Communique.pdf
http://www.mofa.gov.pk/pr-details.php?prID=1554
http://www.mofa.gov.pk/pr-details.php?prID=1554
http://www.itu.int/net/pressoffice/press_releases/2013/56.aspx#.UqHhR4EYu9t
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vii. November 26-27: The 21st Meeting of the Council of Ministers (COM) of the Economic 

Cooperation Organization (ECO) took place in Tehran. 
 

viii. November 29: Sartaj Aziz, Adviser to the Prime Minister on National Security and Foreign 
Affairs participated in the 13th Council of Heads of Government (CHG) of Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization (SCO) in Tashkent.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/26/336732/eco-ministerial-meeting-begins-in-iran/
http://www.thenews.com.pk/Todays-News-13-26999-Sartaj-Aziz-attends-13th-Council-of-Heads-of-Government-of-SCO
http://www.mofa.gov.pk/pr-details.php?prID=1578
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4. SUMMARY OF TRENDS FOR THE QUARTER 

Militant and sectarian attacks continued unabated over the last quarter, resulting in high civilian 
casualties. Sectarian clashes erupted in the Ashura procession in Rawalpindi, and led to a curfew being 
imposed by the Army in multiple cities, as tensions ran high and targeted killings increased. 

Earlier in the quarter, the killing of TTP chief Hakimullah Mehsud in a US drone strike reignited the debate 
on whether the Taliban can be negotiated with, and led to renewed political agitation against the US drone 
programme, widely seen in Pakistan as undermining national sovereignty. The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) blocked NATO supply routes passing through the Khyber-Pakthunkwa province in protest at the 
continued drone strikes. The attack that killed Mehsud was also perceived by many to thwart a fragile 
dialogue process between the government and the TTP. In a meeting with Nawaz Sharif, U.S Secretary of 
Defence is reported to have cautioned the government about risking billions of dollars in U.S. aid if the 
protests blocking NATO supplies continue. Meanwhile, Pakistan inducted its own first fleet of surveillance 
drones and successfully conducted a test fire of a Short Range Surface to Surface Missile. 

A long anticipated transition that took place this quarter was the retirement of Chief of Army Staff Gen. 
Ashfaq Kayani, succeeded by Lt. Gen. Raheel Sharif. The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, Iftikhar 
Chaudhry, also completed his tenure just days after the appointment of the new COAS. Both new 
appointments have significant implications for national security policy and domestic governance. 

Ceasefire violations across the Line of Control between Pakistan and India have been termed “the new 
normal”, with over 140 ceasefire violations reported this year, the highest in the past eight years. India 
announced the construction of a high embankment on its side of the Line of Control to contain infiltration. 
Pakistan’s Advisor on Foreign Affairs, Sartaj Aziz, met with Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and 
Foreign Minister Salman Khurshid on the sidelines of the 11th Asia-Europe meeting, as well as with senior 
separatist Kashmiri leaders, which led to negative reactions in the Indian media. 

This quarter was marked by the summit between Iran and the P5+1, which has implications for Pakistan’s 
ability to import gas from Iran via the IP pipeline project. The multibillion-dollar project has seen severe 
delays due to a funding crisis on Pakistan’s side, as well as the threat of US economic sanctions.  Islamabad 
has reiterated its commitment to the project in recent official statements, albeit media reports suggest 
that gas-pricing is a major reason for delay. Renegotiating the gas pricing and the waiver of penalties are 
expected to be on the agenda of a Ministerial visit to Tehran later in December. 
 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif visited Kabul to extend his government’s support to the reconciliation 
process and pledged $500 billion in funding for reconstruction and socio-economic development. Both 
governments underscored the realisation of the CASA 1000 and TAPI projects. However the challenges in 
implementing the Pak-Afghan Transit Trade Agreement are expected to remain in place, and are likely to 
dominate bilateral talks over the coming months. 
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5. PUBLICATIONS FROM THE REGION 

Governance 

 Spearhead Research, ‘Pakistan’s Foreign Policy Challenge’, November 26 

 Centre for Research and Security Studies, ‘ Pakistan’s Challenges in Anti-Terror Legislation’, October 11 

 Jinnah Institute, ‘A Game of Thrones in Waziristan: The Return of Fazlullah’, November 5  

 FATA Research Centre, ‘ Public Policy Framework for FATA’, October 25 

Social & Economic Issues 

 Centre for Research and Security Studies, ‘Victims’ Voices – Resonating Consequences of Conflict’, October 

11 

 Jinnah Institute, ‘Moving Past the Crisis Metric’, November 3 

Regional Dynamics 

 Observer Research Foundation, ‘ Accessing Afghanistan and Central Asia: Importance of Chahbahar to 

India’, October 11 

 Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses, ‘Neither Peace nor Process: India-Pakistan on Escalation Ladder’, 

October 24 

 Daily Times, ‘Nuclear weapons: a game changer in South Asia’, October 27 

 Islamabad Policy Research Institute, ‘Pakistan-Russia Rapprochement and Current Geo-Politics’, Winter 

2013 

 Observer Research Foundation, ‘Issues in Sino-Indian Relations and Leadership Change in China’, November 

1 

Conflict in Afghanistan 

 Observer Research Foundation, ‘Iran’s Kabul Gamble’, November 1 

 Jinnah Institute, ‘ Moving out of Af-Pak’ November 15 

 

http://spearheadresearch.org/SR_CMS/index.php/researchopinions/pakistans-foreign-policy-challenge
http://crss.pk/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/Pakistan-Chalanges-in-Anti-Terror-Legislation.pdf
http://www.jinnah-institute.org/ssi-publications/773-a-game-of-thrones-in-waziristan-the-return-of-fazlullah-
http://frc.com.pk/articles/public-policy-framework-for-fata/
http://crss.pk/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/victim-voice-eng.pdf
http://www.jinnah-institute.org/open-democracy-initiative/775-moving-past-the-crisis-metric-
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