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T his publication entitled “Organizing information, regulating com-
munication“ aims at transmitting to a wider public the content of 
the conversations and debates which arose from the EU-Maghreb 

exchange between Mediterranean professionals of the judiciary and com-
munication sectors. This meeting took place on June 21st and 22nd 2012 
at the Centre for Intercultural Learning in Rabat with the participation of 
about twenty professionals from both sides of the Mediterranean: Algeria, 
Tunisia, Morocco, Italy, France and Spain.  

The meeting is part of a project focusing on inter-professional experi-
ences where the accent is put on the exchange of shared experiences 
within different professions. The professionals are invited to participate in 
a spontaneous conversation sharing ideas and visions with other profes-
sionals, without prior positions from a specific point of view and without 
obligation to arrive at any consensus. The exchange builds on a common 
denominator which is the profession, its ethics and practice. A first meet-
ing was held in Rabat between Spanish and Moroccan judges. In this 
meeting, the judges questioned the role and importance of the media in 
the present time. A second meeting, which was held in Tunisia, brought 
together journalists from several countries of the Mediterranean to discuss 
the responsibility of the journalist in a moment of commoditization of 
information and media where transparency, independence and neutrality 
of the journalist are paramount. In this third meeting we wanted to bring 
judges and journalists together in one meeting to question both journalis-
tic and judicial ethics.

In the context of increasing globalization of information, of communica-
tion and of ideological threats, a democratic challenge arising from our 
multicultural societies is to learn to manage the differences that separate 
us and to combine freedom of expression, counter-power and judicial eth-
ics for the general interest.

North and South of the Mediterranean, judges and journalists share –with-
in the exercise of their profession– the quest of three common principles: 
truth, freedom and independence. In the current context, this shared hori-
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zon is found between the lines of the discussions and debates reproduced 
within this volume. Firstly, the reader will encounter the summary of the 
meeting in which Pau de Vilchez Moragues highlights the strengths of the 
discussions held. Subsequently, the reader will find four items representing 
each participating profession from each shore of the Mediterranean.

The game of mirrors proposed by Carlos Gómez Martínez, President of 
the Provincial Court of the Balearic Islands, Spain, challenges us and forces 
us to exercise a profound reflection on the ambivalent and often contra-
dictory relationship between the judiciary and the media. Mohammed 
Noureddine Affaya –professor of modern philosophy at the University 
Mohammed V in Agdal-Rabat, Morocco– confronts us with the restless 
currents of the Mediterranean “in which the stakes of identity in the 
Mediterranean basin are expressed.“ Fatima Chenaïf, an accredited bar-
rister to the Supreme Court and the Council of State in Algeria raises legal 
difficulties related to the lack of credible communication relays. In the vital 
need to ensure their independence prior to their legitimacy, Cyril Lemieux, 
a sociologist at the Ecole des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales in Paris, 
France, identifies “rules of detachment“ between journalists and other 
sources of power in this democratic struggle which, as he points out, is 
“conducted daily from one bank to the other in the Mediterranean, and 
more widely across the world, and whose issue is not only the autonomy 
of judgment journalists but, through it, the opportunity for all citizens to 
receive free and verified information.“

This publication intends to foster this spirit of dialogue between authors 
and readers, to nurture the public debate which is essential to democratic 
societies. It primarily involves the citizens who, on countless occasions, 
play both the role of informants, of the informed and of the judges. 
Throughout the pages, judges and journalists from both sides of the 
Mediterranean share their points of view and their beliefs regarding the 
different meanings of “truth“, “freedom“ and “independence“ within 
their complexity. 
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