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SPECIAL FEATURE 2013/1
Migrant Political Participation
What is a Special Feature?
Special Features are designed to make the link between current news on integration and EWSI content. In doing so, they
help to:




Put what is heard in the news on integration into a wider and deeper perspective;
Bring back balance to the often unbalanced portrayal of integration in the news;
Guide users through the maze of EWSI content by acting as a ‘content vade mecum’.

How was this topic chosen?
2013 is the European Year of Citizens during which dialogue at all levels of government, civil society and business will be
encouraged to explore what European citizens want the EU to be by 2020 in terms of rights, policies and governance. EU
citizens rights include the right to vote and stand as a candidate in European Parliament elections and the right to vote and
stand as a candidate in municipal elections. But where do migrants fit into this schema? What voting rights do they have?
Are they allowed to become members of political parties and stand for election? To what extent are they consulted on local
or national integration policies?
In order to answer these questions, this Special Feature gives a brief introduction to the developments that have taken place
in this ambit over the past 20 years on a European level and highlights recent research dealing with different aspects of the
political participation of migrants. Section 2 looks at the removal of legal barriers to participation by outlining the granting
of political rights such as the right to vote or stand in elections and facilitating naturalisation. Of the migrants who are
allowed to vote or stand for election, Section 3 shows how and in what proportions they go to the ballot box as well as the
work being carried out by societal entities such as political parties to mainstream anti-discrimination and diversity.
Consultative bodies and dialogue platforms offer another form of representation by transmitting the views of immigrant
representatives to local or national authorities in an advisory capacity. Finally, Section 4 focuses on forms of political
participation amongst the migrant youth.
Whenever not differently specified, the term migrant refers to third-country nationals.

1. Political participation of immigrants in the EU
1.1

Introduction

While the 1992 Treaty of Maastricht introduced European Union citizenship which includes
the right of EU citizens to vote in local and European elections in another Member state other
than their own, it was the 1992 Council of Europe Convention on the participation of
foreigners in public life at the local level that provided for the electoral participation of all
foreign residents at the municipal level. Based on the latter, foreign residents are guaranteed
equal rights to association, some sort of consultative body elected or appointed by their own
communities, and local passive voting rights after maximum 5 years’ residence. Ratification of
the Convention has been limited and slowing over time however, with only eight ratifications
(three of which are not in the European Union) and another five signatures not followed by
ratifications. The mostly Western European signatories already had policies meeting the
Convention’s minimum standards, thus meaning that ratification has not led to more political
rights for foreign residents.
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The political participation of immigrants is one dimension of the integration process: the greater the
political participation, the greater the integration in the democratic domain. On a European level, the
issue has been given increasing importance over the years:



The European Parliament has been supporting voting rights and the civic participation of
Third-country nationals constantly since 1996. In the resolution adopted in Strasbourg on 14
March 2013 on ‘Integration of migrants, its effects on the labour market and the external
dimension of social security coordination’, the Parliament “recalls the importance of voting
rights for migrants, particularly at the local level, as an important tool for integration and
active citizenship; and is concerned at the political under- representation of minorities at all
levels of government, including at Member State level and in the European Parliament”.



The Common Basic Principles for Immigrant Integration Policy in the EU, agreed by EU
Member States and adopted in November 2004, encourage the participation of immigrants in
the democratic process and increased interaction between immigrants and Member State
citizens in order to improve their integration.

Common Basic Principle 7: Frequent interaction between immigrants and Member State citizens is a
fundamental mechanism for integration. Shared forums, inter-cultural dialogue, education about
immigrants and immigrant cultures, and stimulating living conditions in urban environments enhance
the interactions between immigrants and Member State citizens.

In June 2008, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe on the State of
Democracy in Europe put forward proposals to grant voting rights to migrants at least at local
level and ensure that consultative bodies are established to ensure that migrants have a say
and are consulted in matters affecting them. In September 2012, in response to the
Committee on Political Affairs and Democracy’s Report entitled ‘For more democratic
elections’, the Committee on Migration, Refugees and Displaced Persons suggested that the
Report include a paragraph under fostering citizen participation in the electoral process by
“facilitating access to nationality as advocated in the European Convention on Nationality and
granting migrants voting rights and/or other possibilities for political participation as
proposed in the Convention on the Participation of Foreigners in Public Life at Local Level.
Democratic legitimacy is not served by excluding large numbers of migrants from political life
and democratic elections.” However the Report has not been modified so far.



In July 2011, the European Commission proposed a European Agenda for the Integration of
Third-country nationals focusing on actions to increase the economic, social, cultural and
political participation of migrants, with an emphasis on local action. The Agenda
recommended removing obstacles to migrants' political participation in terms of legislative
and structural barriers. It also encouraged the involvement of migrant representatives,
including women, in the drawing up and implementation of integration policies and
programmes. More specifically, measures to enhance democratic participation were
suggested, such as training and mentors, granting migrants access to voting rights in local
elections, creating local, regional and national consultative bodies, encouraging
entrepreneurship, creativity and innovation.
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Common Basic Principle 9: The participation of immigrants in the democratic process and in the
formulation of integration policies and measures, especially at the local level, supports their
integration.

1.2

Available Research

There is extensive information on European citizens’ engagement in participatory democracy (see the
2013 Eurobarometer for example) which exclude Third-country nationals, but a number of co-funded
projects with a focus on political participation of immigrants in the EU have been supported by the
European Commission. Some of the most recent are detailed below.
The European Union Democracy Observatory (EUDO CITIZENSHIP) has been
conducting research and writing a report on electoral rights and participation of
Third-country nationals in EU member states, and of EU citizens in third
countries. The FRACIT findings were presented to the European Parliament in
February 2013, and the final report will be available as of May 2013.
The ACCEPT Pluralism project (2010-2013) has produced a tolerance indicators
toolkit that includes a section on the special arrangements for the
representation of minorities/immigrants. These indicators, each of which is
divided into LOW (non-tolerance), MEDIUM (minimum tolerance) and HIGH
(acceptance) were applied to a number of European Union countries (and
Turkey) to see how tolerant they are regarding immigrant and minority representation.
6.1 Existence of
official institutions
for the
representation of
native ethnic or
religious minorities

6.4 Local
voting
rights for
non
nationals

6.5 Minority
mobilization
and claimsmaking

6.6
Representation
of minority
politicians in
parliament

Bulgaria

Medium

N/A

Medium

Low

Low

High / Low

France

-

-

-

-

Low

Low

Greece

Low

Medium

Medium

Low

Medium

High

Ireland

-

Medium

-

High

Medium / High Medium

Italy

-

Medium

-

Low

-

-

Netherlands

-

Medium

-

Medium

-

-

Poland

Medium

-

Medium

-

Medium

Low

Romania

Medium

-

Low

-

Medium

High

Spain

-

Medium

-

Medium

-

-

Sweden

High

-

Low

-

High

Low

Turkey

Low

-

Low

-

Medium

Low

UK

-

-

-

-

High

Medium
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The interest of Third-country nationals in having more political participation becomes
apparent thanks to the Immigrant Citizens Survey, published in May 2012. This survey
allows us to gauge migrants’ interest in voting on a local and national level, their level of
mobilisation and their interest in increased representation.
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Country

6.3 Existence of
provisions for
minority
candidates at the
party level

6.2 Official
institutions
representing
migrants

Regarding extended voting rights, in Spanish, Portuguese and French cities, interest in voting is as
high among surveyed non-EU immigrants
as it was among the general population
when asked for the 2008 European Values
Study (85%, 72% and 90% respectively). 70
to 80 per cent of surveyed immigrants
show interest in voting, though slightly
less than the general population, in Italian
cities and Belgian cities (where voting is
mandatory). Smaller majorities are
interested in Budapest (63%). The
majorities in favour were slightly larger
among naturalised immigrants in Italian
and Portuguese cities and much larger in
Budapest and Belgian cities. Interest was
high among both naturalised and nonnaturalised immigrants in French and Spanish cities.
75 to 80 per cent of
immigrants feel that they are
underrepresented
in
parliament and 80 to 95 per
cent think that MPs with an
immigrant
background
would better understand
them, better represent
them, and would be
symbolically important for
the country. 60 to 92 per
cent said they would be
more likely to vote for
diverse candidates, if they
had the vote.
The Migrant Integration Policy Index (MIPEX - 2010) strand on political participation includes four
dimensions that measure electoral rights, political liberties, consultative bodies and implementing
policies on the basis of some fifteen policy indicators. Respectively, this strand establishes whether:
 immigrants have the right to vote in local, regional and national elections, and can stand
in local elections;
 they have a right to create associations, political parties and their own media;
 consultative bodies are set up;
 information campaigns exist and immigrant associations are supported.
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The map below shows how countries score on these four dimensions and fifteen indicators. In most
countries the situation is rather unfavourable as they score less than 60 points, with only a handful of
European countries with favourable conditions scoring more than 60 points.

The 2009-2010 EPACE project (Exchanging good practices for
the promotion of an active citizenship in the EU) sought to
address the challenges related to the decreasing level of the
political and social participation of citizens. In particular,
youth, newly arrived immigrants and people with low
education levels need more diversified opportunities, such as E-democracy, in order to participate in
civic activity and to become integrated into society.

2. Participation: the removal of legal barriers
2.1

The right to vote: rare at national level, increasingly common at local
level

Page

As can be seen in the FRACIT findings
on electoral rights and participation of
Third-country citizens, only sixteen
Member States have implemented
local voting rights for foreign residents.
In several EU Member States voting
rights are linked to the length of
regular stay or granted only to specific
categories of Third-country nationals.
In other Member States, they are only
granted to citizens from third countries
with
which
specific
bilateral
arrangements
exist.
For
a
diagrammatic overview of the voting
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According to the European Union Democracy Observatory (EUDO) 2012 publication on Inclusive
Democracy, electoral rights for non EU-citizen residents in EU Member States are limited. With the
exception of Great Britain and Portugal, Third-Country nationals do not have the right to vote in
national elections in any European Union country, and even those rights are limited to
Commonwealth citizens in the case of Great Britain and some Brazilians in the case of Portugal.

and candidacy rights of Third-country nationals, please see the Forum Factsheet on voting rights in
Europe and the Table on EWSI Highlights of Participation Rights and Representation after the section
on Citizenship below.
With around 32 million people in Europe live outside their country of origin, of which around 20
million are Third-country nationals, there are a number of European, national and local initiatives
calling for an extension of voting rights for immigrants. The Citizens for Europe has created an
initiative for the 2014 European Parliament elections, that aims to trigger public debates, political
action and to promote equal opportunities for participation in the EU through these and other
awareness-raising and mobilizing activities:
1. A broad media campaign to encourage all EU-citizens to support EP-voting rights for thirdcountry nationals, and raise the latter’s awareness of the role the EP plays and trigger
demand for participation;
2. Decentralised symbolic elections organized by local partners for third-country nationals to
express their political will and claim more political participation rights;
3. Decentralised accompanying events to trigger debates and confront MEP candidates with
European issues.
The Progressive Alliance of Socialists & Democrats in the European Parliament has
recently launched a call to give all foreign nationals who are long-term residents the
right to vote in local elections. In a recent meeting in Lyon, the president underlined
the core demands of the S&D Group on integration policy: extending citizenship,
guaranteeing non-discrimination, and encouraging and facilitating integration
through concrete action. Other initiatives calling for equal opportunities for Thirdcountry nationals can be seen below.
PRACTICE HIGHLIGHTS
In France, a campaign is currently underway to encourage a change in the municipal voting laws for
2014. The ‘Right to vote 2014’ collective consists of more than 120 organisations (associations,
syndicates, political parties) who call on local collectives to mobilise and sign the national petition
that requests a revision of the constitution to allow third-country nationals to vote and be elected
in municipal elections.
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In the run up to the 2011 municipal elections in
Berlin, the ‘Every vote’ campaign highlighted the lack
of voting rights of third-country nationals on a local,
regional and national level. They organised a
symbolic election to encourage an open debate on
the extension of political participation to all, the
results of which gave a lead to left-wing parties
which generally supported giving migrants the vote
and a change of the citizenship law. Apart from the
main parties, they also gave 9 seats to the BIG Party the Alliance for Innovation and Justice. This party
did not win any seats in the real election which
gave the SPD 47 seats, CDU 39 seats, Greens 29
seats, Left 19 seats and the Pirate party 15 seats.
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In Italy, the “L'Italia sono anch'io” campaign by 22 civil society organisations aimed to bring
public attention to and foster political debate on the issue of citizenship and voting rights on
local and regional level for anyone born or living in Italy for over five years.

2.2

Citizenship

Political participation can be promoted through extension of political rights to Third-country nationals
and/or facilitation of access to nationality (see Special Feature 2012/03 for a more detailed analysis
of access to nationality for Third-country nationals). Facilitating naturalisation diminishes the gap
between the rights of citizens and long-term resident immigrants and can open up a fuller range of
opportunities for participation. It may therefore be seen as an end and/or an incentive to integration.
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Citizenship is a sufficient but not a necessary condition for the franchise. According to FRACIT
findings, however, combining local franchise with access to citizenship offers two complementary
modes of inclusion. The countries that offer citizenship and the franchise can be seen below.

2.3

Candidacy rights: more restricted than those for voting

The share of immigrants among elected representatives is one of the indicators to measure active
citizenship considered by a Eurostat pilot study on 'Indicators of immigrant integration'. This is an
important area of development, considering that the participation of immigrants in the democratic
process as active citizens supports their integration and enhances their sense of belonging. There is
currently no unified view among Member States on indicators in the area of active citizenship, as they
differ in relation to the different views, goals and regulatory frameworks of integration policies.
FRACIT shows us that
there
are
less
possibilities
for
immigrants to stand for
election than for them to
vote in local legislative
elections. 2 countries
enfranchise
selected
categories
of
Third
country
citizens
in
national elections (UK
and PT), 4 in regional
elections (UK, PT, SE and
DK) and 10 in local
elections (DK, FI, SE, IE,
EL, LU, NL, PT, SK, UK).
The ACCEPT Pluralism project also examined the issue of minority representation. The representation
of minority politicians in parliaments in Bulgaria, France, Ireland and the UK is described in the EWSI
Highlights table below, and is scored in the following way.

EWSI HIGHLIGHTS OF PARTICIPATION RIGHTS AND REPRESENTATION

Austria

Third-country nationals are not allowed to vote in any elections. During a recent meeting in
Vienna, this was highlighted as a problem for the legitimacy of the voting system. A new
citizenship law is currently planned for Austria, but critics say it will not result in a large
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This table gathers a selection of highlights from the European Website on Integration in the areas of
participation rights (in the form voting) and representation (candidates with a migrant background).

Estonia
Finland

France

Germany

1

The Turkish minority is well represented in the parliament, (28 out of 240 MPs, or 11.7%,
compared to 8.8% of their share of the Bulgarian population) while other minorities are not
represented or severely underrepresented. There are no quotas or reserved seats for
minorities and their parliamentary representation is based solely on the election result,
however the Turks have differential treatment based on their historical cohabitation in
Bulgaria.
Third-country nationals have the right to vote in local elections but cannot stand for
election.
Any adult who has lived in a Finnish municipality for at least two years is eligible to vote or
run for local office. Indeed, the immigrant vote is wholly encouraged by the Government
and other stakeholders who have made numerous efforts to attract the immigrant vote.
In 2012, a total of 680 foreign-language speakers were nominated as candidates, however a
number of these were most certainly European citizens. The largest groups of Third-country
nationals nominated as candidates (based on their first language) were Russian (172),
Arabic (42), Turkish (38), Kurdish (34), Somali speakers (29), Albanian (18), Persian (16) and
Serbo-Croat (10) speakers.
Immigrants in France are not entitled to vote in national, regional or municipal elections.
The number of people supporting their right to vote also dropped markedly before the last
political elections. However, during his presidential campaign, Francois Hollande promised
to give immigrants resident in France for over 5 years the right to vote in local elections.
Prime Minister Ayrault has promised a bill on this issue in 2013.
Despite the presence of an immigrant political party in France (Movement of the Indigenous
of the Republic), only 1.8% of the National Assembly elected in 2012 has an immigrant
background. The representation of diversity was low amongst the candidates themselves,
with only 3.3% from an immigrant background, far behind the 12% in the French
population.
According to the study carried out by the Max Planck Institute for the Study of Religious and
Ethnic Diversity entitled ‘Diversity seeks Council: Councillors with a migration background in
1
German cities’, the number of immigrants on German city councils is on the rise. City
councils elected between 2001 and March 2006 had 116 members with an immigrant
background; between September 2006 and March 2011, this number rose to 198. The
number of candidates has risen considerably, too – by about 50 percent. The reasons for this
positive trend are threefold: On the one hand, the number of cities with migrants on their
councils has risen. Today only 15 out of 77 councils of major cities (eight of them in West
Germany) consist entirely of non-immigrant Germans; before that the number was 24.
Further, there are now a number of cities with more than one councillor that has an

In this study, the councillors considered are those who were either born outside Germany and moved there as immigrants,
or those with at least one parent born outside Germany.
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Bulgaria

Non-EU nationals cannot stand as candidates, yet ethnic minorities, such as Moroccan, or to
a lesser extent Turkish,,nationalsshow political interest in trade unions, parties etc.. While it
has been said that the Brussels Regional assembly has reached a point of overrepresentation of immigrant minorities, Flemish politics needs to create more opportunities
for them.
Third-country nationals have no local voting rights regardless of the length of their
residence in Bulgaria.

Page

Belgium

increase in the number of Third-country nationals becoming citizens or getting the right to
vote.
Non-EU nationals voted for the first time in the 2006 municipal elections. Conditions are still
restricted however (legal residence for 5 years and registration on the electoral roll) and
they cannot stand or vote in regional elections.

Italy

Latvia

Since 1963, Ireland has granted political rights to vote and stand in local elections to those
who have been resident for a minimum of six months, making it one of the most inclusive
voting systems in the EU.
Politicians of migrant or native minority are present, but underrepresented in political life.
In order to combat this, the Immigrant Council of Ireland launched the ‘Count us in’
campaign in 2011 which called on the government to put in place measures to increase the
participation of migrants and new communities in political life including the appointment to
the Seanad of a migrant representative.
The Italian country report of the ACCEPT Pluralism project highlights Italy as having “local
policies of exclusion” for migrants in political life. The Turco-Napolitano law (1998)
introduced the right for immigrants who had a Long-Term Residence Permit (more than six
years in Italy) to vote at the local administrative elections (art. 38). Nevertheless, when the
bill became law, article 38 was repealed. In the years that followed some bills were
proposed to introduce immigrants’ right to vote at the local level, but none of them became
law. The next immigration law, the Bossi-Fini law (2002), did not introduce any changes and
it adhered only partially to the 1992 Council of Europe Convention on the participation of
Foreigners in Public Life at Local Level. Although Italy signed the Convention, it excluded
Chapter C from its adhesion, which recognised the right to vote for immigrants who have
been living legally in the host countries for 5 years.
Since new rules on immigrants’ political participation have not been introduced at the
national level, some initiatives have been organized at local level. Some Regions and
Municipalities modified their Statutes autonomously to give migrants the right to vote.
However these were rejected by the State Council which declared that national institutions
rather than local bodies should cover the issue of voting rights.
The Association for the Legal Study of Immigration has put forward a manifesto to reform
immigration law in Italy’s 2013-2018 legislature, including reforming the laws on citizenship
and administrative elections. They want all foreign citizens regularly residing in the country
over the past five years at least to have the right to vote at administrative elections and to
obtain naturalisation through a faster and more efficient process.
Third-country nationals do not have the right to vote in any elections in Latvia, although
academics and civil society believe that voting in local elections might ease ethnic tensions.
Nevertheless, through the Congress of non-citizens, alternative elections will be conducted
online and at some of the election polls on the same day as municipal elections on 1st June
2013. The ‘parliament of the non-represented’ will include 30 citizens and non-citizens, and
represent ‘those who pay taxes but cannot take part in political life’.
Latvia’s non-citizens can join political parties. They can also establish a political party if at
least 200 of the minimum 400 members necessary to start the party are Latvian. The ‘For
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Ireland

Page

Greece

immigrant background. Finally, all parties have increased the number of councillors with
immigrant backgrounds. Still, all city councils are a long way from representing the diversity
of city populations. Only 4 percent of the 4670 city council members are migrants. As over a
quarter of the population of major cities has an immigration background, this demographic
group is still blatantly underrepresented in city politics. Not a single major city has a
percentage of migrants on its council that corresponds to their numbers among the
population.
Third-country nationals do not have electoral rights in Greece, even in local elections. In
February 2013, a Council of State (majority) decision ruled that a clause in the 2010 Greek
citizenship Law (article 17 of Law n. 3838) is against the Greek constitution. The article
granted long-term migrants the right to vote and be elected (on the basis of their status).
The Council of State decision was justified by ruling that the Greek constitution defines the
electorate and candidates as comprising of Greek citizens only, thus reserves the right to
vote even for local government solely for Greek citizens. The legislator cannot extend this
right to those not baring this status (i.e. non-citizens).

native language’ party was established in July 2012 and supports the implementation of
Russian as a second state language for Latvia.
Luxembourg

5.9% of the total population are Third-country nationals, and once they have five years of
legal residence in Luxembourg, they are allowed to vote in municipal elections. In order to
better reflect the changing population, civil society calls for them to be able to vote in
national elections in order to maintain the legitimacy of the elected.

Netherlands

While Third country nationals are not allowed to vote in the elections of the Lower, Upper
or Provincial Houses or the European Parliament, they are entitled to vote on Water Boards
and to Municipal Councils provided they have 5 years legal residence.
The elections that took place in September 2012 provided for a Lower House that is much
more diverse than before, yeta report sent to the Lower House since then has called for an
added increase in ethnic minorities, as well as women and low-educated people, in politics.
When politicians with a migrant background do participate in politics, they have been
criticised for campaigning within their own community.
Third-country nationals do not have the right to vote or stand in parliamentary or local
elections and so far, there has been no major political debate regarding the possibility of
extension of the voting rights in local elections to Third-country nationals.
Third-country nationals have the right to vote in local elections if there is a bilateral
agreement between their country of origin and Portugal (mainly Cabo Verde and Brazil).
Brazilians living in Portugal for over 3 years have a further right to vote in national and
regional elections. In 2005, 59.4% of migrants from Cabo Verde were registered to vote,
while only 7.97% of Brazilians were. In the same year, only 3 foreign nationals were elected
during the elections in 308 municipalities.
The Local Elections Act of 2002 gives Third-country nationals who hold a permanent
residence permit local voting rights.
However, migrants cannot stand in elections and are restricted in joining political parties,
although they do have the right to form their own associations. Nevertheless, the Occupy
Slovenia movement enjoyed broad participation of migrants.
In 2010, Slovenia voted in Eastern Europe’s first black mayor, Ghanian doctor Peter
Bossman, who moved to Slovenia in the 1970s and is a member of the governing centre-left
Social Democrat party.

Slovenia

Spain

The right to vote in local elections is conditioned by reciprocity clauses. In the 2011
municipal elections, not everyone who is entitled to vote registered. Various organisations
such as SOS Racism have undertaken publicity stunts to highlight the need to give everyone
the vote, such as presenting an organisational representative to the elections.

Sweden

The right to vote in the local and regional elections as well as in referendums was granted to
immigrants registered in Sweden for more than three years through a 1975 parliament
decision on the new direction of the immigration policy. The degree of participation has
nevertheless diminished for every new election, from almost 60 percent in 1976 to 35
percent in 2002.
All foreign nationals are allowed to hold high state positions and they have the right to
stand as a candidate in municipal elections.
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Portugal

Page

Poland

United Kingdom

Nationals of countries belonging to the Commonwealth have the right to vote in national,
regional and municipal elections. These ethnic minorities now make up around 8% of the
2
electorate. According to the Ethnic Minority British Election Survey , of those people who
are allowed to vote or are now UK citizens, black and minority ethnic (BME) people are
highly supportive of the Labour party, with 68% (two-thirds) voting Labour in 2010. The
Conservatives and Liberal Democrats – coalition partners in the current government – got
only 16% and 14% of the BME vote respectively. Ethnic minorities are somewhat less likely
than the White British to register to vote, but among those who are registered turnout rates
are very similar to White British ones.
Nationals of countries belonging to the Commonwealth may stand as a candidate in
municipal elections. In general, all parties have taken action to improve diversity among
candidates, in recognition of the unrepresentativeness of the House of Commons. This
should help to rebuild trust and restore a dialogue between parliament and those whom it
represents. Currently, there are only 4% of minority representatives in parliament.

3. Mobilisation and Representation
3.1

Participation in elections: getting to the ballot box

Once given the legal right to vote, Third-country nationals or newly naturalised citizens must be
informed of the procedure for electoral registration and encouraged to participate in elections.
Information campaigns exist to inform Third-country nationals of their voting rights and to explain the
importance of participating in elections.

PRACTICE HIGHLIGHTS
Since February 2011, Third-country nationals may vote in communal elections in Luxembourg. In
order to order to do so, they must register on the electoral lists. Informing them of their rights and
how to go about registering was the main objective of the I can vote campaign. In order to encourage
younger voters, there was a special section dedicated to the youth of Luxembourg.
For the 2009 elections in Ireland, Dublin City Council organised an information campaign to raise
awareness amongst all EU and third-country national migrants resident in the city on their right to
vote, the need to register to vote and how to vote on election day. The New Communities
Partnership and the Africa Centre also encouraged voters with the slogan ‘Our vote can make a
difference’, which resulted in an increased 44% of registered immigrant voters

2

The study was conducted over the three months following the 2010 general election and includes representative samples
of people of Indian, Pakistani, Bangladeshi, Black Caribbean and Black African background.
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Although ballots are generally assimilated into the broader voting total, making it difficult to detect
the electoral participation of Third-country nationals, FRACIT findings on electoral rights and
participation show that in countries where secondary data could be collected, turnout in local
elections ﬂuctuates considerably from a minimum of 10% in Luxembourg (2009) to a maximum of
57% in Denmark (2009). In the Swedish local elections, their turnout is considerably lower than that
of the total electorate, and also lower than other EU or Nordic citizens.

In the Netherlands, Dutch people of foreign descent and other migrants also tend to vote less than
their native counterparts. In the 2012 municipal elections3 in Finland however, more Third-country
nationals (11%) voted than other foreign residents (EU citizens 8.4% or Iceland/Norway 0.2%), but
much less than the general turnout of 58.3%.
Total Electorate

Registration/foreign residents

Turnout/foreign residents

Mainland
Finland

Registered
voters

General
turnout

EU
citizens

Iceland &
Norway

Thirdcountry
nationals

EU
citizens

Iceland &
Norway

Thirdcountry
nationals

2012

4,303,064

58.3%

60,861

756

75,337

8.4%

0.2%

11.0%

In the 2005 municipal elections in Estonia, only about 50% of Russian citizens (by far the biggest
group of Third-country nationals) voted in municipal elections, while 75% of Russian citizens legally
registered in Estonia took part in municipal elections in 2009. Also among stateless persons (former
Soviet citizens who were not entitled to Estonian citizenship and did not naturalise) the percentage of
those who take part in municipal elections has grown and reached 63% in 2009, thus implying that
the number of foreigners actually voting is increasing.
Although there are many different contexts in each Member State, based on the information
available on the EWSI, migrants or people of migrant descent seem more likely to vote on the left of
the political spectrum, as we can see from results in the UK, the Netherlands and the Berlin symbolic
election results previously mentioned. Meanwhile in France, Muslims tend to vote left, while
Catholics tend to vote right.

Political parties are beginning to take it on themselves to mainstream diversity within them. A
number of political parties are including migrants or nationals of migrant backgrounds in their
frontlines in order to appeal to migrant voters and demonstrate their support of a diverse and
inclusive society. For example, in Germany the CDU recently chose three politicians with a Turkish
background for some of the highest bodies in the party, while in the UK, Prime Minister David
Cameron has just launched a drive to encourage candidates with an immigrant background to stand
as parliamentary candidates with the Tory party, knowing that a more ethnically diverse party may
increase appeal to ethnic minority voters. A 2012 policy brief by the Centre for European Studies
entitled Migrating towards Participation: Immigrants and their Descendants in the Political Process
encourages political parties in the EU to pay attention to the gradually increasing presence of
immigrants from third countries and their descendants. From a democratic viewpoint they say, it is
necessary to involve immigrants in the political process as voters, party members, candidates and
office holders. Furthermore, they encourage the Centre-right parties to adopt policies and practices
3

Own calculations based on the statistics available on the Website mentioned in the EWSI News item:
http://tilastokeskus.fi/til/kvaa/2012/kvaa_2012_2012-11-02_tie_001_fi.html
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Removal of organisational barriers for immigrant participation in
societal entities by anti-discrimination and diversity mainstreaming
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with a view to increasing the number of centre-right immigrant office holders at local, regional,
national and European levels, in an effort to mirror the diversity of the electorate itself.
This kind of inclusive rhetoric will influence a migrant’s choice, with any
particularly anti-immigrant party unlikely to get many immigrant votes. In
1998, a Charter of Political Parties for a non-racist society was drawn up after
consultation with most of the political parties in the European Union and
under the auspices of the EU Consultative Commission on Racism and
Xenophobia. It appeals to the democratic political parties in the European
Union to act responsibly concerning discrimination on the basis of race, ethnic
or national origin, and religion. This applies both with respect to the parties’
own organisation and to their interaction with the outside world. In it, the
democratic political parties of Europe agreed to strive for the fair representation of ethnic minority
groups at all levels of the parties with a special responsibility for the party leadership to stimulate and
support the recruitment of candidates from these groups for political functions as well as
membership. On the occasion of the 2013 International Day for the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination and in view of next year's European Parliament Elections, ENAR and UNITED for
Intercultural Action published a Charter for a non-racist society, encouraging political parties to speak
clearly against racism and other forms of discrimination against minorities in the run up to elections.

PRACTICE HIGHLIGHTS
In Austria, a group of anti-discrimination experts monitored the 2008 City
Council elections in the city of Graz. The public messages of the parties
running for election were analysed on issues such as discrimination on
ethnical and/or religious grounds. The parties’ materials were thereafter
evaluated using a ‘traffic light mechanism’. ‘Green’ for positive nondiscriminatory behaviour. ‘Yellow’ for ‘risky’ behaviour and ‘red’ for
discriminatory behaviour. The goals of the election monitoring were on the one hand to raise awareness for
discrimination issues and on the other hand to ‘influence’ the behaviour of the parties running for election. The
results of the evaluation were published during three press conferences before the election.
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Leading on from this work, a new project entitled Diversity in Political Parties’ Programmes,
Organisation and Representation has recently been launched to initiate, assess and support diversity
development processes with regard to ethnic diversity in major political parties in member states.
The project both raises awareness and develops practical tools to promote diversity development in
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The 2011 pilot project entitled Migrant Voices Mainstreaming Diversity in Political Parties looked
at parties as social entities that aim to attract and
recruit voters, members and candidates and
employ staff members, as well as the providers
and buyers of services. Diversifying staff members
and the service providers are two areas that
political parties, as with any other organisation,
can achieve greater diversity. The results of this
project offer political parties a toolkit that
provides benchmarks and indicators for evaluating
strategies, as well as concrete proposals on
effective multi-level diversity mainstreaming.

parties, particularly at the national level, and enhances the chances of participation for Third-country
nationals in parties.
PRACTICE HIGHLIGHTS
In the UK, Networks of Regional Diversity Champions were set up as early as 2000 to
address the issue of under-representation for elected representatives. Each champion is
appointed by a Regional Party to promote an equalities, diversity and widening
participation ethos. They devise an annual plan of action to increase diversity through all
levels of the Party and support the region to effectively deliver these activities. Information on this good
practice was gathered in the framework of the project "Migrant Voices - Mainstreaming Diversity in Political
Parties”.

3.3

Representation: consultative bodies and dialogue platforms

According to the 1992 Explanatory Report on the participation of foreigners in public life at the local
level, the Council of Europe defines a consultative body of foreign residents as having any of the
following:
a) participation by representatives of foreign residents in an advisory capacity in the
deliberations of local authority committees;
b) consultative committees with mixed membership comprising members of local authority
committees and representatives of foreign residents;
c) consultative councils with purely foreign membership.
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In 2012, the Latvian Centre for Public Policy PROVIDUS produced a paper on Consultative bodies and
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Beyond the electoral process, immigrants may have the opportunity to participate in consultative
forums or bodies. These can be valuable tools for political participation, representation and
defending the interests of foreign residents, especially at the local level. Consultative bodies at the
local and national levels could potentially stimulate immigrant political participation and improve
integration policies by communicating the views of immigrant representatives to governments and
other stakeholders. While migrants are more or less aware of the immigrant organisations that may
form part of these consultative bodies, they do not often tend to join them, as can be seen by the
adjoining results of the Immigrant Citizens Survey.

dialogue platforms for immigrant communities as part of the ‘Capacity building of NGOs representing
Third-country nationals’ project, financed mainly by the European Fund for the Integration of Thirdcountry nationals. It describes an effective consultative body as having:
 regular communication with different ministries and branches of government about policies
concerning immigrants, with substantial expertise in the development of new policies
provided by the consultative body;
 a habit of response to the recommendations of the consultative body by public authorities.
To function as an effective dialogue platform,
 the representation of several branch ministries dealing with various aspects of policy that
have an impact on immigrants’ lives in the country is desirable (limiting the presence of
government institutions to one ‘responsible’ ministry may make the discussion parochial and
irrelevant for the rest of public administration);
 the presence of other segments of civil society (social partners, social support organisations,
possibly other NGOs working with integration issues, e.g. anti-racism organisations) is
desirable, in order to make communication between immigrant civil society and the rest of
civil society more direct and pluralistic;
The members of the consultative body/dialogue platform have to be free to propose the agenda for
consultations, and to involve other social and political actors, in order to make the concerns and
initiatives of the immigrant community and its contributions to public policy agenda, heard in society.
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The 2010 European Economic and Social Committee commissioned study to assess the state of
national consultative bodies on integration shows that national governments consult with their
foreign residents in 10 EU Member
States. Germany and Italy only have
frameworks
for
national
consultations (Integration Summit
or Islam Conference in the former,
and a legislative decree in the
latter). Most countries have a
national system of consultation,
with the exceptions being Austria,
France, and Greece, which have a
legal framework and bodies at local
but not (yet) national level.
According to the MIPEX study,
consultative bodies exist on a local
level in 15 countries (as seen in
image to the right). Robust
consultative bodies are found to do
more to promote civic participation, support the emergence of immigrant civil society, grant basic
political liberties to all and open voting rights and citizenship.
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On a European level, the European Integration Forum has been meeting twice a year since 2009 to
provide an opportunity for civil society organisations to express their views on migrant integration
issues and to discuss with the European institutions challenges and priorities. In the
Communication 'A Common Agenda for Integration: Framework for the Integration of Third-Country
Nationals in the European Union' of September 2005, the European Commission affirmed that a
comprehensive approach, involving stakeholders at all levels, is essential for the success of
integration policies.

PRACTICE HIGHLIGHTS
A number of activities took place in Bulgaria in order to encourage intercultural dialogue,
including the establishment of a Consultative forum in 2010 consisting of representatives of
local stakeholders and immigrants to ensure sustainability of the project results.
Projects such as Etnoweb in Estonia, which also started in 2010, are communicating the work
done by cultural organisations and minority communities, with the aim of facilitating closer
cooperation with the state.
In 2008, Strasbourg set up a foreign resident advisory board to allow all the residents of
Strasbourg, regardless of nationality, to participate in the city’s everyday life, keeping in mind
that non EU members do not have the right to vote in France. Since 1976, the town of Roubaix
has had a commission to encourage the participation of all residents in the town’s public life
and give migrants a voice to highlight the problems they face.
One of the numerous consultative bodies in Germany, the national association of communal
representations of Migrants in Baden-Württemberg was created as the representation organ of
the foreign population in the Land. It is a dialogue partner of the state parliament, state
government and all relevant organisations as well as comparable boards of migrants in other
federal states. The LAKA works together with the federal council of immigration and
integration. The association is the first representation of migrants in Baden-Württemberg which
is organized and acts independent of nationalities, parties and religions.
The Polish National Platform for Cooperation serves as a forum for communication and
exchange of information and experience between participating institutions. It also plays a role
of a consultative mechanism to facilitate the development, implementation and evaluation of
integration strategy and actions in this regard. Representatives of various institutions were
invited to participate in the Platform: representatives of government and self-government
administration, trade unions, employers' organisations, social, cultural and religious
organisations, media, political parties, NGOs and immigrant associations.
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Official and structured consultation with immigrants is often presented as an alternative to electoral
rights, however according to the first chapter in the Inclusive Democracy in Europe publication, there
does not seem to be a trade-off
between electoral rights and
consultations. Whereas the number
of countries granting electoral rights
has been increasing over the last ten
to twenty years, such a trend cannot
be
identified
for
countries
establishing consultative bodies.
Particularly in countries where they
do not have a strong legal basis,
consultative bodies come and go
depending on the political mood in
the country or at local level.

COUNTRY

EWSI HIGHLIGHTS ON REPRESENTATION

Austria

In 2010, the government committed to a National Action Plan for Integration, after
numerous NGO consultations, an integration platform, expert reports and panels,
statistics and new indicators. This Plan encourages intercultural dialogue on all levels and
saw the creation of an Integration Council and Advisory Board, which include civil society
stakeholders.
In 2011, the Islam Dialogue Forum was set up following a recommendation by the
Integration Council in order to establish an institutional dialogue with Muslims in Austria.
In 2012, a general consultation with all citizens of Vienna took place to create the Vienna
Charter, which provides the framework for good neighbourly relations, actively promotes
dialogue between citizens and builds solidarity.
The Minorities Forum aims to strengthen the role of associations of ethnic minorities in
terms of empowerment, interculturality and participation. Since 2000 the Minorities
Forum acts as spokesman and advocate of ethnic minorities in Flanders and Brussels.
The SHARE platform was created in 2011 to partner with migrants in French-speaking
Belgium to strengthen the participation of migrants as actors in the debates and policies
concerning migration and make their recommendations on integration visible. They also
aim to raise awareness about the work of migrant organisations and create synergies
between these organisations and other actors in society.
According to the ACCEPT Pluralism project, there are no official institutions for the
representation of migrants at a national or local level. This may change as the number of
immigrants arriving in Bulgaria increases – at present, they only represent 1.5% of the
population.
The Council for Ethnic Minorities was established in 1999 by the Integration Act aiming to
promote participation of ethnic minorities in all areas of society. The Council advises the
Minister of Social Affairs and Integration on issues of importance to immigrants and
refugees. The Council furthermore comments on new initiatives and has the right to
comment on general issues relating to ethnic minorities but cannot deal with individual
cases, complaints or the like. The Council consists of 14 members who are elected among
representatives from the local integration councils in the municipalities.

Denmark

Estonia

France

Convened by the Estonian Cooperation Assembly, the Round Table of Nationalities exists
since 2010 to engage Estonian inhabitants of different ethnicities, mother tongues and
nationalities and to advise the President of the Republic where necessary.
Citizens of other countries and stateless persons living in Estonia are being invited to take
part in discussions on integration as a result of which a new integration plan is to be
drawn up by the end of 2013.
A national network entitled Conseil francias de la citoyennete de residence (CoFraCiR) was
launched in April 2011, uniting the foreign residents councils of a number of French cities.
One of its aims is to elevate the issue of the right to vote and the eligibility of foreign
residents to the national level.

Finland

The Advisory Board on Ethnic Relations (ETNO) is the current stage of a long sequence of
consultative bodies for refugees and immigrant affairs. It has the formal features of a
dialogue platform, because its mandate includes exchange of information and views and
awareness raising in society and among immigrant communities.

Germany

The Federal Advisory Council on Integration (Beirat der Integrationsbeauftragten), made
up of 32 representatives drawn from immigrant and other interest groups, advises the
Federal government on immigration issues.
The Federal Immigration and Integration Council (Bundeszuwanderungs- un
Integrationsrat) is made up of national associations of local foreigners councils and
foreigners representations. This represents over 400 democratically elected foreigner
councils in 13 states.
Other informal national networks such as the Forum der Brueckenbauer exist that
encourage political participation and other integration policies.
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Bulgaria
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Belgium

Italy

Latvia

The Turco-Napolitano law (1998) created three representative bodies, two at national
level and one at local level, whose aim was to supervise and examine migrants’ economic,
social and cultural issues, and to propose solutions. Nevertheless, since the beginning they
have proved to be inefficient, due to their composition. Besides the Italian
representatives, members of the most representative immigrant associations had to be
part of these bodies, but it was difficult to identify which were the most representative.
Consequently, it often occurred that only Italian representatives participated in the
meetings of these bodies. The two national bodies were therefore unofficially disbanded
by the Bossi-Fini law (2002). Only the Immigrant Territorial Councils still exist today.
Further local representative bodies of migrants do exist, but they are only consultative
and their immigrant members are often not elected but chosen from the migrants’
associations, thus are not completely representative.
A founding meeting of the Congress of Non-citizens was held in March 2013 in Riga. The
Congress plans to work as a non-governmental organization representing the interests of
Latvia’s non-citizens, with the help of protests, the election of the “parliament of the nonrepresented”, and initiating court proceedings to force Latvia to compensate the moral
and material damage caused by the status of non-citizens. This is also to compensate the
fact that non-citizens are not allowed to propose legislative initiatives, according to the
Latvian parliament.
Furthermore, a Consultative board on immigrant integration has recently been set up,
meeting for the first time on 5 April 2013. This board includes non-governmental
organisations that were chosen through an open call and who represent recently arrived
Third-country nationals, among others.

Luxembourg

Although the modern version of the National Council for Foreigners was established
th
through the law of the 16 December 2008, it was only made operational in September
2012. It is to act as an advisory body to the Luxembourg government on issues relating to
foreigners and integration. 34 members will represent foreigners, refugees, syndicates and
other members of civil society.
Furthermore, based on a 2011 law, local consultative bodies should also be created in
each commune. However, by late 2012, a quarter of the communes still had to put them
into place.

Netherlands

According to the latest proposal for the new Integration Agenda, the Minister intends to
terminate the institutionalised consultations with ethnic minorities.

Portugal

The Advisory Council for Immigrant Affairs (COCAI) is an advisory body that works with the
High Commission for Immigration and Intercultural Dialogue (ACIDI) and aims to ensure
the participation and collaboration of associations representing immigrants, partners and
social and charitable organizations, the definition of social integration policies and to
combat exclusion.
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Ireland

In 2010, a new law was passed called the 'New Architecture of Local Government and
Decentralized Administration – Kallikratis Programme'. This introduced the establishment
of Migrant Integration Councils at the level of municipalities to represent migrants,
however the role is purely consultative and only a minority of municipalities have actually
set them up. In November 2012, members of migrant communities decided to create their
own coordinating body to give them a voice on a national and international level.
The new Greek National Strategy for the Integration of Third-country nationals reiterates
the importance of integration in local societies through the Local Integration Councils in
Municipal Authorities.
A Ministerial Council was set up in 2010 to advise the Minister on migration issues in
Ireland, but this Council is now defunct. A number of Local Authority Integration fora have
been set up, however, but these are non-statutory, loosely consultative bodies.
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Greece

Slovenia

In 2008, the government established the Council for the Integration of Foreigners which
reports to the government, issues recommendations and monitors the implementation of
integration measures. However, the body in question only includes state authorities’
representatives as well as civil society representatives, while migrants are not
represented.

Spain

The Forum for the Social Integration of Immigrants was established in 1994 and is a
tripartite consultative body made up of representatives of major NGOs, immigrant
associations, and public authorities. It is both a consultative body (with clearly defined
consultation function) and a dialogue platform, ensuring structured dialogue among
immigrant associations, public authorities, social partners (employer associations and
labour unions) and local authorities.

Sweden

Although Sweden is the highest ranking country on the MIPEX, its lowest result
th
(positioning it in 6 ) is in political participation because it no longer has official immigrant
consultative bodies. According to the MIPEX, national authorities could once consult with
immigrant representatives through the Centre Against Racism, but now they tend to
consult with civil society directly when they change policies.

United Kingdom

Based on the Race Relations Act 1976, no restrictions apply to rights to association.
However the many associations that have been created by immigrants and often
supported by government are not organised together in consultative bodies, thus gaining
0 on this MIPEX indicator. For a concrete example, see London.

4. Migrant youth
In 2011, there were 20.5 million Third-country nationals in the European Union, more than half of
which were between 20 and 34 years of age. The negative effects of the economic and financial crisis
on growth and employment are particularly affecting young people with fewer opportunities, such as
the immigrant youth. This, together with the events in the Southern Mediterranean since the end of
2010, has encouraged the rise of informal and spontaneous forms of participation as opposed to
formal political participation which was already on the decline4 amongst young people. Movements
such as the Indignados in Spain or the Occupy movements provided a voice to many young migrants
to express their frustration at the political authorities in particular.
The EU Youth Conference that took place in March 2013 under the Irish Presidency brought together
young people and policy makers from across the European Union to discuss and inform the
development of youth policy at national and European level, with a special focus on the issue of
social inclusion5. The Conference highlighted the importance of youth participation and youth
organisations that include people from different backgrounds such as young migrants. Aware that
young people are not motivated to participate, and underrepresented, in democratic life, the
Conference recommends that youth be encouraged and empowered through education, civil society
and representative institutions, while democratic, representative youth structures should be actively
involved at local, regional, national and European level. Some politicians have already made a special
effort to reach out to young migrant voters in particular. The Finnish Minister for Labour specifically
encouraged the immigrant youth to participate in last year’s municipal elections in order to influence
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For their policy brief ‘Youth – Actor of Social Change’, UP2YOUTH carried out literature reviews on youth participation in
Austria, France, Ireland, Italy and Slovakia.
5
Consultations with young people in Ireland were carried out as part of a European programme called Structured Dialogue
and together with the feedback from similar meetings in the other 26 Member States, helped to guide the themes for
discussion at the Conference. Migrants and young people from ethnic backgrounds were signalled as being at particular risk
of social exclusion and were mentioned regularly throughout the consultations.
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4

the decision-making in their local area, while young Estonian-Russians are already showing more
interest in politics than their Estonian counterparts. Unfortunately in the UK, according to the Ethnic
Minority British Election Survey, young people with a black Caribbean background do not feel that
the British political system has treated them fairly.
PRACTICE HIGHLIGHTS
FORUM and the Netherland Youth Council organised a youth debate to stimulate the political participation of
the young migrants in the municipality. The goals of the project were:


To stimulate political participation of immigrant young people;



To put subjects important to multicultural youth on the political agenda;



To stimulate organisation of a good infrastructure for multicultural young people.

According to a European Policy Brief issued from the project ‘UP2YOUTH. Youth – actor of social
change’, the following are some guidelines for enhancing young people’s participation:
a) accepting a diversity of forms of participation; and overcoming dichotomies of participation
and non-participation;
b) participation mechanisms in all 'hard' and 'soft' institutions regulating young people‘s lives
and transitions;
c) public spaces for expression and negotiation of individual needs and interests;
d) disconnect participation rights from progress in education and transitions to work;
e) recognise youth cultures as contexts in which young people develop political orientations;
f) conceive of all activities of young people in the public as potential participation requiring
dialogue and understanding of motives and aspirations.
Keeping these guidelines in mind, the Conclusions of the Council of the European Union and of the
Representatives of the Governments of the Member States, meeting within the Council, on the
participation and social inclusion of young people with emphasis on those with a migrant background
are a small step in the right direction to enhancing young migrant participation. The Conclusions take
into account that “active participation of young people covers all areas affecting young people's lives,
as well as active involvement in democratic processes” and consider that “empowering (...) young
people with a migrant background to fulfil their potential to participate actively at local, regional,
national and European level is an essential factor for the achievement of greater social inclusion and
for the sound, sustainable and democratic functioning and further development of societies”. In order
to enhance the participation and social inclusion of young people with a migrant background, the
Conclusions invite Member States to promote the participation of (...) young people with a migrant
background in decision-making structures and enhance their effective participation and contribution
to the policies and programmes that affect them (as in ‘b’ above). They also encourage Member
States to support networking and stimulate strategic partnerships between youth organisations,
including migrant youth organisations, authorities at local, regional and national level as well as the
private sector to organise projects and events led by young people that recognise diversity and
promote inclusion (‘c’, ‘e’ and ‘f’ above).
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According to a Recommendation by the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe, edemocracy can, through new technology, attract young people to democracy, democratic institutions
and democratic processes, and concurrently aims to respect and implement fundamental freedoms,
human rights and minority rights, including freedom of, and access to, information.

5. Conclusion
Over the past 20 years, advances have been made in the EU to allow Third-country nationals the right
to participate politically. According to the low number of signatories and especially ratifications of the
Convention on the participation of foreigners in public life at the local level however, there is still
some way to go before Third-country nationals in all European Union countries are empowered
equally.
There are major obstacles for immigrants to participate in local, regional and national elections across
Europe. Only sixteen Member States have implemented local voting rights for foreign residents while
only two give rights to a limited number of migrants in national elections. Political and civic
participation of migrants goes beyond the right to vote however - even though equal voting rights set
the conditions in which participation can flourish. Third-country nationals also have candidacy rights,
but this is currently the case in only ten countries for local elections, four in regional elections and
two in national elections. Consultative bodies offer migrants another form of representation by giving
them the opportunity to defend their rights and express their opinions to local and/or national
authorities, yet cannot be considered as a generally applied alternative for electoral rights. Access to
citizenship remains one of the main legal restrictions to full political participation (Special Feature
2012/03).
Being political and civic participation primarily a national competency, European institutions can only
make recommendations, support debate and knowledge exchange on the promotion of political
rights and participation of immigrants, including encouraging political actors to be more reflective of
society. For example, the European Commission’s 2011 European Agenda for the Integration of Thirdcountry nationals recommends Member States to make an effort to remove the obstacles to
migrants’ political participation. There are also recurrent calls from political parties and civil society
stakeholders across Europe to enhance civic and political rights and promote participation in political
life.
In those countries where migrants do have the right to participate in local or national politics,
activities are undertaken to inform them about their rights and responsibilities and to encourage
them to vote. However based on the low turn-out of Third-country nationals in many elections, more
work needs to be done to get them to the ballot box. Political parties that are open and welcoming to
immigrants and give them support as they rise through the ranks are more likely to attract
immigrants aspiring to work in politics.
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Due to a certain level of apathy regarding formal political participation, immigrant youth deserves
special consideration within any political system and to be encouraged to participate politically where
possible, in the broadest sense of the term. Diverse forms of participation are welcome and could be
developed and expanded through the use of new technologies.

Annex: Relevant items on the European Web Site on Integration
Integration Practices
COUNTRY NAME

LINK

AT

Anti-Discrimination Monitoring of
Elections in Austria

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/practice/details.cfm?ID_ITEMS=7104

BG

Support for Integration Project

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/practice/details.cfm?ID_ITEMS=29615

DE

Berlin Integration Strategy and
Integration Monitoring 200-2011

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/practice/details.cfm?ID_ITEMS=3740

DE

Success of Integration and to Promote
'Intercultural Competence'

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/practice/details.cfm?ID_ITEMS=21132

DE

The First Leipzig Integration Fair

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/practice/details.cfm?ID_ITEMS=7525

DE

National Association of Communal
Representations of Migrants in BadenWurttemberg (Laka)

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/practice/details.cfm?ID_ITEMS=17388

EE

News Portal, Organisations Catalogue and http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/practice/details.cfm?ID_ITEMS=22480
Social Network for the National
Minorities Organisations 'Etnoweb'

FR

Creation of a Foreign Resident Advisory
Board
Conseil Roubaisien de l'Interculturalité et
de la Citoyenneté

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/practice/details.cfm?ID_ITEMS=10868

GB

Network of Regional Diversity Champions

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/practice/details.cfm?ID_ITEMS=24642

GB

Kaleidoscope Culture Club

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/practice/details.cfm?ID_ITEMS=19107

INT

Voicing Democracy in Successful
European Societies

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/practice/details.cfm?ID_ITEMS=31617

IT

A Constitution for All

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/practice/details.cfm?ID_ITEMS=7705

LT

Consulting Centre for Migrants

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/practice/details.cfm?ID_ITEMS=27583

LU

Participating in Local Elections: Results

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/practice/details.cfm?ID_ITEMS=23175

NL

Youth Debate in the Municipality to
Stimulate Political Participation

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/practice/details.cfm?ID_ITEMS=7593

PL

Active and Competent - Migrants in Civil
Society

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/practice/details.cfm?ID_ITEMS=19552

PL

National Platform for Cooperation

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/practice/details.cfm?ID_ITEMS=18845

SE

Intercultural Dialogue in Södertälje

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/practice/details.cfm?ID_ITEMS=21738

COUNTRY

NAME

LINK

EU

FRACIT conference at the European
Parliament, 26 February 2013

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=34451

EU

Social Platform launches a consultation
on migration

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=31192

EU

The charter for political parties for a nonracist society: a message for elections

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=33762

AT

Dialogforum Islam

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=35698

FR

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/practice/details.cfm?ID_ITEMS=29741
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News

AT

Austria: Vienna Charter – Shaping the
future together

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=31633

AT

Austria: Nearly a quarter of the Viennese
have no right to vote

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=33752

BE

Belgium: More opportunities needed for
immigrants in elections in Flanders

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=25337

DE

Germany: network to promote the
integration of immigrants

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32385

DE

Germany: Political parties - integration is
also a matter in politics

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32277

DE

Germany: Discussion of the Renewal of
the Islam Conference

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=12661

DK

Denmark: Should foreigners be allowed
to vote in ‘Hulabula-land’?

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=33714

DK

Denmark: DF wants to take away
foreigners’ right to vote

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=28991

EE

Speech by Estonian president on the
convening of the Round Table of
Nationalities
Grassroots integration discussions to be
launched in Estonia

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=14197

ES

Spain: The Ibiza Immigration Forum was
constituted the 9th of October 2012

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=31174

ES

Spain: SOS Racism demands that all
immigrants have the right to vote

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=30042

ES

Spain: Immigrants assert their
contribution

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=29884

FI

Finland: Minister Ihalainen encourages
immigrants to use their vote

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32522

FI

Finland: Project aims to spark immigrant
interest in local elections

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=29190

FI

Finland: Immigrants are in the candidate
lists as decoration

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=30572

FI

Finland: The activity of voting speaks
volumes about integration

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=29994

FR

France: Jean-Marc Ayrault promet un
projet de loi « l’année prochaine » sur le
droit de vote des étrangers

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=30295

FR

Les Français et le droit de vote et
d'éligibilité des étrangers aux élections
locales
France: Le droit de vote des étrangers
aux élections, c'est maintenant

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=31523

FR

France : la diversité fait une entrée
timide au palais Bourbon

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=28580

FR

France: La diversité entrera (un peu) à
l'Assemblée

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=28357

FR

France: Diversity in the general election,
all parties fail

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=28270

FR

Le documentaire « Candidats pour du
beur? » sort au cinéma

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=28320

FR

France: Muslims chose Hollande,
Catholics Sarkozy

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=27580

FR

Droit de vote des étrangers aux élections
locales : le Premier ministre va entamer
des consultations
UK: More needs to be done to meet the
needs of ethnic minority voters, new film
argues

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32725

GB

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=30080

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=25476

25

FR

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=34525

Page

EE

GB

UK: PM orders new minorities push to
stave off Tory election crisis

GB

UK: How do you get people to vote?
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32521
Force them to when they're young
(Opinion piece)
Greece: Migrant groups slam government http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=33375
over Greek citizenship law
Greece: Court orders citizenship law to
be scrapped
Greece: The creation of a coordinating
body announced by members of migrant
communities
Luxembourg: National Council for
foreigners installed

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32734

LU

Luxembourg: Who is part of the National
Council for Foreigners (CNE)

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=30159

LU

LU : the municipal consultative bodies

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=29473

LU

Luxembourg: Situation of the local
consultative bodies

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=29476

LU

Luxembourg: we celebrate together, we
do not decide together

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=29481

LU

LU Demography and democracy

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=28963

LV

Latvia: Consultative board of immigrant
integration meets for the first time

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=34291

LV

Latvia: Congress of Non-citizens gathers
approximately 400 participants

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=33965

LV

Latvia: Academic believes political
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=30814
participation rights for non-citizens
would solve ethnic problems
Latvia: Decision on a referendum to grant http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=30468
citizenship to all non-citizens delayed

GR

LU

LV
LV

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=31601

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=30158

Latvia: Parliament refused to grant noncitizens the right to propose legislative
initiatives
Latvia: former integration advisor joins a
political party

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=30153

LV

Latvia: NGO campaigns for voting rights
in municipality elections of non-citizens

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=27260

LV

Latvia: Citizens’ Consultation on
Integration

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=26275

LV

Latvia: Congress of Non-Citizens to be
held in March

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=33625

LV

Open call for NGO and academic experts
on integration council

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32867

NL

Netherlands: More Diversity in the Lower
House

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=31054

NL

Netherlands: More women, ethnic
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=30946
minorities and people with low education
needed in politics
Netherlands: PVV 'A person with dual
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=30301
nationality should not Chair the Lower
House'
Netherlands: Time to have a migrant
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=30055
chair the Lower House

LV

NL

NL

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=29572

NL

Netherlands: Alliance of Moroccan-Dutch
asks Dutch-Moroccans to vote

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=29957

NL

Netherlands: Less voters of foreign
descent than the native counterpart

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=30056

NL

Netherlands: Amsterdam's Muslims feel
betrayed by politicians

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=29637

26

GR

Page

GR

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32312

NL

Netherlands: Socialist Party allegedly
most popular with Dutch of foreign
descent
Netherlands: Dutch politicians of foreign
descent criticised for campaigning in own
community
Netherlands: Dutch-Surinamese exmayor to defend interests elderly
immigrants
Netherlands: Dutch Muslim party folds

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=29606

Portugal: the Regional Advisory Council
for Immigration Affairs met in Ponta
Delgada
Portugal: Foreign citizens in the electoral
lists in 2011

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=30849

PT

Portugal: Proposal to amend the
Foreigners Act - Law 23/2007 of July 4

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=26498

PT

Portugal: Minister of the Presidency
favorable to the participation of
immigrants in national politics
Sweden: Foreign nationals able to hold
high positions after constitutional
changes
Slovenia: Peter Bossman becomes
Eastern Europe's first black mayor

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=18954

Béla Bugár (Most Híd) party presents
candidates with different nationalities
and origins to parliamentary elections

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=24527

NL

NL

NL
PT

PT

SE

SI
SK

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=29314

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=28906

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=28520

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=29540

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=17078

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=16711

Documents
COUNTRY NAME

LINK

EU

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=34908

Charter of Political Parties for a non-racist
society
Civic education and youth participation

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=34559
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=34468

European Parliament resolution on the
links between legal and illegal migration
and integration of migrants
(2004/2137(INI))
Handbook on Integration for policy
makers and practitioners

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=16634

EU

EUROSTAT: Indicators of Immigrant
Integration. A pilot study

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=21352

EU

Immigration in the EU: policies and politics http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32611
in times of crisis. 2007-2012

EU

Inclusive Democracy in Europe

EU

EU

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=12892

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=31479

27

EU
EU

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=34907
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=28997

Page

EU
EU

Conclusions of the Committee on
Migration, Refugees and Displaced
Persons on the report 'For more
democratic elections'
European Parliament resolution of 14
March 2013 on the integration of
migrants, its effects on the labour market
and the external dimension of social
security coordination
Consultative bodies and dialogue
platforms for immigrant communities:
lessons from three EU countries

Report: European Conference on
Tolerance, Pluralism and Social Cohesion:
Responding to the Challenges of the 21st
Century in Europe
ePractice and Social Media: a Symbiotic
Relationship?

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32145

EU

Immigrant Citizens Survey Final Report:
How Immigrants Experience Integration

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=28112

EU

Becoming a Party of Choice: A Tool for
Mainstreaming Diversity

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=25253

EU

The new face of digital populism

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=24064

EU

Inform-Consult-Empower: A Three-Tired
Approach to eParticipation

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32613

EU

Political Participation of Third-country
nationals in Estonia, Latvia and Poland

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=21531

EU

Youth participation in Europe. Beyond
discourses, practices and realities

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32632

EU

ENARgy September 2010 - Political
participation & representation of ethnic
minorities: From wishful thinking to
reality?
PROMINSTAT Working Paper No. 08 Quantitative Data on Immigrants’ Political
Participation in Europe
Political participation, mobilisation and
representation of immigrants and their
offspring in Europe
Migration and Democracy: Migrant
Participation in Public Affairs

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=16354

EU

European Policy Brief: UP2YOUTH - Youth,
actor of social change

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=12500

EU

Education and Political Participation of
Migrants and Ethnic Minorities in the EU:
Policy Analysis
Education and Political Participation of
Migrants and Ethnic Minorities in the EU:
An Overview of the Literature
Handbook on E-Democracy

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=9987

EU

Opportunity structures for immigrants’
active civic participation in the European
Union: sharing comparative observations

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=6945

EU

Civic activation of immigrants - An
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=6946
introduction to conceptual and theoretical
issues
A citizen's duty: Voter inequality and the
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32520
case for compulsory turnout

EU

EU

EU

EU

EU

EU

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32612

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=17582

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32630

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=11326

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=9988

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32629

EU

Migration and Citizenship: Legal Status,
Rights and Political Participation

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=1460

EU

Religious cleavages, organizations and the
political participation of immigrants in
Milan and Zurich
The Perception of Political Opportunities
by Immigrants and Their Impact on
Political Participation: Italians and
Kosovars in Geneva
Migrant Integration Policy Index III
(MIPEX)

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=6962

Promoting Intercultural Dialogue and the
Participation of Immigrants in the
Democratic Process
A guide to minorities and political
participation in South-East Europe

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=14558

EU

EU
EU

EU

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=6963

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32644

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=8469

28

EU

Page

EU

EU
EU

EU
EU

The ACCEPT Pluralism Tolerance
Indicators Toolkit
ACCEPT Pluralism: Cluster Report 2013.
Assessing tolerant and intolerant
discourses and practices in political life
ACCEPT Pluralism: Cluster Report 2013.
Assessing Minority mobilisation and
representation
ACCEPT Pluralism: Cluster Report 2013.
Local Policies of Exclusion of Minorities
and Immigrants in Public Life

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32948
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=17404

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=33426
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=33417

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=33416
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=33415

ACCEPT Pluralism: Workshop Reports
Diversity in Europe: The Challenge of
Dealing with Third-country nationals'
Political Participation
Promoting immigrants' democratic
participation and integration

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32091
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32911

INT

Public Participation and Minorities

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=11332

AU

Legal and Policy Situation of Immigrants:
Austria

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=26721

BE

Legal and Policy Situation of Immigrants:
Belgium

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=26724

EU

BE
BE

CY
DE
DE

Migrants’ Political and Social Participation
in Belgium The case of Visé (Liège
Province, Wallonia) and Antwerp
Post-immigration challenges to political
citizenship: the case of Belgium
Shaping and Implementing Integration
Policies: The Role of local and regional
Authorities and Communities
Diversity seeks Council: Councillors with a
migration background in German cities
Political attitudes and participation of
migrants in Germany

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=19984

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=10770
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=22689

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32096
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=34538
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=30963

DE

Documentation of the symposium "Using
potentials - Strengthening participation"

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=30099

DE

Frankfurt Integration and Diversity
Monitoring 2012

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=29565

DE

Germany: Local Participation in Hamburg

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=26986

DE

AMICALL Country Research Report
Germany

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=30435

DE

Act to regulate Participation and
Integration in Berlin

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=17906

DE
DK

DK
DK

Förderung politischer Integration von
Migrantinnen und Migranten.
Begründungszusammenhänge und
Handlungsmöglichkeiten
Active citizenship in Denmark
The Government’s action plan for
employment, participation and equal
opportunities for all
Political participation, organisation and
representation of ethnic minorities in
Denmark: Recent developments and
future challenges

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=4787
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=23337

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=1001
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=21749

29

EU
EU

Forum Factsheet: Voting rights in Europe
Consulting immigrants to improve
national policies

Page

EU
EU

Transnationalism and political and civic
participation of immigrants in the
Community of Madrid
Guidance on the extension of citizenship
rights of Moroccan, Ecuadorian, and
Romanian women residing in Spain
The politicization of immigration in Spain
in a comparative perspective

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=31983

Together in the same direction. New
approaches to old challenges in contexts
of increasing human diversity
Legal and Policy Situation of Immigrants:
Spain

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=28900

ES

The construction of political subjects
among the youth at risk

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=21348

ES

National Statistics Institute Press Note Municipal and Autonomous elections
Immigrants' Right to Vote in Spain in a
European Perspective

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=19751

The political integration of migrants’
associations in Madrid
Civic Participation and Voting Rights of
Immigrants: the Case of Catalonia

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=6964

ES

Political rights of immigrants in Spain

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=22687

ES

Voting rights of immigrants in Spain

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=21744

ES

Voting Rights for non-EU citizens

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=24284

FI

Finland: Municipal elections 2012.
Confirmed results and background
analysis of candidates and elected
representatives
French immigrants (or second generation
immigrants) elected in town councils
(2001-2008)
Les Français et les discriminations dans le
monde politique

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=33559

FR

Ouvrir la politique à la diversité

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=7287

FR

From integration to diversity the political
challenges of migration-related diversity
in France
Legal and Policy Situation of Immigrants:
United Kingdom

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=21750

GB

Ethnic Minority British Election Study –
Key Findings

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=26961

GB

Strangers or Citizens? Refugee and
migrant participation in local political
processes in London
The potential of migrant and refugee
community organisations to influence
policy
The impact of migration related diversity
upon political participation in Britain

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=15217

Party People: How do - and how should British political parties select their
parliamentary candidates?

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=24164

ES
ES

ES

ES
ES
ES

FR

FR

GB

GB

GB
GB

GR

Council of State D. 460/2013 Granting
citizenship to immigrant children and the
right of foreigners to vote and to be
elected in local elections.

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=31082

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=30833

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=26723

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=9551

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=4788

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=8835

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=16506

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=26727

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=8235

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=21747

30

ES

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=33584

Page

ES

GR

Accept Pluralism: Migrants and
(In)tolerant Discourses in Greek politics

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=29829

GR
GR

Immigration Policy and 'Nation'
Policy Brief: Immigrants and Political Life
in Greece - between political patronage
and the search for inclusion
Immigrant and Political Life in Greece:
Between Political Patronage and the
Search for Inclusion
Greece: National Strategy for the
Integration of Third-country nationals
(23/04/2013)

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=31872
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=21746

IE
IE

IE
IE

IT
IT

Annual Report i-Red Institute for rights,
equality and diversity
Migrant organisations in Hungary - a
research paper'
Legal and Policy Situation of Immigrants:
Ireland
Navigating Networks: Local Government,
Civil Society and Political Integration in
Ireland
Positive Politics: participation of
immigrants and ethnic minorities in the
electoral process
Irish Political Parties, Immigration and
Integration in 2007
ASGI's manifesto to reform immigration
law
Immigration and Citizenship: Participation
and Self-organisation of Immigrants in the
Veneto

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=18977
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=31693

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=26722
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=17323

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=11056
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=10870

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=34508
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=7711

IT
IT

The diffuse representation. Forms of
immigrants’ participation in collective life
Local policies of exclusion: the Italian case

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=7061
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=33427

LU
LU

Municipal legislation in Luxembourg
Electoral code in Luxembourg

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=18740
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=18741

LU
LV

Study on the 2009 Elections
Consultative bodies and dialogue
platforms for immigrant communities:
lessons from three EU countries

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=17991
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=28997

LV
LV

LV
LV

NL
NL

NL
NL

Citizenship, language and participation of
minorities in Latvia: a brief
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=26280
Obstacles to participation of Third-country http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=23742
nationals in Latvia
Multicultural Political Challenges: Political
Participation by Minorities and Migrants
in Latvia
Law on Voters Register
Opinion poll of Dutch of foreign origin in
voting behaviour 2012 parliamentary
elections
Integration, asylum and citizenship in the
election programmes of Political parties
Galvanizing Political Engagement among
Muslims in the Netherlands by Drawing
Inspiration from American Examples of
Success
Legal and Policy Situation of Immigrants:
The Netherlands

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=22692
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=10061

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=30046
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=30045

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=29393
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=26726
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GR
HU

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=21751
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=34568

Page

GR
GR

NL
PL

PL
PL

PL
PT

PT
SI

SI

Netherlands:Migrant organisations are
partners in integration
Nothing about us without us. Social
participation and political rights of
immigrants

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=33454
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=26371

Monitoring Active Citizenship
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=30614
Political Challenges Arising from Migration http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=22693
Related Diversity: the Case of Poland
Hurdles. Barriers on the way to
integration of migrants in Poland
Local Policies and Collective Action of
Eastern European Immigrants in the
Municipality of Lisbon
Immigrants’ access to voting and electoral
offices in Portuguese municipalities
Migrant activists as insurgent citizens:
Diversity and direct democracy within
Occupy Slovenia
CoMiDe – Initiative for Migration and
Development - SLOVENIA Report

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=28934
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=19619

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=27352
http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=29567

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/resources/detail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=34404

Projects
COUNTRY PROJECT NAME

LINK

EU

DivPol - Diversity in political parties’
programmes, organisation and representation

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=32556

EU

ACCEPT Pluralism: Tolerance, Pluralism and
Social Cohesion. Responding to the challenges
of the 21st Century in Europe

http://www.accept-pluralism.eu/Home.aspx

EU

Immigrant Citizens Survey: ‘How immigrants
experience integration’.

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=27640

EU

Becoming a Party of Choice: A Tool for
Mainstreaming Diversity
EPACE - Exchanging good practices for the
promotion of an active citizenship in the EU

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=25252

EU

EUDO Citizenship

http://eudo-citizenship.eu/

EU

PIDOP - Processes influencing democratic
ownership and participation

http://www.fahs.surrey.ac.uk/pidop/

DE

Germany: United for Integration

http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=30831
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http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/en/news/newsdetail.cfm?ID_ITEMS=34473
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EU

