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Mr. Karzai Relents, Editorial

<p>BeforeAfghanistan?spresident,HamidKarzai,<ahref="http://www.nytimes.com/2009/10/21/worl
d/asia/21afghan.html?ref=world"title="TheTimes?sreportontherunoffagreement"target="_self">acc
ededtoarunoffelection</a>onTuesday,youcouldalmosthearhisarmbeingtwisted.Andittookalotoftop-
leveltalenttodoit. SecretaryofStateHillaryRodhamClinton,PrimeMinisterGordonBrownofBritainandth
eFrenchforeignminister,BernardKouchner,allinsistedthatMr.Karzaiacceptaninternationalauditthatfo
undthatnearlyone-thirdofhisfirst-
roundvoteswerestolen?drivinghisfinalcounttobelow50percent.</p><p></p><p>Eventhenittookafive-
daymarathonofnegotiationswithSenatorJohnKerry,thechairmanoftheForeignRelationsCommittee,to
getMr.Karzaitodowhatwasnecessary.Andthatwastheeasypart.</p><p></p><p>Toensurethattherun
offisfairandcredible,it?sgoingtotakealotmoreeffortandhigh-levelattention?andevenmorearm-
twisting.AndtherearelessthanthreeweeksbeforetheNov.7vote.</p><p></p><p>Afairelectionisessen
tial.ButifMr.Karzaiwins?oddsarehewill?thatwon?tturnhimintothecredibleleaderthatthe Afghanpeople
deserveandthecrediblepartnerthattheUnitedStatesneedsifthereisanyhopeofholdingoffthe Taliban.Mr
.Karzai?smainchallenger,AbdullahAbdullah,talksabettergamebutisuntested.</p><p></p><p>Thene
xtAfghangovernmenthasnohopeatallunlessitistrulycommittedtorootingoutcorruption(Mr.Karzaiwillha
vetostartwithhisownbrother,who,Americanofficialscharge,isdeeplyinvolvedinthedrugtrade)anddeliv
eringbasicservicesandsecuritytoitspeople.</p><p></p><p>PresidentObamamaystillbeundecideda
boutfutureUnitedStatestrooplevels,butheshouldbedeliveringthismessagetoAfghanistan?sleaders?a
ndtheAmericanmilitaryanddiplomats?rightnow.</p><p></p><p>WhenaskedwhyMr.Karzaithoughth
ecouldgetawaywithstealingtheelection,AmericanofficialsblametheBushadministration,and,inparticul
ar,PresidentGeorgeW.Bush,whoenabledMr.Karzai?sworstimpulseswhilerefusingtoinvestthetroops,
moneyorattentionthatAfghanistandesperatelyneeded.</p><p></p><p>Thatisalltrue.Andtheelection
planningwaswellalongbeforePresidentObamatookoffice.Butheandhisaidesshouldhavetakenalotmor
ecaretoensurethatMr.Karzaiandhischallengersunderstoodthatsuchwholesalefraudwouldbeadisaste
r?inAfghanistanandintheUnitedStates,wheresupportforthewarisfastevaporating.</p><p></p><p>(Li
kemany,wewonderwhathappenedtoMr.Obama?sspecialenvoyforAfghanistanandPakistan,Richard
Holbrooke,whoestablishedabureaucraticfiefdomattheStateDepartmentbuthasbeenneitherseennorh
eardfromduringthiscriticalperiod.)</p><p></p><p>Therunoffwon?tbeeasytopulloff. Timeisshort,wint
erisnearandtheTalibanthreatcontinuestoworsen.</p><p></p><p>TheAfghangovernmentmustimme
diatelydismissanyelectionofficialsimplicatedinthefraud. TheUnitedNations,whichsponsoredtheindep
endentaudit,willhavetoplayamorerobustroleinoverseeingthepreparationsforthevote, monitoringpolls
andthecount. TheUnitedStatesandNATOmustgetreadytoprovidesecurityforvotersandmonitors.</p>
<p></p><p>Tohaveanychanceofproducingalegitimateresult,bothcandidatesmustmakeclearthat,this
time,theyarenotencouragingandwillnottolerateballot-

boxstuffingandphantomvoting. WhileMr.Karzai?ssupportersaccountedfornearlyamilliontaintedballot
s,s0me200,000votescastforMr.Abdullahwerealsothrownout.</p><p></p><p>Meanwhilethereistalk
ofapossiblepoliticaldealbetweenMr.KarzaiandMr.Abdullahthatmightobviatethenewelection. Thatsho
uldnotbeanyone?sfirstchoice. Ifitisunavoidable,itmustbedoneconstitutionally,anditmustproduceafun
ctionalgovernmentthatiscommittedtoaresponsibleagenda.</p><p></p><p>WehavewatchedasAme
ricanofficialsdebatemilitarystrategyforAfghanistan. Theyneedtodevoteatleastasmuchattentiontocomi
ngupwithaneffectivepoliticalstrategy.Thelessonofthestolenelectionisclear:NothinginAfghanistancan
betakenforgranted.</p>
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