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Since the birth of the WTO in 1995, European trade policy objectives have in practice remained very much 
the same while the strategy to obtain them has varied. Regarding the objectives, economic as well as 
neighbourhood and development interests should be ensured. Access to third countries markets should be 
provided so as to foster economic growth and jobs in the EU. To that aim, third countries both tariffs and 
non-tariffs barriers should be reduced including obstacles to foreign investment, fair competition or public 
procurement. This trade liberalization should moreover meet the legitimate concerns of European citizens 
in the sense that EU regulations as well as labour and environmental norms should be preserved when 
dealing with third countries.   

 
As to the strategy, under the steering of Trade Commissioners Leon Brittan (1993-1999) and Pascal Lamy 
(1999-2004) EU trade policy favoured the multilateral approach as the best way to pursue economic 
interests and normative concerns while political and geostrategic interests were pursued through bilateral 
and/or regional agreements (EPAs with ACP countries, neighbors’ trade agreements with Mediterranean 
and Eastern countries). EU bilateral agreements justified purely on economic interests are a trademark of 
the 21

st
 Century.  

 
The change was officially acknowledged in Global Europe, the 2006 communiqué outlining the trade 
strategy promoted by Commissioner Peter Mandelson, and sustained in the 2010 Trade, Growth and World 
Affairs strategy, under Trade Commissioner Karel de Gucht. Both include an explicit recognition of the 
need for the EU to sign preferential agreements with key markets in order to promote its own trade 
interests. The difference between both strategies is the target of the bilateral agreements. While the 
strategy outlined in Global Europe focused on major emerging economies, the 2010 Trade, Growth and 
World Affairs communiqué advocated a stronger focus on agreements with developed countries. As a 
result, the EU has concentrated its attention to bilateral negotiations with its traditional trade partners –the 
US, Japan and Canada.

 
 

 
Despite enhancing its bilateral approach, the EU insists that it has not dropped its multilateral track. Both 
the 2006 and the 2010 trade strategies emphasize the need to complete multilateral agreements and claim 
that deep and comprehensive bilateral agreements could help reinforce the rules-based multilateral system 
and fuel multilateralism. Following this logic, the EU does not have to choose between a bilateral and 
multilateral approach as they can reinforce each other. 
 
In October 2015, Cecilia Malmström, European Union Trade Commissioner, presented Trade for All, the 
trade strategy of the European Commission for the next years. While preserving the European social and 
regulatory model at home, bilateral and multilateral trade agreements will be pursued so as to improve 
market access in third countries and contribute to boost jobs, growth and investment in the EU. 
 
This seminar aims to analyze and discuss Trade for All from different perspectives based in current 
debates on international trade: 
 

1) Debate on multilateralism-bilateralism 
2) Debate on the limits of trade liberalization 
3) Debate on the EU role in the world 

 
 

  



 

Programme  
 
 09.30 Welcome and introduction 

Jordi Bacaria, Director, CIDOB 

 
 09.45 Is multilateralism to play second fiddle in EU trade policy? Does Trade for All guarantee 

multilateralism? 

   
Key-note speaker: Alejandro Jara, Deputy Director General, World Trade Organization (2005-2013)  

 
 Chair:  Montserrat Millet, Full Professor of International Economic Organisation, Faculty of Economics and 

Business, University of Barcelona; seminar co-coordinator 
Pauline Weinzierl, Policy Analyst, Strategy Unit, DG Trade, European Commission 

  Patricia Garcia-Duran, Senior Lecturer, University of Barcelona; seminar co-coordinator 

 
 11.00 Coffee break 

 
 11.30 How do we have to interpret the debates that have arisen within the EU on the TTIP? Does 

Trade for All answer those concerns? 
 Chair:  Jordi Bacaria, Director, CIDOB 

Johan Eliasson, Professor, East Stroudsburg University, USA 
Javier Pérez, Director, Centre for Research and Studies on Trade and Development - CIECODE 
Ricard Bellera, Secretary for International Affairs, Migration and Cooperation, Comisiones Obreras 

of Catalonia (CCOO) 
  Álvaro Schweinfurth, Deputy Director, International Relations Department, CEOE 

 
 13.30 Lunch 

 
 14.30 What is EU trade policy towards emerging and developing countries? Has Trade for All the 

potential to change anything (for better or worse)?  
 Chair:  Anna Ayuso, Senior Research Fellow, CIDOB 
  Mario Esteban, Research Fellow, Real Instituto Elcano; Full Professor, Center for East Asian 

Studies, Autonomous University of Madrid 
   Zhang Min, Director, Division of Science and Technology, Institute of European Studies, CASS  

Jan Orbie, Director, Centre for EU Studies; Senior Lecturer, Department of Political Science, Ghent 

University, Belgium 
 

 16.30 Open debate and conclusions 
 Chair:  Mark Jeffery, Strategic Planning and Coordination, European Commission office in Barcelona 
 
 17.00 Closure 

 


