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il existe un danger lorsque les médias  
s’érigent en tribunaux et lorsque les juges  

veulent apparaître dans les journaux. »
(Être juge au Maroc et en Espagne. CIDOB, 2008)

JUSTICE AND MASS MEDIA: BEYOND FRONTIERS
Mass media are seen to be a fourth power with influence in the executive, the legislature and 
the judiciary. Whether in written, audiovisual or digital form, they create opportunities for 
dialogue with others and with the world in general. Thanks to the news they furnish and the 
emotions they awaken, they contribute towards integrating and opening up opportunities for 
participation in social and political life. On the other hand, justice is a right guaranteed by 
constitutions, conventions and international treaties in order to assure civil and political peace 
by means of verdicts and sentences that can establish precedents.

In the social context, the main democratic challenge faced today by multicultural societies 
within the framework of increasing internationalisation of information and communication of 
ideological threats is that of learning how best to manage the differences that separate us. Ac-
cordingly, this exchange will be between journalists, who play a threefold role as providers of 
information, disclosers and critics, and judges, who are experts in guaranteeing the law and 
upholding the essential balances of political and legal pluralism. The aim is to explore the pos-
sibilities of combining freedom of expression, counter-power and legal ethics, while taking the 
public interest into account.

METHODOLOGY
The aim of the encounter is to discuss and compare the concerns, misgivings and good practices 
of journalists and judges in performing their professional duties, and to identify bridges and 
connections fostering complementarity of functions, in particular in situations of political transi-
tion or contexts where universal criteria become references for the treatment of basic rights, 
whether it is the right to information or the right to good-quality justice. On this basis, the meet-
ing could culminate with different proposals for cross-training activities, for example ongoing 
training or student exchanges. Nevertheless, the priority goal is publicising the results of the 
meeting.

A bilingual French-English publication will therefore present a general report of the meeting, 
highlighting the content of the debates, as well as four articles reflecting the most revealing 
aspects of justice and communication both in North and South of the Mediterranean. Following 
this, an electronic version, which may be accessed at the website www.cidob.org, will reproduce 
the publication and include the articles of those participants who wish to make a voluntary con-
tribution to the Annexes.

A scientific committee – Justice and Media, North and South of the Mediterranean – comprised 
by Carlos Gómez, President of the Balearic Islands Provincial Court, and Noureddine Affaya, a 
philosopher from the University of Rabat, will direct the proceedings.


